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SCHOOL RESISTS 
INFLUX OF PUPILS 


COUNCIL 

Bid to charge for 
crossing patrols 

A REPORT on saving money for Dudley 
Council has suggested charging primary 
schools for the cost of running crossing 
patrols. 

The council, which is facing huge cuts 
in Government funding, has discussed 
at cabinet level the proposals to move 
to a ‘cost neutral service by re-charging 
schools for the cost of providing school 
crossing patrols’. 

The move could save the council 
£260,000 a year for the next three years 
but opposition at the Labour-run council 
labelled the idea ‘a tax on road safety’. 


Report by Richard Guttridge 


A SCHOOL is considering 
legal action against Dudley 
Council over being forced to 
take in extra pupils as a result 
of the forthcoming closure of 
The Coseley School 

Governors at Dormston School in 
Sedgley say an influx of pupils would 
leave it unable to cope as it continues 
to progress after pulling itself out of 
special measures. 

But Dudley Council insists the school should 
be able to manage an increase. 

Council bosses insist Dormston has room for 
another 80 pupils and says the school’s leaders 
have not provided proof they would be nega¬ 
tively impacted by the arrival of extra pupils 
from the Coseley catchment area. 

Some children have already been accepted by 
Dormston and governors said they had already 
taken more than originally suggested but the 
school is now not willing to take any more. 

Dormston has only recently come out of 
special measures and leaders are concerned a 
sudden surge in pupils could impact on that 
progress by putting pressure on teachers and 
class sizes. 

Letter 

A letter sent out to parents by Dudley Coun¬ 
cil said leaders at Dormston School had in¬ 
formed them they were considering writing to 
the courts, as well as the Department of Educa¬ 
tion, to challenge the ruling on pupil numbers. 

Governor Michael Evans, who is also a Dud¬ 
ley councillor, said: “We are in touch with our 
lawyers. We have taken a few more pupils from 
Coseley but not the extent that the council 
want us to. 

“We went through special measures and the 
headteacher has done a tremendous job in tak¬ 
ing us forward. We are still going forward from 
special measures and we feel it is unjust to all 
the children at Dormston.” 

The school has also complained that it was 
only given six months’ notice that extra pupils 
would be arriving. 

Mr Evans said Dormston’s challenge could 
delay children moving from The Coseley School. 

Dudley Council’s education boss Councillor 
Ian Cooper said: “We’re extremely disappointed 
Dormston School is objecting to admitting a 
number of additional pupils to the school. 

“For some time we have been working with 
schools near to Coseley, including Dormston, 
when they’ve received admissions requests 
from parents of the current years 7, 8 and 9 
Coseley pupils, to ensure disruption to these 
young people and their families is kept to a 
minimum. The pupils’ education and welfare 
has always been, and will continue to be, our 
top priority.” 

Dudley Council took the decision to close The 
Coseley School due to falling pupil numbers. 


BUMPER TURN OUT FOR BLACK COUNTRY RUN 



The race begins - runners set off on the 10 kilometre Black Country Run in Halesowen, helping charities and starting July’s Black Country festivities 


MORE than 1,000 runners were out pound¬ 
ing the streets in force at the weekend as they 
took to the road to complete the Black Coun¬ 
try Run. 

The run, which last year raised more then 
£27,000 for different charities, started at 9am 
for the 10k runners, with the 5K family fun 
version of the run commencing at 11.30am. 

A total of 72 charities were selected by the 
organisers for runners to raise money for, al¬ 
though they could also choose other charities. 

Some of the charities supported by the 
run were: Birmingham Children’s Hospital, 


County Air Ambulance, Barnardo’s, Acorns 
Children’s Hospice, Multiple Sclerosis Society 
and British Heart Foundation. Local charities 
were also supported, including: the Beacon 
Centre for the Blind, Sandwell Parents for 
Disabled Children, Langley Youth Theatre 
and Halesowen Cycling and Athletics Club. 

Alan Bowler, former president of the Hale¬ 
sowen and Rowley Regis Rotary Club, who 
organised the event said: “It was a truly fan¬ 
tastic day. It was wonderful to see so many 
people out in the community enjoying them¬ 
selves. 


“I started the event under the name of the 
Halesowen fun run in 2012 when we had 
around 400 participants. It’s grown year on 
year to have 600 people running in 2013 to be¬ 
tween 750 and 800 in 2014 and 1,000 in 2015. 
This year we had 1,200 runners. 

“Over the years we’ve raised more than 
£77,000 for different charities and the com¬ 
munity has supported us every step of the 
way. It’s one of the major community events 
for us and each year it goes from strength to 
strength. People from across the UK came to 
compete.” 


ACCIDENT 

Pensioner hit by 
ambulance named 

THE pensioner left fighting for his life 
after being hit by an ambulance in 
Dudley has been named locally as Bill 
Lenton. 

Earlier this week the 82-year-old was 
in a critical but stable condition in hos¬ 
pital, following the June 21 accident. 

Two West Midlands Ambulance crew 
members have resigned after the acci¬ 
dent at the junction of Cambridge Road 
and Holly Hall Road. 

Police say nobody has been arrested 
in connection with the incident. 

ROADS 

Driver delays due to 
college safety work 

WORK on a new pedestrian crossing out¬ 
side Dudley College was starting this week 
on The Broadway. 

Temporary traffic lights are due to be in 
place for the next three weeks while work 
on the crossing takes place, meaning driv¬ 
ers will face delays around the town centre. 

The crossing is being installed to make 
the area safer for college students. 

Work on a £12 million college develop¬ 
ment at the college in ongoing as part of 
the re-development of the town centre. 

Dudley Council sold the Priory Road car 
park to Dudley College as part of the re¬ 
vamp. 


INSIDE 


HOME CLOSURE 
‘JUST NOT FAIR’ 





Carpets A Flooring 

| www.ndwalterscarpets.com 

88/90 Dudley Rd. Sedgley Tel: 01902 883281 


Massive Showroom Refurb! 

Come along and 
see our huge new 
range of carpet 

Lots Of Remnants To Clear 

Top Quality Axminster 
From £19.99 Sq mtr 
_ 80/20 Wool Twist 
From £14.99 Sq mtr 
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DON'T MSS TOON 

Express A Star 


EVERY DAY 


PETER RHODES 


The man 
who takes 
a sideways 
at life 



EVERY SATURDAY 


NIGEL HASTILOW 

He always 
tackles the 
hoi topics, 
head-on 



Police misconduct probe after suicide 


FOUR West Midlands Police officers 
will face misconduct investigations af¬ 
ter the suicide of a vulnerable missing 
man in the Black Country. 

An Independent Police Complaints Commission 
(IPCC) investigation into the death of Kazimierz 
Radloff, from Dudley, has ruled three of the force’s 
constables and an acting inspector have cases to 
answer for misconduct. 

Force failings meant the officers did not origi¬ 
nally treat Mr Radloff as a vulnerable missing 
person and chances were missed ‘to escalate the 
search’ for him, according to the police watchdog. 


Mr Radloff, aged 64, was found hanged in West 
Bromwich on July 6 last year and an inquest in 
August found he had committed suicide. 

Two days before his body was found, relatives 
told police that he had indicated he intended to 
take his own life. 

The IPCC’s investigation found police initially 
treated him as someone in breach of bail conditions 
rather than as a vulnerable missing person. 

Checks 

A series of failings by police officers during the 
investigation were highlighted in the report. 

An officer failed to tell his colleague that Mr Rad¬ 


loff had threatened to harm himself, while another 
officer did not carry on background checks on him 
which would have revealed he was a suicide risk. 

The IPCC ruled that another officer failed to 
launch a missing person investigation despite 
knowing Mr Radloff had threatened to take his 
own life. 

Following the IPCC’s investigation, the force 
concluded three of the four officers had a case to 
answer over gross misconduct. But the IPCC said 
there was no indication that earlier intervention 
by police would have prevented Mr Radloff s su¬ 
icide. West Midlands Police declined to comment 
further. 



A SCHOOL in Brierley Hill has 
been put into special measures 
after a damning Ofsted report. 

Inspectors from the education watchdog 
have criticised Thorns Community Col¬ 
lege, saying there are serious failings in 
safeguarding at the school which has 1,068 
pupils. They also highlighted the standard 
of teaching as ‘inconsistent’. The school 
was rated as ‘inadequate’ overall and in 
‘effectiveness of leadership’ and ‘personal 
development, behaviour and welfare’. 

Inspectors say it requires improvement 
for ‘quality of teaching, learning and as¬ 
sessment’ and ‘outcomes for pupils’. They 
wrote: “Staff training in safeguarding does 
not reflect the most recent legislation. In 
addition, at times, insufficient action, or 
recording of action, has been taken to sup¬ 
port the most vulnerable pupils.” 

Principal Andy Cox said he accepted Of- 
sted’s findings and efforts had been made 
to tackle the problems highlighted. 

Improved 

The inspectors has also said: “The qual¬ 
ity of teaching, learning and assessment 
across the school has improved since the 
previous inspection but it is not yet consist¬ 
ently good. Pupils make increased progress 
as a result of better teaching but variations 
remain for some groups of pupils. Senior 
leaders know that there is more to do. 

“Safeguarding systems are inadequate. 
Only a small number of pupils say they 
are aware of bullying taking place at the 
school. However, some parents have reser¬ 
vations about how the school responds to 
their concerns.” 

Principal Mr Cox said: “We accept the 
findings from Ofsted, some of which are 
related to issues in the way we kept re¬ 
cords, others to student attendance rates. 
They have been, for the most part, quickly 
resolved. We have also recently made ap¬ 
pointments to increase the capacity of the 
leadership team to continue to drive for¬ 
ward improvements in the quality of les¬ 
sons and in our results. 

“The safety, wellbeing and education of 
all pupils at Thorns remains our highest 
priority, and we will work together to con¬ 
tinually raise standards at this college.” 

He added: “I urge everyone connected 
with Thorns to read the report in its en¬ 
tirety.” 


Daughter’s anger at home closure 



Mrs Stanyard with her mother Edith Jones, a resident at closure-threatened Russell Court care home since 2011 


THE daughter of a 95-year-old de¬ 
mentia patient has told of her out¬ 
rage that her mother will have to 
be moved for the second time due 
to the closure of a council-run care 
home. 

Edith Jones has been a resident 
at Russell Court care home on 
Overfield Road, Dudley, since 2011. 
She moved there after the closure 
of another council-run care home, 
Amblecote House, on King William 
Street, Stourbridge. 

Her daughter, 70-year-old Mau¬ 


reen Stanyard from Brierley Hill, 
said she couldn’t believe it when 
she heard that she would have to 
uproot her elderly mother again, 
after Dudley Council approved 
plans for the closure of Russell 
Court on September 30. 

Russell Court is the last coun¬ 
cil-run residential care home for 
the elderly in Dudley. 

“I am so angry about it,” said 
Mrs Stanyard, who is also con¬ 
cerned about the eight other per¬ 
manent residents at the home. “It 


is unfair to these old people who 
are being moved from pillar to post. 
My mum thought she was going to 
be there for the rest of her life. 

“I cannot fault the home. The 
care is exemplary.” 

There are 62 people employed at 
the home, who are being offered 
voluntary redundancy or to move 
to vacant positions in the borough. 

The council has cited the cost 
of work to update the home as the 
reason for closure, estimating it 
would cost around £1 million. 


Firefighters 
tackle blaze 
at timber 
merchants 

TWENTY firefighters attended a major 
fire in Brierley Hill that saw part of a 
timber merchants business go up in 
smoke. 

Crews were called to the blaze at 
around 3.15pm on Saturday after pas¬ 
sers-by spotted smoke coming from 
Woodstock Timber Supplies Ltd, on Old 
Bush Street. 

Plumes of smoke were spotted by 
shoppers at the nearby Merry Hill shop¬ 
ping centre. 

West Midlands Fire service deployed 
three appliances following the emer¬ 
gency calls, and asked for a further ap¬ 
pliance to be deployed after they arrived 
at the scene. 

Two hose reels were used to put out 
the blaze, which crews were still tackling 
an hour later. Breathing apparatus were 
also used by firefighters as they tackled 
the fire. 

Owner of Woodstock Timber Supplies, 
Dave Oakley, of Smestow, has been in 
business at the site for 27 years. 

He said: “We’ve never had anything 
like this happen.I don’t know how much 
stock we’ve lost, but I’m just grateful to 
the guys here (firefighters) for coming 
out so quickly. The fire only affected a 
very small part of the yard with only 
slight damage to one of the buildings. 

“Fire crews have said that they are 
not treating it as suspicious and we’re 
still open for business as normal, so cus¬ 
tomers will still get their orders” 

Crew Commander Mark Harris con¬ 
firmed that the two crews remained 
overnight to ensure no further fires. 

Obstacle course 
for dogs at park 

THE annual fun dog show is back on 
Saturday at Baggeridge Country Park, 
at Gospel End. 

Registration starts at the park near 
Sedgley at 10.30am and the first class 
event is at 11.30am. 

Dogs obedience skills will be tested 
and there are lots of classes to enter with 
rosettes and prizes awarded for first, 
second and third places. 

Entry is £2 per class and there is also 
the opportunity to try out your dog’s 
skills on an obstacle course. 

There are limited places per class 
so owners are advised to come early to 
avoid disappointment. 

This popular event is organised in aid 
of Hearing Dogs for Deaf People and is 
sponsored by Blacks Vets. 

Snow leopard cub 
has died at the zoo 

A SNOW leopard cub has died at Dudley 
Zoo just weeks after his mother. 

Zoo bosses confirmed that the four- 
week-old hand-reared Milo died on 
Monday after being taken ill overnight. 
Seven-year-old Nanga died after giving 
birth to Milo. 



Washing Machine 

• 7kg 

• Spin 1400 (rpm) 

• 14 Programmes 

• Energy Rating A++ 

• 10 years parts and 1 year labour 
guarantee 


£259.99 


Deliver, Connect and Collect Old Machine £25 

www.gouldstv.co.uk 


Electrical & Gas Superstore 
BILSTON STREET, SEDGLEY 

Telephone: 01902 664121 


Whirlpool Zanussi Sony White Knight Electrolux Belling LEC New World Hotpoint 


9am-6pm 


Banter/ 
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HIGH CLASS 
STYLING 
FOR GENTS 


Electric Shaver Specialists 

Stockist of spares for 

Braun • Phillips • Remington • Hitachi • Panasonic 

Full range of New Shavers in 

Priory Court, Tower Street, Dudley, 
Ule/t midland/, DYI I BE 
JdupJwmi: 01384 253160 


KINGSWINFORD 




§ 


OFFER 


ORANGERIES & EXTENSIONS LTD , 


All types of building work undertaken 

• ORANGERIES • EXTENTIONS 

• CONSERVATORIES • KITCHENS 

• RENOVATIONS • BATHROOMS 


REFURBISHMENTS 
NEW BUILDS 



For a FREE quote or Advive please call Stuart Porter 

( 18 YEARSA 07968 951733 or 

^erISjce; 01384 620099 

www.kingswinfordorangeriesandextentions.co.uk 


«3 m x 


This Orangerie £12,995 

Offer includes 

• Electrics 

• Plastering 

• One Electric Heater 

• Fibreglass Roof 


<M> 


Treatments available are: 


, 


General Foot Ce 


BPT 


Home Visit Service Available! 

01384 413444 

Footworks 201 - 203 Halesowen Road, Old Hill, B64 6HE 


BsroKBfl PeHTimS? 

Th, D«nUI Shop _.... 




01384 413444 


07701 067261 
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Door to door 
crooks con 
public over 
church fund 

DOORSTEP tricksters have swindled 
the public out of hundreds of pounds 
in donations towards restoring a Dud¬ 
ley church by pretending collect for 
the preservation group. 

The crooked callers, which have 
possibly included children, have 
knocked on doors in the Kates Hill 
area of the town, claiming they were 
collecting for the St John’s Church 
Preservation Group. 

In reality the fraudsters had col¬ 
lected preservation group leaflets and 
used them to convince people they 
were genuine collectors. 

The church campaign group, which 
never collects door to door, are now 
urging the public to help them track 
down the thieves who have conned at 
least £300 from residents. 

West Midlands Police are investi¬ 
gating and should be contacted on 
101 . 

Group chairwoman Deb Brownlee 
said: “Our genuine appeals will be 
seen in the media and social media, 
and do not involve going to people’s 
doors. 

The preservation group is warning 
the public to be on the lookout for any 
further bogus collectors who attempt 
to use the name of their charity. 

Mrs Brownlee said the gang, be¬ 
lieved to include a woman and two 
children, were seen in Mons Road, 
St John’s Road, Highfields Road and 
High view Street around June 23. 

The con comes as a blow to the 
group, which is nearing the final 
stages of its restoration project to re¬ 
open the Grade II-listed church. 


Tech institute call 
is backed by NIP 

DUDLEY North MP Ian Austin has 
called on Government to support the 
creation of a Dudley Institute of Tech¬ 
nology. The Government is establish¬ 
ing Institutes of Technology across 
the country to improve engineering, 
manufacturing and technology skills. 

Dudley College has bid to host the 
Black Country’s institute at its town 
centre campus, where it is building 
the £11 million Dudley Advance II 
centre. 

Labour MP Mr Austin, who has 
worked with the college and manufac¬ 
turers to support the new centre, said: 
“One of the best ways of bringing new 
industries and new jobs to replace the 
ones we’ve lost in the West Midlands 
is to get behind these exciting plans 
for an Institute of Technology.” 

Speed bumps aim 
to slow the traffic 

SPEED-CALMING bumps are being 
added to a road near Dudley town 
centre to slow traffic. ‘Speed cush¬ 
ions’ are being installed and warning 
lines painted at St James’s Road in a 
bid to get motorists to slow down. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Police seize another major cannabis haul 



Cannabis in the Halesowen house 


A HAUL of cannabis plants worth 
more than £400,000 has been made 
by police in a raid on a house in Hale¬ 
sowen. 

Officers discovered the drug grow¬ 
ing set up in Springfield Road, Hale¬ 
sowen, last week. 

West Midlands Police were carry¬ 
ing out inquiries when they found 
six rooms in the property were being 
used to cultivate cannabis. 

A total of 836 plants, worth 
£418,000, were found in the building. 

West Midlands Police Cannabis 
Disposal Team tweeted: “The elec¬ 


tricity had been abstracted illegally 
which required extensive work to 
make the house safe” 

Police in the Black Country are 
raiding a cannabis farm an average of 
every three days - according to figures 
which show £9 million worth of drugs 
were seized in a year. Compared with 
last year, the number of factories dis¬ 
covered has shot up from 88 to 129. 

West Midlands Police discovered 
£8,883,900 worth of cannabis in the 
region from April 2015 to April 2016. 
This was a decrease of more than £lm 
from the previous year. 


Despite a drop in the value of can¬ 
nabis found, the number of cannabis 
farms discovered has risen. In 2014/15 
88 of the illegal set ups were discov¬ 
ered by police in the Black Country, in 
2015/16 there were 129 found. These 
figures reveal cannabis farms now 
tend to be smaller but more common. 

Police say cannabis farms ‘are very 
dangerous places’, often with by¬ 
passed and overloaded electrical cir¬ 
cuits run close to water-filled pipes. 
The plants can also cause floorboards 
to rot, which presents the dangers of 
collapse. 


Council earmarks 
£2.4m for carers 

DUDLEY Council has earmarked £2.4 
million to revamp its services to help 
vulnerable people, including carers. 

It has been working with the Clin¬ 
ical Commissioning Group and other 
partners as part of a major overhaul 
of its services to improve support for 
people to live more independently. It 
will see the introduction of a Carers’ 
One Stop Shop to improve access to 
support and information. 

The plan also includes working 
closely with the Carers Alliance to 
raise the profile of carers. The changes 
are to be in place by March next year. 

Lloyds cuts means 
bank branch closes 

THE Lloyds bank branch in Nether- 
ton is closing down. 

The branch in Halesowen Road is 
closing in October as part of a series 
of closures by the banking group 

It has made the decision to close the 
Netherton branch because it already 
has another branch 1.3 miles away in 
High Street, Dudley, from which to 
serve the local area. 

The Netherton branch was identi¬ 
fied for closure over the Dudley bank 
because if has fewer customer. 

The closures will not result in any 
compulsory job losses. 

Nursery aims to 
cut waiting list 

DUDLEY Council hopes that plan¬ 
ning approval for a new children’s 
nursery in Netherton Park will short¬ 
en the waiting list for places. 

Plans for a new nursery next to 
the existing Netherton Park Nursery 
School were approved last week the 
council’s development control com¬ 
mittee. 

The premises will cater for 32 two- 
year-olds and is to be a single storey 
building with a play area and two 
metre high fence. 

Community open day 
event at Top Church 

A COMMUNITY open day is being 
held at Dudley’s Top Church on Sat¬ 
urday. The event at St Thomas and 
St Luke Church in High Street will 
run from 10.30am to 4pm with the 
Churches Conservation Trust. 

Visitors will be able to go on history 
tours of the Grade II* listed church, 
which dates from 1818, and enjoy 
views from the tower. 

The church has been given a £20,000 
grant by the National Churches Trust 
to carry out urgent repairs. 

Store building auction 

POUNDLAND’S premises on Dud¬ 
ley High Street are up for auction, 
with no confirmation yet whether 
the discount store will be affected. 
The building with basement, ground 
and three upper floors is up for public 
auction in London on July 11 with a 
guide price of nearly £2 m illi on. 


Caretaker found guilty 
over tunnels drug farm 

A CARETAKER has been found 
guilty of allowing a £650,000 canna¬ 
bis factory to operate in the former 
nuclear bunker, Drakelow Tunnels, 
near Kinver. 

After a jury returned a majority verdict 
finding of his guilt, Wayne Robinson, of 
Marlpool Lane, Kidderminster, was told 
by the judge to expect a prison sentence. 

Police who raided the Second World War 
former aircraft factory, under Kingsford Coun¬ 
try Park, in November, 2013 discovered 564 
mature cannabis plants in a growing room. A 
further 321 immature plants were found in two 
other rooms. 

The drugs were said to have a total street 
value of about £650,000. 

Around 30 officers, including dog handlers, 
took part in the raid. They also found hydro¬ 
ponic growing equipment including heating, 
lighting and ventilation fans used in cultivat¬ 
ing the drug. 

Denied 

Robinson, who was caretaker of the site 
owned by his brother, and also had his own log¬ 
ging business nearby, denied any knowledge of 
the cannabis farm. 

He claimed he had rented that part of the 
tunnels to two men for the storage of car parts. 

He only knew them as ‘Thomas and Fabian’, 
and they paid him £200 a month in rent. 

He also claimed that had he known about 
the cannabis farm he would not have allowed 
various events to have taken place in the tun¬ 
nels. This included hundreds of visitors given 
unlimited access to the tunnels for events 
which included Evil Rising in July 2013 when 
more than 300 people were chased by30 actors 
dressed as monsters. 

Robinson was granted bail after the jury 
found him guilty of permitting premises to be 
used for producing cannabis. 

Judge Abbas Mithani QC told him: “It is 
more than likely there will be a custodial sen¬ 
tence. 

“This is an extremely serious offence, to 
allow premises to be used for the production of 
very dangerous drugs which are intended to be 
sold to members of the public. 

Robinson is due to be sentenced later in July 
when he will also be sentenced for possession 
of a shotgun and ammunition without the valid 
certificates,which he pleaded guilty to at a pre¬ 
vious hearing. 


Gazza faces trial after denying charge 



Former England football star Paul Gascoigne, centre, leaves Dudley Magistrates Court last week 


PAUL Gascoigne will stand trial 
in Dudley in September after ap¬ 
pearing in court in the town over a 
racist comment he allegedly made 
at Wolverhampton Civic Hall. 

The former England star 
pleaded not guilty to a charge of 
racially aggravated harassment 
during a hearing at Dudley Mag¬ 
istrates Court last week. 

Gazza, 49, of Poole, Dorset, ar¬ 
rived at court dressed in a dark 
suit and spoke to confirm his 


name, address and date of birth 
during the half hour hearing. 

The Crown Prosecution Service 
decided to press charges follow¬ 
ing a complaint about the former 
footballer’s conduct during his 
‘Evening with Gazza’ show on 
November 30. The comment was 
allegedly made in reference to a 
security guard. 

He arrived to a media scrum 
outside the court and stopped to 
sign autographs for fans. 


After pleading not guilty to the 
charge, Gascoigne is now due to 
face a one-day trial in Dudley on 
September 19. 

District Judge Graham Wilkin¬ 
son told him: “You are on uncon¬ 
ditional bail to return to this court 
on September 19 at 9.30am. 

“It is an imprisonable offence if 
you don’t turn up. 

“If you are not here on time 
the trial will go ahead in your ab¬ 
sence.” 
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WE DO WHAT OTHER CARPET FIRMS WON’T. 

Help move heavy furniture, up lift plus take 
away old carpets FREE OF CHARGE 
Shave doors. Bed assemble and disposal. 


DISABLED? OAP? CAN'T GET OUT? 

or anyone who Just needs extra help! 

Can’t come to us, well come to YOU 

We will bring lOOs of carpet samples 
sofa and bed brochures to your door 


I- CHOICE’ WINDOWS ~i 

■gsgEMteBaaiM 


We are a small family business established 
since 1990. With NO showrooms, 
salesmen or other costly overheads. 

We can offer very competitive prices on 

• uPVC replacement windows • Doors 

• Porches • Patio’s and Conservatories 


ONE WINDOW ORDERS WELCOME 

• High Security locking • Internal Glazing 
• No Deposit • 10 Year Guarantee 


FENSA 


I CALL PHIL | 
01384 352535 
07973 114333 

www.choicewindowsdudley.co.uk 


Heavy Domestic 
Saxonys 

from 


Samantha Sofa 


3 + 2 Fabric Sofas only £ 


Warehouse Unit, D Dormston Trading Est., * 
^ Burton Road, Gornal DY1 3T0 • 

OPEN: MON-SAT 9.30-5.00 • 


Divan Beds 
Singles from 

£92 
Double from 

£142 


Bleach 
cleanable 
carpets from 
£ 3.99 sq yd 


Lola Leather 
Suite 

3 + 2 Recliner in 
Black or Brown 

£699 


sq yd 

was £1 4.00 


many mstor-G ffemsi 

We will beat your BIG Superstores 


DUDLEY 
SEDGLEY 
GORNAL 
COSELEY 


WOMBOURNE 

HIMLEY 

KINGSWINFORD 

4ETHERTON 


COVERS 
ALL AREAS 


Adrian Bromley 

01902 880541 
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THE BEST OF 

PETER \ & 
RHODES jj’, 

A FORMER colleague who lives in 
France declares in a column that Britain 
is now “more isolated than ever.” I can 
only refer her to that classic (and probably 
apocryphal) newspaper billboard: “Fog in 
the Channel - Continent Isolated.” 


£35,000 spent on movie memorabilia 


AROUND £35,000 was spent on 
movie memorabilia at an auction in 
Dudley. Collectors outbid each other 
at Baylies Hall auction house run by 
Aston’s. 

Rare lots went for hundreds but 
some items were snapped up for 
considerably less as the auction had 
price tags to suit all. But nobody was 
willing to stump up the cash for a 
Nazi uniform worn by Richard Bur¬ 


ton in the 1968 war movie Where 
Eagles Dare - with a guide price of 
between £7,000 and £10,000, it was 
the most valuable item on offer. 

A kilt worn by Christopher Lam¬ 
bert in 1986 film Highlander was 
bought by an online bidder for £800, 
while a Nazi leather bomber jacket 
worn by Michael Caine in The Eagle 
Has Landed went for £480. But a 
robe which was possibly worn by 


Omar Sharif in Lawrence of Arabia 
went for just £60. 

Relatively small amounts were also 
enough to purchase costumes worn 
by Hollywood father and son actors 
Kirk and Michael Douglas. A British 
uniform worn by Michael Douglas in 
Shining Through went for £40 but 
a Nazi uniform worn by the same 
actor sold for more than double that. 
Kirk’s A suit worn by his Kirk in 


Queenie fetched £55. Sean Connery 
proved a bigger attraction as a jacket 
worn by him spy movie The Russia 
House sold for £200. An original 
poster from Live and Let Die, Roger 
Moore’s first outing as 007 went for 
£550. 

The auctioneers confirmed around 
£35,000 was spent on the day with 
most bids being made online for the 
lots that came from three collections. 


I WOULD understand it if my wife sent 
me an email expressing reservations about 
Boris Johnson, like the one columnist Sa¬ 
rah Vine sent to her husband, the Tory MP, 
Brexit campaigner and now leadership 
contender Michael Gove. I would sympa¬ 
thise if my wife pressed the wrong but¬ 
ton and the email ended up in the public 
domain; these things happen. What any 
spouse would find hard to forgive is Vine’s 
shrill use of capital letters in her email 
which reads: “One simple message: you 
MUST have SPECIFIC ASSURANCES 
from Boris OTFIERWISE you cannot guar¬ 
antee your support.” Does Mr Gove enjoy 
being addressed like a particularly dim 
five-year-old? 


Urgent appeal for help 
as festival faces the axe 


THE mystery of why young people are 
so fond of the EU continues. Thousands 
of young people congregated in Westmin¬ 
ster to demonstrate against Brexit. They 
claim to love the EU. Have they spoken 
to any young people from the south of the 
continent? Here in Britain unemployment 
among the under-25s is only about 13 per 
cent. In Italy it is 39 per cent, in Spain 45.3 
per cent and in Greece a shattering 48.9 
per cent. The EU these British kids cher¬ 
ish has inflicted utter hopelessness on the 
youth of half a continent. 

YOU know 
how it is when 
you don’t think 
you’ve heard 
the whole sto¬ 
ry? Bank of 
England Gov¬ 
ernor Mark 
Carney says 
the bank is 
ready to pro¬ 
vide £250, 000 million of addition¬ 

al funds to support financial markets. So 
where did he suddenly find that? Down the 
back of the sofa? 

IN these uncertain post-referendum 

days, do you not feel the sand shifting 

beneath your feet? Like many Leavers, I 
watched the results coming in with mount¬ 
ing delight, followed by that “what have we 
done?” moment, followed in turn by grow¬ 
ing pride and optimism. We are an amaz¬ 
ing nation. We can do great things. But 
now there’s a growing suspicion that Brexit 
is simply not going to happen. As I wrote 
on June 13, not entirely tongue-in-cheek: 
“Let me say it once again. If we vote In, we 
stay in the EU. If we vote Out, we stay in 
the EU. Simple as that.” Time will tell. 

A READER describes seeing a bloke us¬ 
ing the urinal while eating a bacon sand¬ 
wich. Too much information, thanks. Mind 
you, it does disprove that old belief about 
men being unable to multi-task. 

Don't miss Peter 
Rhodes every Mon¬ 
day to Friday in your 
Express & Star 


By Richard Guttridge 

THE Dudley Festival of 
Music, Drama and Dance, 
which has run for more 
than half a century, is fac¬ 
ing the axe due to a lack of 
organisers. 

Numbers in the group which 
puts on the show each year have 
plummeted and now the or¬ 
ganising committee admit this 
year’s event may have been the 
last. 

Hundreds of people take part 
in the event, which has run for 57 
years, and sees shows put on across 
Dudley highlighting local talent in 
the arts. 

Committee member Mary Burns 
said they had struggled to attract 
people to help organise the spring 
event in recent years and was now 
issuing an SOS. 

The festival is held over three 
weekends in March at Dudley Col¬ 
lege. 

Chairman Gillian Bloore said: 
“We are very short of committee 
members and very short of helpers. 
We have more than 1,500 entries 
each year. It’s a very popular festi¬ 
val and we want it to continue into 
the future.” 

Standard 

Mrs Bloore said: “The standard of 
people that enter is fantastic. Sev¬ 
eral of them have gone on to per¬ 
form in London and we had one man 
who did rehearsals with Andrew 
Lloyd Webber and toured with Cats. 

Posts will have to be hlled by the 
time the group holds its annual 
meeting later this month. 

The festival was originally or¬ 
ganised after a group of residents 
came together over concerns there 
was no event in Dudley to celebrate 
the arts. Basil Poole and his wife 
Gwenyth, a pianist, formed a com¬ 
mittee which helped set up the first 
event. Mr Poole was involved with 
the festival until his death in 1999. 

Anyone interested in joining the 
committee or helping can call Mrs 
Bloore on (01384) 837536 or email 
chairman@dudleyfestival.co.uk 



Black Country duo in step for charity 



Miss Black Country Abigail Cutler and Mr Black Country James Machin at RAF Cosford on their charity walk 


IT was all about guts and glamour for Miss England 
hopeful Abigail Cutler when she tackled a charity chal¬ 
lenge. 

The reigning Miss Black Country and James Machin, 
who is Mr Black Country, are raising cash for disadvan¬ 
taged children. They were taking part in an 101-mile 
sponsored trek from Dudley to Southport and called at 
RAF Cosford Museum on the way. 

Abigail, 23, chose the route as she will be appearing in 
the grand final of the Miss England contest in Southport 
later this month. The pair won their respective titles in 
events at the Copthorne Hotel, Brierley Hill, earlier this 
year. They have joined forces to raise money for the Miss 
England charity Beauty with a Purpose. 


Their route took them through Shropshire, then on 
throught The Wirral to Birkenhead before arriving in 
Southport at the end of the three-day walk. 

Dancer Abigail, who lives in Rowley Regis, said: “It 
is for a good cause and the money is going to disadvan¬ 
taged children at home and abroad. We hope to raise 
awareness about the charity. 

“People have been showing their support by pressing 
their car horns and businesses have let us use their fa¬ 
cilities. I took part in the London Marathon and James 
is due to do a triathalon, also in London.” 

The Miss England extravaganza is due to be held at 
Southport Theatre & Convention Centre’s Floral Hall 
on July 21. 


Shop raid 
over illegal 
cigarettes 
led to court 

A FORMER Stourbridge shopkeeper 
who admitted possessing illegal ciga¬ 
rettes for sale has been given a sus¬ 
pended jail term and ordered to carry 
out unpaid work. 

Mazar Abbas, aged 31, pleaded 
guilty to five offences in front of Dud¬ 
ley magistrates. The court heard Dud¬ 
ley Council trading standards officers 
visited Enville Street News in Enville 
Street, Stourbridge, in November 
2015 accompanied by police and a to¬ 
bacco sniffer dog. 

A total of 265 packets of cigarettes 
and 41 packets of hand-rolling tobacco 
were discovered at the shop. None had 
been made for the UK market so they 
had evaded excise duty and lacked 
health warnings. There were also 157 
packets of counterfeit cigarettes. 

Abbas, of St John Street, Dudley, 
was given a 12-week concurrent jail 
sentence for each of the five offences 
suspended for 12 months and was or¬ 
dered to carry out 100 hours unpaid 
work. He was ordered to pay £1,000 
costs and an £80 victim surcharge. 

The court heard he was no longer 
involved in the running of the busi¬ 
ness. 

Councillor Rachel Harris, Dudley 
Council’s cabinet member for health 
and wellbeing, said: “Illegal tobacco 
is sold at low prices which makes it 
easier for children and young smoker- 
sto get hooked. Cheap cigarettes also 
make it harder for people to quit and 
remain smoke free. It deprives legiti¬ 
mate businesses of revenue and robs 
the taxpayer of money that could be 
spent on schools and hospitals.” 

Kent-based group 
buy motor dealers 

TOYOTA and Hyundai dealerships in 
Stourbridge have changed hands in a 
deal which has seen Motorline Group 
increase its number of sites to 43. 

Westlands in Brettell Lane, Am- 
blecote, is part of the Westlands 
Motor Group which has been bought 
for an undisclosed sum. Kent-based 
Motorline has acquired four Toyota 
and three Hyundai dealerships. The 
other sites are in Gloucester, Worces¬ 
ter, Hereford and Bromsgrove. 

Westlands, which was established 
by Nick Wilczynski, employs 200 staff 
and has annual turnover of £65 mil¬ 
lion. 

The acquisition makes Motorline 
one of the UK’s largest Toyota brand 
partners with 13 dealerships in the 
UK as well as increase the number of 
Hyundai dealerships from two to five. 

Exhibition marking 
40 years of lace guild 

THE Lace Guild, based in Stour¬ 
bridge, is staging an exhibition to 
mark its 40th anniversary. 

The display will continue in the 
town’s historic Red House Glass Cone 
in High Street, Wordsley, until Sun¬ 
day, July 17. 


ADVERTISEMENT 


Cloudy2Clear Windows 
- Service With A Smile! 


It’s been a crazy few months for 
Cloudy2Clear Windows. The 
company which specialises in 
repairing windows which are 
steamed up, broken or damaged 
by replacing the panes - not the 
frames has grown rapidly as 
homeowners take advantage of 
their services. 

Managing Director Brian 
Stanley feels that it’s all about 
service. ‘Our product is simple. 

If your double glazing is misted 
up we can replace the glass at 
a fraction of the cost of a new 
window, in any type of frame, and 
with a new 5 year guarantee. But 
it’s not just about saving people 


money, although that obviously 
helps. Many tradespeople have 
struggled since last year and I 
honestly feel that during the good 
times a minority perhaps didn’t 
focus on customer care as much as 
they should have done. 

We make sure we turn up when 
we say we will, do the job the 
customer requires and leave then- 
house as clean as a whistle. I often 
get comments back from customers 
on how they really didn’t expect that 
sort of service which, in a way, is 
very sad for the service industry as 
a whole.’ 

Cloudy2Clear service 
Wolverhampton and the surrounding 


area and Brian is finding that his 
approach is a major factor in his 
success. ‘The truth is that it’s not 
just the personal satisfaction that 
I get from doing a good job but 
also it makes good business sense. 
I get a huge amount of business 
from friends and family of people 


I’ve done work for, which just 
goes to show how much a little bit 
of effort is appreciated.’ 

So, if your windows are 
steamed up, broken or damaged 
give Brian a call for a free 
quotation on 0800 61 21 118 and 
he’ll be happy to help! 













































The dead of 
the Somme 
remembered 
at services 

THE Black Country fell silent on Fri¬ 
day as the Battle of the Somme was 
remembered 100 years on. 

Whistles were blown to mark the 
beginning of silence at solemn ser¬ 
vices across the region to commem¬ 
orate the start of the battle, which 
was the bloodiest in British military 
history. 

By the end of the first day nearly 
20,000 had died on the battlefield in 
northern France. Within four months 
more than a million soldiers from 
both sides had been killed or injured 
in the trench warfare. 

Events began early to mark the 
exact time a century ago when whis¬ 
tles were blown on the British front 
line at 7.30am to send troops over the 
top and into battle. 

Services were being held at Ceno¬ 
taphs and churches across the region 
as people came out to pay their re¬ 
spects to the thousands of men, in¬ 
cluding many in their teens, who died. 

Whistles were blown at Powke Lane 
Cemetery in Blackheath as members 
of the public joined representatives 
from the Royal British Legion branch. 

Wreaths were laid as the war dead 
were remembered at Victoria Park in 
Tipton. People gathered at Holy Trin¬ 
ity Church in Wordsley for a remem¬ 
brance service, starting a 7.30am. 

A large commemorative service 
took place at the National Memorial 
Arboretum in Staffordshire, which in¬ 
cluded a live link to the international 
Service of Remembrance at the Thi- 
epval Monument in France, attended 
by the Her Majesty the Queen. 


Homes plan gets 
the green light 

FOURTEEN homes will be built on a 
former pub site in Quarry Bank, de¬ 
spite opposition from concerned res¬ 
idents. 

Plans for the flats, which will be 
built near the corner of Thorns Road 
and Caledonia, have been given the 
go-ahead by Dudley Council planners. 

Caledonia Residents Association 
had objected to the plans on behalf of 
residents concerned about increased 
traffic and congestion. 

The new homes at the open site, 
which had been occupied by a pub 
until the mid-1960s, will consist of six 
one-bedroom apartment, six two-bed- 
room and two three-bedroom. 

The approval for the new homes 
scheme was granted by planners sub¬ 
ject to 19 conditions. 

Jewellery stolen 
in village break-in 

BURGLARS raided a property in a 
village near Stourbridge and made off 
with a haul worth more than £12,000. 

Jewellery worth £12,500 and cash 
was taken from a home on Brantley 
Lane, Bobbington, on June 30. 


Aldi taking shape on former pub site 



The Aldi store under construction 


WORK on a new supermarket on the 
site of a landmark Dudley pub is tak¬ 
ing shape - and it is expected to open 
in the next five or six weeks. 

The latest Aldi supermarket will 
open on the site of the demolished 
King Arthur pub, next to Birming¬ 
ham New Road. 

Aldi is set to employ 35 staff and six 
deputy managers at the store with va¬ 
cancies still needing to be filled. 

It comes as part of a drive by Aldi 
to increase its presence in the Black 
Country with a total of 140 new jobs 
expected at around 15 new stores. 


Dudley North MP Ian Austin or¬ 
ganised a jobs fair last month so that 
local people could find out more about 
the jobs available. 

Residents were also able to ask 
questions of Aldi bosses at the event 
at Priory Primary School. 

Mr Austin said: “One of the reasons 
local people supported Aldi’s plan for 
a new supermarket was because it 
would create over 40 new jobs in an 
area of high unemployment. 

Labour councillor Ken Finch was at 
the fair, which was attended by more 
than 100 people. 


“The feedback that we got from 
Aldi is that there will be jobs for local 
people, with at least 50 per cent of 
those 35 jobs going to people from the 
area,” said Councillor Finch. “When 
the application was approved, that 
was a condition that we made as coun¬ 
cillors - that it makes a difference to 
local employment opportunities. 

“We do have a problem with un¬ 
employment and I am sure there are 
lots of people who would welcome this 
opportunity to be taken off the dole.” 

To apply for an Aldi job, visit the 
www. aldir ecruitment .co .uk website. 


Carer convicted after 
disabled man bruised 


A CARER who abused a severe¬ 
ly disabled man, causing bruising 
to his ears, has been convicted of 
ill-treating him. 

Nicholas Howard was found guilty at 
Wolverhampton Crown Court. 

A jury heard how the 32-year-old was sup¬ 
posed to be providing specialist one-to-one 
care at the home of his victim in Badger Court, 
Stourbridge, in May 2014. 

His job was to work as part of a team sup¬ 
porting the 44-year-old due to his severe 
learning disability, which meant he is totally 
dependent on others to meet his needs. 

But concerns were raised when Howard 
handed over to another carer at 9pm that 
night, who noticed bruising to the victim’s 
ears. She also saw he was covered in white de¬ 
odorant stains. 

Police were called and an investigation was 
launched. 

In an interview some weeks later, Howard, 
of Roberts Green Road, Dudley, denied having 
anything to do with the bruising and suggested 
it could have been caused by self-harm. 

Although he accepted the victim’s deodorant 
was locked away in the bathroom, he claimed 
the victim could have taken his own personal 
deodorant from his bag and sprayed it while he 
wasn’t looking. 

Expert 

However, these suggestions were rejected 
by expert witnesses in court, including an oc¬ 
cupational therapist who said it was ‘highly 
unlikely’ the bruising could have been caused 
by self-injury and it was just as unlikely the 
victim could have done drenched himself in 
deodorant. 

Officers from West Midlands Police’s Public 
Protection Unit pursued a victimless prosecu¬ 
tion given the victim’s disabilities. 

A jury found it was Howard who was respon¬ 
sible for causing the injuries. He was found 
guilty on Friday, after denying the offence. 

Speaking afterwards, Detective Constable 
Sarah West said: “We still don’t really know 
why Nicholas Howard carried out this abuse 
but his colleagues told us they were concerned 
about his general behaviour and lack of pa¬ 
tience. He was immediately suspended from 
work when this allegation came to light and fol¬ 
lowing Friday’s conviction he will never be able 
to hold such a position of trust in the future.” 

Howard will be sentenced on July 25. 



Woodland clear-up after floods 


Working on ground damaged by flooding are volunteers (from left) John Barrett, Louise Mason, Paul Mason, 
Ian Sloan, and Derek Langford with senior project officer Stefan Lewandowski, of Halesowen, at Saltwells 


VOLUNTEERS have helped 
transform a nature reserve dam¬ 
aged by flash floods. 

A team from The Conservation 
Volunteers have been working 
at Saltwells Nature Reserve, be¬ 
tween Netherton and Brierley 
Hill. In recent months they have 
cleared rubbish, got rid of weeds 
and cut back overgrown plants. 

The project was funded by Intu, 


which owns the nearby Merry Hill 
shopping centre. 

Their efforts were disrupted by 
recent downpours, which caused 
flash flooding across the Black 
Country and left part of the re¬ 
serve under water. 

Stefan Lewandowski, senior 
project officer, said: “We have 
been doing general tidying up 
and conservation. Then the water 


level rose and removed a lot of the 
work we had done, such as path¬ 
way maintenance.” 

Fly-tipping has also been an 
issue, with the team having to 
remove rubbish that had been 
dumped in the woodland. 

“We have removed a lot of the 
rubbish. Now it is cleaner we are 
seeing a lot more wildlife. We have 
seen kingfisher on the site.” 
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Delay warning 
at Thorns Road 

DELAYS are expected to continue for 
another week on a busy dual carriage¬ 
way with one lane to be blocked off. 

Resurfacing work is being carried 
out on a stretch of the busy Thorns 
Road at Quarry Bank, between Mount 
Pleasant and Caledonia, having 
started on Friday. 

The work is scheduled to take 
place outside of rush hours, in a bid 
to minimise delays, but drivers have 
been warned to anticipate congestion 
between 9.30am and 3.30pm as traffic 
merges into one lane. Disruption is ex¬ 
pected to continue until July 15. 

It's a right royal 
treat in The Mall 

MEMBERS of a charity that protects 
a Stourbridge park enjoyed a royal oc¬ 
casion in London, at the royal birth¬ 
day Patron’s Lunch for the Queen. 

The Mall was transformed into a 
huge street party for The Queen’s of¬ 
ficial 90th birthday party on June 12 
when representatives of more than 
600 charities were invited. 

Among them were Carrie, Roger 
and Isabelle Harris, who attended 
with Fields in Trust, which protects 
the King George V park. Fields in 
Trust is the only national charity ded¬ 
icated to parks and playing fields. 

Volunteers up 
for PCC's award 

A VOLUNTARY counselling scheme 
that helps more than 100 children 
and young people a week has been 
nominated for a West Midlands Police 
and Crime Commissioner’s Outstand¬ 
ing Citizens award. 

The volunteer team at The What? 
Centre in Coventry Street, Stour¬ 
bridge, helps young people between 
13 and 25 who are troubled or dealing 
with mental health issues. All the vol¬ 
unteers are trained counsellors who 
help 120 youngsters a week. 

More parking spaces 
near shopping centre 

NEW parking spaces are being cre¬ 
ated around Halesowen’s Cornbow 
Shopping Centre. 

Spaces will be made available to 
shoppers on Great Cornbow, which 
was mostly governed by double-yel¬ 
low lines. The changes mean shoppers 
will be able to park for free for up to 
45 minutes. Dudley Council said the 
changes followed concerns from trad¬ 
ers about a lack of parking spaces im¬ 
pacting on shops. The changes come 
into force tomorrow (Friday). 

Charity coffee boost 

A STOURBRIDGE manufacturing 
company held a coffee morning, rais¬ 
ing more than £400 for charity. Por¬ 
ter and Woodman Group hosted their 
third charity Coffee and Cake morn¬ 
ing in aid of Midlands Air Ambulance 
and a diabetes charity. Other busi¬ 
nesses at Mill Race Lane were invited. 


BLINDS 

DUDLEY - www.blind-deals.co.uk 


BEST DEAL! 

3 child safe 
verticals 
one per household offer 


NO OBLIGATION HOME QUOTE 



ALL PRICES INCLUDE FREE 

MEASURE & FITTING 
HUGE CHOICE OF POPULAR 
FABRICS & GENEROUS SIZE 
RESTRICTIONS 


CALL 

FREE 


contact your local advisor 
to see our fabric range & 
other available deals 


0800 0214266 


life/tyle Window/ 

“Tfod/men not fcile/men" 

• Windows 

• Doors 

• Conservatories 

• Fascias 

• Guttering 

• 10,000 local installations available for viewing - please ask 

• Phone for a free quote and speak to Dave or Mark - deal direct with the owners 

• No sales reps, no sub contractors 



Call us to find out why so many people choose 
Lifestyle Windows 01384 295855 
or visit our website www.lifestylewindows.com 


Kingswinford Fascias Part of the Windows Group 
Kingswinford Window Doctor 2015 Range of Doors Now Available 



Mobile) inone 


j & laptops repaired on site 
iPhone 4,5 and iPad repairs carried 
i out by a fully qualiiied iTechnician 
jFast, efficient and reliable J 
same-day service / 


- Talk n Talk Mobiles 

Repair Centre K 


81 Great Bridge, Tipton DY4 7AY 

Tel: 07825 414759 


•REPAIR 


UNLOCK 
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IN MY VIEW 


with Mark Andrews 


Gunning 
for names 
linked to 
dark past 

THIS month we mark Black Country Day, 
a time to celebrate the countless indus¬ 
tries which made this area the workshop 
of the world. From the Newcomen steam 
engine at Dudley, the glittering glassware 
of Wordsley and Kingswinford, the red, 
fiery furnaces of Bilston, Wednesbury, 
and Brierley Hill - the Black Country led 
the world. 

Unless, it seems, you are the headmis¬ 
tress of a school at the heart of one of our 
historic manufacturing centres. 

For centuries there has been an area 
around the outskirts of West Bromwich 
known as Guns Village. Its precise origins 
are uncertain, but around the 18th and 
19th centuries it played a major role in 
Britain’s munitions industry. 

Ok, so some of the industrialists of the 
day weren’t too fussy about where their 
weapons ended up - in many cases, the 
Confederate side of the American Civil 
War. Nevertheless, Guns Village played 
an important role in making West Brom¬ 
wich the place it is today. 

Dawn Cooper, the headmistress of 
Guns Village Primary School, believes the 
name has connotations with gun crime, 
and is inviting people to come up with 
a nice new touchy-feely name for the 
school. I suppose we should be grateful 
she didn’t use the word ‘inclusive’, which 
usually accompanies such madcap pro¬ 
posals. But if you apply the same logic 
elsewhere, should Arsenal football club 
be renamed? 

Slave 

Then there’s Fighting Cocks in Wolver¬ 
hampton, which of course is associated 
with blood-sports, not to mention the Bull 
Rings in Birmingham and Sedgley. 

And what about Penny Lane, immor¬ 
talised by The Beatles? The road, near 
John Lennon’s childhood home, was 
named after John Penny, a leading figure 
in Liverpool’s slave trade. I suppose Paul 
McCartney’s lyrics could be rewritten, 
but somehow “In the road at the junction 
near the bus terminal at Smithdown Place 
there is a barber showing photographs” 
doesn’t really work, does it? Maybe the 
song should be banned altogether. Suits 
me, I can’t stand The Beatles. 

Of course, it’s easy to poke fun, which 
is why I do it. But there is a serious side 
to all this. History is littered with bloody 
and unpalatable stories, from the rise and 
fall of the Roman Empire to the Second 
World War. But this modern, ‘progressive’ 
idea that everything unpleasant or offen¬ 
sive should be airbrushed from our past 
is disturbing in an age where university 
students demand ‘safe spaces’ lest they 
be subjected to opinions they dislike. 

Guns Village will always be Guns Vil¬ 
lage, whatever the school thinks. Per¬ 
haps if schools spent more time teaching 
youngsters about local history rather than 
shielding them from anything unpleasant 
or violent, they would have more of a 
sense of identity and civic pride. 



Quest for truth over 
the murder of Carl 



SCAPEGOAT FOR 

MURDER 

I hr tciil.n Abate the Killing 
of CmI ttt 


ft 
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The scene of the crime that shocked the nation in 1978 - Yew Tree Farm, near Stourbridge Scapegoat for Murder by Simon Golding 


True crime writer Simon 
Golding tells TOBY NEAL 
how he shed new light on 
a notorious child murder 


AN author who says he has uncov¬ 
ered evidence which sheds new 
light on the unsolved murder of pa¬ 
perboy Carl Bridgewater. 

True crime writer Simon Golding, from 
Bridgnorth, has detailed his findings in a 
book which has taken nearly two years 
to write. He was also was involved in a 
recent Channel 4 television documenta¬ 
ry in which Bert Spencer - a convicted 
murderer who has lived under a cloud of 
suspicion that he killed 13-year-old Carl 

- was interviewed by a top criminologist. 

Spencer vociferously denied any involve¬ 
ment in the 1978 killing, for which four men - 

- who became known as the Bridgewater Four 
were convicted - but subsequently cleared by 
the Court of Appeal in 1997. 

Carl is thought to have disturbed burglars 
while delivering a paper to Yew Tree Farm at 
Prestwood, in countryside near Stourbridge, 
and was shot dead at point blank range. 

Golding’s book is called Scapegoat for Mur¬ 
der: The Truth About the Killing of Carl 
Bridgewater and was originally due to be 
launched last September. 

But Simon was approached by the televi¬ 
sion team and worked closely with them, and 
agreed to delay publication until after the doc¬ 
umentary was broadcast last month. 

It takes its “scapegoat” title from a phrase 
often used by Spencer. 

Simon, who used to live near the scene of 
the killing, said: “It is a misconception that I 
am in any way in support of Bert Spencer. 

“My only loyalty was to the truth and to try 
to seek justice for the violent and senseless 
murder of a 13-year-old boy. This story is so 
very tragic and close to my heart. I lived in 
Stourton and could see Yew Tree Farm, where 
the murder took place, from my attic bedroom 
at age 16. 

“I watched the police combing the area for 


clues. I knew a few of the witnesses, together 
with the doctor who first found Carl’s dead 
body. 

Personal 

“Carl’s father worked for my late father and 
I had worked next to Brian Bridgewater before 
I became a journalist, writer and producer in 
1994, so it was somewhat personal to me.” 

The book, he says, was written neither to 
exonerate nor incriminate Spencer. 

“It is up to the reader to make their minds 
up,” he said. 

The author says that when Spencer was in 
prison for the murder of Hubert Wilkes, he 
had written a series of notes and essays in 
the form of a rough manuscript, which were 
passed on. The documents were a crude rant 


at his accusers, including campaigning jour¬ 
nalist Paul Foot. Although little was usable, 
Simon conducted his own investigation and 
came up with his own conclusions. 

“I started my journey with contact from 
Bert Spencer, due to an unrelated incident as 
his late brother, Don, shared a mutual friend - 
I was trying to track this friend down as it was 
coming up to my 50th birthday. 

“Of course, I knew all about Spencer being 
a major suspect in the murder of the paper¬ 
boy. This was when the Bridgewater Four 
campaign was starting up. I built up an odd 
friendship with Spencer and he found out I 
was a writer. 

“In the early days I was a campaigner for 
the Bridgewater Four. Then, after my early 
dealings with Spencer, I got more involved. 


“I started writing the book and tried to 
be objective and I went through the process 
letting Bert have his right of reply, but also 
checking up on certain events where informa¬ 
tion was available. 

“I had obviously interviewed Spencer face- 
to-face many times and I think it was fair to 
say he would paint himself in the best possible 
light. All my conclusions in the book challenge 
some of the information shared with me by 
Spencer.” 

Simon added: “On many TV and other 
media interviews Spencer talks about ‘his’ 
book, which is totally incorrect - I have full 
rights and Spencer has not actually read my 
book!” 

He said the book was selling well and was in 
the Amazon bestseller list for true crime. 



John's (garden tfiarity Open Day at 

ASHWOOD NURSERIES 
Saturday 16 th JuCy 

^ 10am 4pm Entrance £5 00 

AJI proceed* denoted so H«}h Flyer* 


• Beautiful Plants and Nursery # Garden Shop • Gift Stop 

• tea Room (Open 4 JSpndjitp* • PAsll Order Service 

WWW.ASHWOODNURSERIES.COM 

As*t#kkkI Nursene* As*w*ood L3r»e Kngwinford DW& QA£ Tel: 01 JIM 401990 

Xnrrgf Uprorq Mon to Set SJOer- - 5 JOpm & Iwn - VJQpm 


K3 L* g 


Homeclad 



• FASCIAS 

• GUTTERING 

• SOFFITS 

• CLADDING 

• TILE EDGING 

BEST VALUE IN 
THE MIDLANDS 

PREMIUM 

PRODUCTS EXPERTLY 
FITTED BY A LOCAL 
FAMILY COMPANY 


SPECIAL OFFER 

FREE guttering and downpipes 


0800 73 13 946 » 

CALL FOR A NO OBLIGATION QUOTE i 

8 ABBOTSFORD DRIVE DUDLEY DY1 2HD 




Vertical & Roller Blinds 
New season fabrics now available 


5 YEAR GUARANTEE 


Also available 

• Romans • Pleated 

• Conservatory Roof Blinds 

• Wood Venetians 

• Venetian Blinds 

• Curved Tracks for Bay Windows 

FREEPHONE 

0800 5875279 

Open Seven Days a Week 

0121 429 3169 



FREE Home Quote. FAST Delivery 















































No coherent 

I’VE yet to identify a coherent plan by 
Dudley Council regarding the closure 
of Dudley Museum and transfer of its 
permanent collection/exhibitions pro¬ 
gramme to Dudley Archives. 

The Archives building in Tipton 
Road is beautiful, yet it was designed to 
house local and civic records - it seems 
it’s now being asked to transform into 
a display facility as well as storing ar¬ 
tefacts. 

There is only one room at Archives 
that is remotely suitable for exhibi¬ 
tions, and that’s the foyer that includes 
a small alcove area. If that is to be used 


plan for museum's move 

for a regular exhibitions programme, it The element that really lets the 
will remove the most attractive feature building down is the unmade car park - 
of the building, used by visitors and a rough area full of potholes. Whatever 
conference delegates alike as a break- happens, this area must be improved 
out area. because it currently presents an appall- 

One by one, all other rooms at Ar- ing impression to visitors, 
chives have been occupied by various There is no indication either of what 

council departments and one commer- may happen to the staff of both build- 
cial organisation. Therefore the only ings. Archives skills and museum skills 
way to provide exhibition space is to aren’t the same. Will Archives staff 
build a museum extension. It would have to retrain so they can double up 
make sense to provide an all-round as museum staff and be expected to 
heritage amenity on one site but non- cope with all the additional work? 
sense if the purpose of the whole exer- M JONES 

cise is to save money. Volunteer at Dudley Archives 


SOFAS TOTAL 

CLEAR OUT 

SOFAS - ALL SORTS 




mm 


ULTIMATE^ 

'SECURITAS 

GUARANTEE 


Open Weekdays 9am to 5.30p: 


Halesowen B62 9LS Saturday 9am to 4pm Sunday Closed 


Make the RIGHT decision this I^^EPHONE 0800 01 f 6060 

SpringTand give, Rydale^ airing... t 


Italian Leather Suites each 


Soft Cover Traditional Suites to 




3 Str, 2 Str Recliner Sets 


Plenty of oddment sofas, chairs etc. 
Don’t Miss Out - Something for Everyone 

TRADE FURNITURE 

UNIT 12 PEARTREE LANE, DUDLEY. DY2 OQU 
TEL: 01384 484077 I OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK 10-3PM 
ESTABLISHED OVER 25 YEARS 


Now we 
must work 
together 

REGARDLESS of which 
side we voted for, it is now 
time to put the differences 
aside and to make Britain 
better by working together. 

For too long immigrants 
have been used as scape¬ 
goats. Truth is we British 
have in some ways neglected 
our country, letting it and 
its reputation decline. 

This is our time to focus 
on Britain, our home. We 
must work together to en¬ 
sure our youngsters are well 
educated, to work with com¬ 
munities and police to cut 
crime, to tackle anti-social 
behaviour and make our 
neighbourhoods safe and 
friendly, work with busi¬ 
nesses to help sustain em¬ 
ployment and growth. 

It is time to put Britain 
back on the map as a nation 
of honest and hard working 
people. It is down to us to 
make a better future. So, 
help Britain thrive again 
and be respected as it once 
was. Otherwise, it will be 
too late to repair. 

F ZARA 

Brierley Hill 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


POST 

Dudley Chronicle, 
Chronicle Editorial, 
51-53 Queen Street 
Wolverhampton, WV11ES 


EMAIL 

dudley.chrons@ 

expressandstar.co.uk 


Letters should be brief and MUST include name, address and telephone 


‘Let it rip' riders are 
not without blame 

I HAVE seen articles pleading with motorists to ‘be more 
aware of motorcyclists’, attributed to Michael Rutter. 

One of the major factors of motorcyclists being involved 
in accidents is speed.A couple of years ago, my brother-in- 
law was in Sandwell Hospital and the guy in the next bed 
was an elderly motorcyclist, who said: “We buy the newest 
and best bikes when they come on the market, and just let 
it rip.” I once knew a guy who used to brag that he rode 
along the ‘Rabbit Run’ at 140 mph. 

And what about clothing? Many riders wear black. Can 
they be seen clearly? And what about lights? They give oth¬ 
ers chance to see bikes but how many do not bother to have 
them on. 

The most important item is the Highway Code and speed 
limits. How often do motorcyclists ignore both of these? If 
they are involved in an accident, the riders are always said 
by their relatives to be ‘careful riders’. 

My wife and I frequent the Wolverley area. Both the 
A449 main road, and the road in and out of Wolverley vil¬ 
lage, are used by motorcyclists to ‘let rip’. 

All road users should take care. 

P COLE 
Kingswinford 


The Brexit 
blunder is 
not binding 


NOW the consequences of 
an exit from the EU are 
becoming more apparent, I 
suspect some may be won¬ 
dering if they have done the 
right thing. 

I believe a referendum is 
fine as a barometer of public 
opinion but it should never 
be used in isolation to deter¬ 
mine Government policy. 

We democratically elect 
our MPs to make such deci¬ 
sions on our behalf. To dele¬ 
gate such major decisions to 
the people is an act of gross 
negligence and a sure sign of 
a weak and divided Govern¬ 
ment. Cameron has put the 
interests of his party before 
the interests of the country. 

We would never trust the 
future of our country to 
the media and flamboyant 
political extremists, but a 
referendum leaves the elec¬ 
torate at the mercy of such 
people. A referendum is not 
legally binding. There is still 
time to get out of this mess, 
if the Government has the 
courage to act. 

M CLIFF 

Wall Heath 


Windows & Conservatories, Orangeries, 
Porches, Fascias & Soffit Boards 

RYDALE 

MASSIVE MISCOUNTS AVAILABLE 
ON JULY INSTALLATIONS 

Every window and conservatory is custom 


Hetaijs 


Eull 


made to the most rigorous quality 

standards you will find in the 
, industry. 

No other company in the 
area has more experience and 
know how than Rydale, and 
that’s why we haye* been in 
business for 
more than 

31 years. ^ r Supplied 

^ Fitted...across 
- the Midlands 

1 


MB 
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Replace the 
existing roof on your 
conservatory and 
create a comfortable 
environment and a 
room you can use 
all year round 
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Come along and see how 
the windows are made 
and see all our products 
in showroom. 


w. 


*Terms & Conditions Apply All major credit 
cards accepted ‘Pictures for illustration only 


-C €0 


SUMMER OFFERS 

3 Windows £670 

4 Windows ^^^^wJow £880 

5 Windows R^^R^^m^Iow £1090 

6 Windows 1370 


0121 552 9777 
0800 0075 312 


www.highspecinstallations.co.uk 

hispec-sales@outlook.com 



OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK: Mon - Fri 8am - 6pm Sat & Sun 10am - 4pm 


FACTORY & SHOWROOM: Rood End Rd. Oldbury B68 8SF 


Royal family 
quiz helps to 
save the day 

Grange E Guild 

ACTING chairman Chris 
Holton presided over the 
June meeting at Grange 
Court, Stourbridge, giving a 
warm welcome to all mem¬ 
bers and visitors. 

In her report, secretary 
Jean Williams announced 
that Grange Guild would be 
entering three teams in the 
annual inter-guild quiz at 
Stourbridge Football Club 
and several guild members 
would be attending the Fed¬ 
eration’s annual luncheon 
at Vesuvio’s restaurant, 
Stourbridge on July 25. 

Treasurer Jill Attwood 
gave an up-to-date financial 
report and Marlene O’Han¬ 
lon brought everyone up-to- 
date with items needed for 
the shoeboxes. Next month 
she would like donations of 
stationery. The collection of 
copper coins was still going 
strong and donations for the 
food bank was also doing 
well. 

Unfortunately, the 
speaker for the evening 
was unable to attend and 
guild member Jacqueline 
Hill stepped in and saved 
the evening. She presented 
a very enjoyable quiz where 
all the questions concerned 
members of the Royal 
family. Small prizes were 
awarded to the winners and 
Jacqueline was given a vote 
of thanks by Chris. 

The raffle was drawn 
with three lucky winners. 
The sales table consisted of 
plants which went well. The 
sales table for July will be 
bring and buy. 

Anyone interested in join¬ 
ing the guild can go along to 
a meetings as a visitor. Or, 
contact secretary Jean Wil¬ 
liams on 01384 832439. 


Guest a ray of light 
with colourful talk 



Treasurer Sandra Chappell, vice chairman Ann Rogers,Sue Langley and Mary Jones 


CHAIRMAN Mary Jones was delighted 
that two recent visitors decided to join and 
also welcomed another new lady. The three- 
course lunch at The Lodge, Wellington 
Road, Dudley was once again of the highest 
standard. Special thanks go to the staff. 

The speaker Sue Langley was very enthu¬ 
siastic on the subject of The Glory of Col¬ 
our. Apparently we all have an aura which 
is an energy field that surrounds our body. 

This varies in size but the average ex¬ 
tends from the body by up to a meter in 
seven different colour rays, each one as¬ 
sociated with particular organs, and with¬ 
out realising it what we choose to wear is 
linked to our aura that day. Together with 


Dudley South Ladies Luncheon Club 


the Kingswinford Townswomen’s Guild, 
Luncheon Club members enjoyed an after¬ 
noon tea in delightful surroundings at Him- 
ley Hall. This was a royal occasion which 
everyone would like to repeat in the future. 

Instead of a luncheon on Friday, August 
12, members are invited to the home of Ann 
and Mike Rogers for a coffee morning with 
strawberry scones, raffle and bring and buy. 

Tomorrow (Friday) at The Lodge, Dud¬ 
ley, David Bartley will entertain with his 
Black Country poems and humour. 


A sea of red, white and blue 


A STRAWBERRY tea was 
held in June as a 90th birth¬ 
day tribute to Her Majesty 
The Queen. 

A birthday toast was pro¬ 
posed by president Doreen 
Comley. There was a display 
of photographs taken at spe¬ 
cial events over the years, 
and as a result there was a 
lot of happy chatter as mem¬ 
ories were aroused. All this 


Kingswinford TWG 


was followed by a red, white 
and blue bring and buy sale 
to raise much-needed funds. 

Members were congrat¬ 
ulated for wearing the 
national colours. Special 
thanks were extended to 
Brenda Greenaway for pro¬ 
viding the flower arrange¬ 


ment for the chairman’s 
table, also in red white and 
blue. It was donated as an 
extra raffle prize. 

Sally Fowler and Bessie 
Waters won the raffle prizes 
and chairman Enid Fennell 
wished the quiz team luck. 

On July 11 at 7.30pm at 
the community centre, Ron 
Gallivan will speak about 
the Amish People. 
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It's generation joy for 
super mom Joan, 85 



Joan O’Neill cradles two-week-old great-grandchild Joshua at the family party to celebrate her 85th birthday 


“THEY took a lot of bringing 
up, but they were good chil¬ 
dren.” 

These are the words of Joan 
O’Neill, mother of 11, grandmoth¬ 
er of 24 and great-grandmother of 
17 with another three on the way 
at her 85th birthday celebrations. 

The huge family party saw four gen¬ 
erations and 50 family members come 
together to honour its matriarch. 

Joan, of Upper Gornal, and her 
clan arrived at the Conservative Club 
in Hill Street for her surprise bash, 
which was also attended by her sisters 


Irene, 91, and Ruth, 80 and her young¬ 
est great-grandchild Joshua, who is 
only two weeks old. 

Joan said: “I can’t believe everyone 
is here. They took a lot of bringing up 
but they were good children. I couldn’t 
ask for a better family. The grandchil¬ 
dren are all very good, especially when 
they do my housework.” 

Born in Worcester, Joan married 
Eddie in 1952, had 11 children. First 
came Michael, followed by Jerry, John, 
Maria, Chris, Stephen, Kathy, Berna¬ 
dette, Angela, Eddie and Anthony. 
Husband Eddie, Jerry and Eddie Jnr 
have since passed away but Joan’s 
remaining nine children and other 


descendants were in attendance at the 
family gathering. 

Joan and Eddie used to run the 
Horse and Jockey pub in Upper Gor¬ 
nal during the 80s. 

Reminiscing about growing up, 
Maria said: “The milkman used to de¬ 
liver 12 bottles of milk every day, we 
used to get a sack of spuds each week 
and four loaves of bread every day. 

“I don’t think we really appreci¬ 
ated it at the time how hard she had 
to work. She had it tough when we 
were growing up, because our dad was 
working away a lot. 

“This is such a close-knit family, 
everybody is friends with each other.” 


Midland UPVC 
Windows and Poors Ltd 


SAVE MONEY ON YOUR FUEL BILLS 
WITH OUR ENERGY RATED WINDOWS 



i Free Design service 
1 10 yr Insurance back 
guarantee 

i High security locks 
i Energy saving 
windows & doors 
i All built and installed 
by our own fitters 
i OAP Discounts 
(t&c apply) 


JULY SALE 

UPVC SALE 6 FLAT 
A RATED WINDOWS 
ANY SIZE 

£ 1599.00 fitted 

t&c’s apply geographical & other restrictions apply. 

Buy Direct from your local manufacturer 

FANTASTIC SPECIAL BED £^f 
NEW UPVC 
DOOR RANGE 
GUARANTEED 
TO BEAT ANY 
GENUINE 
WRITTEN QUOTE 



ALL AREAS COVERED 01384 234170 / 01384 429152 
VISIT OUR WEBSITE WWW.MIDLANDUPVC.CO.UK 
midlandupvc@live.co.uk 

OFFICE HOURS MONDAY TO FRIDAY 9AM TO 5PM 


OFFICE 


CHOiCE BATHROOMS 


YOUR CHOICE... FOR A BETTER BATHROOM 


THE LOCAL SPECIALIST IN BATHROOM REFURBISHMENT 

We want YOUR CHOICE to be us... 






“ Our company is owned and run by 
local tradesmen meaning the work 
is carried out properly and on time. 
We strive to keep our prices as low 
as possible in order to keep within 
the budgets of retired, disabled and 
working families which make up 
95% of our customers ” 


EXAMPLE FULL JOB FOR 

£ 3850.00 

• 90x90 Quadrant Cubicle with 
low level tray • 15 SQM Wall Tiles 
• Tiled Floor • Replacement 
Shower • New Basin & WC 
• All Rubbish Removed 


WE OFFER A FREE NO OBLIGATION 
HOME VISIT & ON THE SPOT PRICE 
WITHIN 48 HRS OF YOUR CALL 




THIS WEEKS 

BATHROOM SPECIAL 

Are you having problems getting in and out 
of your Bath? We will remove the Bath & 

Fit an easy access low level round, square 
or oblong cubicle and tiled inside. 
Supply a new replacement shower. 

A Folding Seat & Grab Rail. 

ALL FOR ONLY 

£ 2150.00 


EXTRA DISCOUNT 
FOR OUR RETIRED 
& DISABLED 
CUSTOMERS 


Unit 4, Charterfield Shopping Centre, Charterfield Drive, Kingswinford, DY6 7SH 


VISA 


TELEPHONE: 01384 287222 

Open 9am - 5 pm 6 days a week 

Showroom also at: Lichfield Road, Wednesfield, Wolverhampton, WVI I ITW. 01902 861908 
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Is Your Old (Suite: 

Looking a little tired and worn??? ] 


35 Years Experience 
All Work Guaranteed 
iooo’s of Fabrics 
Prompt Efficent Service 
Discount for OAPs 


SERVICE 

Sofa Style 

Chatsworth House, Hayes Lane, Lye, 
Nr Stourbridge DY9 8RD 

01384 892018 

www.sofastyleupholstery.co.uk 

Open Mon - Saturday 10am - 4pm 
*ASK FOR DETAILS 



Gourmet Meal Care 


Prrrtl* Mm!& on 



Nutritious, two course British classics 
delivered hot, plated and ready to eat at 
lunch time. We’ll ensure your elderly loved 
ones are eating well 
Spaces available on our Wordsley and 
Kingswinford round and on our new 
Sedgley and Gornal round 


free Sunday roast 

when you order for the week 


wwwyxirTD O lfi w a>cttrsoo>.ufc 


01384 429484 



Halesowen Fireplaces 

AT THE HEART OF YOUR HOME 


Complete Fireplace Packages from £499 



For a range of Gas and Electric Fires and Surrounds 
visit our showroom (opposite Tyre City on Long Lane) 

“U Telephone 0121 559 9985 



Unit 14, Long Lane Trading Estate, 
Long Lane, Halesowen B62 9LD 
www.halesowenfireplaces.co.uk 


Farce was 
funny, but 
not a laugh 
out loud 

Swap!, Grand Theatre, 
Wolverhampton 

THE ‘fun’ started when I 
asked the programme seller 
in the foyer if she wanted to 
exchange (as it had Swap! 
emblazoned on it). 

And then I was in danger 
of missing the ending. It 
said Act 2: 24 Hours Later, 
you see, so I was going to 
come back the next day. 

Such gags are on a par 
with the ones in this farce, 
written and directed by Ian 
Ogilvy. Some were subtle, 
others shoehorned in, but, 
although funny in places 
wasn’t laugh out loud. 

It was set in Marbella 
where Brian and Susan 
Flowers and her brother Jer¬ 
emy swapped homes with 
the householder. Bodies 
soon appeared and the trio 
got themselves into a host of 
tricky situations. 

Nine bodies turned up 
among the cast of seven. But 
there was ‘corpsing’ from 
one of those that lived. 

First Patric Kearns as 
Jeremy told Brian (David 
Callister) to “Shut up Bri- 
ony.” Then he referred to 
the character Nick Nick as 
Knick-Knack. 

Stafford-born Freya 
Copeland, ex of Emmerdale, 
can be forgiven for overact¬ 
ing at times, while Louisa 
Lytton, formerly of The Bill 
and EastEnders, appeared 
as homeowner Paul Dob¬ 
son’s ex-girlfriend Coral. 

David Janson, best known 
as the Keeping Up Appear¬ 
ances postman, was Dobson 
and mobster Pedro. Davies 
Palmer and Alan Mehdiza- 
deh also took on multi roles. 

Mark Shipp 



Super troupers - Emma Clifford, Sara Poyzer and Jacqueline Braun, in Mamma Mia! 


Sunny stage set on Abba's 
dancing queens and kings 


Mamma Mia! 

Birmingham Hippodrome 

TO misquote Abba’s Dancing Queen, the 
Mamma Mia! musical juggernaut rolled 
into town and it really did look like the cast 
were ‘having the time of their lives’. 

We were invited to throw away any pre¬ 
conceptions we may have had thanks to 
THAT movie, which featured some of the 
worst singing ever laid down on celluloid! 

And with this colourful take on the story, 
a few tweaks here and there, a simple set 
which does not detract from the music, and 
a couple of extra Abba songs thrown in for 
good measure - it was a case of Meryl who? 

Sara Poyzer steers the ship with ease as 
single mum Donna, who is coming to terms 
with the marriage of her young daughter 
on a Greek island, whilst running a hotel. 
Of course farce ensues when she keeps 
bumping into the three potential fathers of 
Sophie - played by English rose Lucy May 
Barker - after she sets up the quest to es¬ 
tablish her paternal roots. 

Things really take off when Donna’s for¬ 
mer ‘backing singers’ Rosie (Jacqueline 
Braun) and Tanya (Emma Clifford) burst 
onto the scene, effortless in their stagecraft 
and bringing every possible comic nuance 
to the fore. 


REVIEWS 


The pair’s vocals, particularly during 
Chiquitita blend beautifully and provide the 
foundations for many a standout moment. 

But, and here is the cliche you’ve all been 
waiting for, the real star of the show is the 
music! Sorry. 

One forgets how - and this is difficult for 
me to write - great some of the music from 
Mssrs Andersson and Ulvaeus really is. The 
Name of the Game, is an absolute classic, 
Thank You For The Music is beautifully 
lilting. 

One final mention must go to the amaz¬ 
ingly energetic ensemble who seem to be 
running around the stage, doing acrobat¬ 
ics and hernia-inducing gyrations all night 
long. But no-one quite gets close to the Du- 
racell-battery powered pocket-rocket Louis 
Stockil as Pepper, whose performance dur¬ 
ing Does Your Mother Know comes close to 
stealing the show. 

Mamma Mia! runs until Saturday Sep¬ 
tember 3, contact the box office 0844 338 
5000, or log onto www.birminghamhippo 
drome.com. 

Graeme Andrew 


DW Windows 


WINDOWS, DOORS AND CONSERVATORY CENTRE 


OPEN DAY 

July 9th 10am - 4pm 

Celebrating 

A Decade in Business 

50% OFF 


Our best ever 

a genuine 10% off in conjunction with 
our 10 year anniversary for bookings 
taken on the day. 

Win a FREE Composite 
Door worth £825. 

By booking an appointment on the 
day you will be entered into a 
free prize draw to win the door. 


8 Meadow Lane (Off Shaw Road), Coseley, West Midlands, WV14 9NQ Tel: 01902 661779 
7 Brick Street, Sedgley DY3 1 NT Tel: 01902 662511 www.dwwir 
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Fun for all the 
family in park 

MORE than 7,000 people are anticipated 
at a Dudley park for an annual festival on 
Saturday. 

Netherton Park is preparing to host en¬ 
tertainment for all the family from 10am. 
For younger visitors there will be a bouncy 
pirate ship, giant inflatable slide, bungee 
trampolines and a host of attractions. 

There will also be bric-a-brac and market 
stalls, craft and jewellery stalls and a clas¬ 
sic car display, as well as Dudley Zoo staff 
bringing along a number of animals. 

West Midlands Fire Service will be doing 
demonstrations on the day and there will be 
representatives from organisations includ¬ 
ing Dudley Lions, Compton Hospice, Dud¬ 
ley Fostering, Black Country Wildlife Trust, 
Coombeswood Canal Trust, Mary Steven’s 
Hospice and St John Ambulance. 

Richard Johnson, from the Friends of 
Netherton Park, said: “This year will be the 
11th year we have put on the event with it 
growing year on year.” 


Support group work puts 
Jon in line for citizen award 


A MAN who set up a support 
group for men struggling 
with depression and addic¬ 
tion is up for an Outstanding 
Citizen award. 

Jon Mansell, aged 43, runs free 
drop-in group, Ex Boozehounds at the 
Hope Centre in Halesowen. He also 
writes a popular blog, detailing his 
own experiences with addiction and 
mental health issues. 

Mr Mansell is up for the West Mid¬ 
lands Police and Crime Commission¬ 
er’s Outstanding Citizen award and 
will find out if he has won at Birming¬ 
ham Repertory Theatre on July 13. 


He said: “The staff from the Hope 
Centre got in touch a year ago after 
reading my blog and said that I could 
help there. Some days in the group 
there are two people, other days there 
are eight. It gives men the chance 
to focus on their demons and talk 
through their issues. 

“We help each other through differ¬ 
ent things and relax. We support them 
and then their confidence builds and 
they strengthen. 

“There is a lot of pressure on men. 
Take me, for example, people say that 
by 43 I should be married, with kids, 
a 4X4 and a semi-detached house and 
good job - if you don’t have those, 


you’re a failure and that pressure is 
unhealthy. 

“I am against that whole ‘just pull 
yourself together’ attitude but it does 
feel as though things are changing. 
I’m in the process of setting up an¬ 
other group. Attitudes are changing 
and we are moving in the right di¬ 
rection. I want to fight against the 
stigma and be upfront, honest and not 
ashamed. I was chuffed to bits to get 
the nomination.” 

West Midlands Police and Crime 
Commissioner David Jamieson said: 
“Jon is putting his head above the par¬ 
apet to help a group of people so often 
overlooked.” 



Jon Mansell - support group 


Towering ambition for 
landlocked lighthouse 

A MONUMENTAL ‘lighthouse’ could 
stand at the centre of the redeveloped 
former Chance Brothers Glassworks site 
in Smethwick, say developers behind the 
proposed £10 million scheme. 

A group aiming to renovate the Spon 
Lane site with homes and new employ¬ 
ment opportunities want the giant struc¬ 
ture as a centrepiece. 

World 

The lit-up tower would pay homage to 
the Smethwick glassworks which pro¬ 
vided optical components used in light¬ 
houses around the world. The glass face 
on London’s Big Ben was also made there. 

Designs show the lighthouse overlook¬ 
ing the M5. Much of the site, including 
the iconic seven-storey building next to 
the motorway, has fallen into ruin. The 
Chance Glass Works Heritage Trust want 
the green light to regenerate the area. 


Homegrown horror 

movie getting Close 



Tense moment - Emmy Award winner Glenn Close in a 

scene from horror thriller The Girl With All The Gifts 

THE first trailer for a new zombie horror movie which was 
filmed in the Black Country, Birmingham and on Cannock 
Chase has been released. The Girl With All The Gifts, star¬ 
ring Staffordshire-born Peaky Blinders actor Paddy Con- 
sidine, Hollywood star Glenn Close and Gemma Arterton 
is set for release later this year. Scenes were shot at lo¬ 
cations in Dudley and Halesowen for the movie, which is 
based on a novel by Mike Carey. 

Children's services 
leadership blamed 

THREE-QUARTERS of children’s services departments 
across England are inadequate or require improvement, 
say Ofsted. These include Dudley, Birmingham and 
Sandwell’s children services. 

Inspectors who looked at the problems nationwide 
blamed weak leadership and too-high caseloads for social 
workers as major reasons why some local authorities are 
failing to care for vulnerable children. 

One in four authorities inspected under a new, more rig¬ 
orous regime were judged inadequate - a five per cent rise 
on the previous round of inspections. A further 43 required 
improvement to be regarded as good, while just 23 authori¬ 
ties were providing good or outstanding services. 

Chief inspector Sir Michael Wilshaw said the figures 
were unacceptable and added that while Ofsted published 
the names of underperforming local authorities, he could 
‘be tempted’ to publish the names of poor managers to stop 
them moving around the system. 

Common features of inadequate services include children 
having too many different social workers, the high case¬ 
loads, delays in making visits and a failure to see children 
alone. Poor leadership or supervision of social workers 
were also highlighted. 

The report also stressed that failings were not because of 
funding levels, adding: “It’s about how local authorities use 
their funding. Some of the highest spending local author¬ 
ities were also the weakest.” It concluded that the quality 
of leadership in an area was “the single most important 
factor” in the standard of protection given to children. 

Sir Michael said: “There is clearly an ongoing need for 
improvement. While we have seen some green shoots of 
progress, too many areas are still failing the children they 
are charged with protecting. This report shows that the 
context of a local authority, including size, deprivation and 
funding, cannot be used as an excuse for poor performance. 
If some authorities can succeed in difficult circumstances, 
so can others.” 




Modern large sofa in a textured natural fabric. 

WAS £999 SALEJ499' 


Oak finish extending dining table & 4 chairs. 

WAS £1079 SALE-£809" 


Natural oak effect sliding robe. 

WAS £599 SALE £429- 


Silentnight Miracoil luxury storage divan set. 

WAS £649 SALE £399- 


£349s *£499 


SAVE 

£580 


£249 


SAVE 

£350 


,£349 


SAVE 

£300 


Level Street 
Merry Hill, Dudley 
West Midlands 
DY51UA 
T. 01384 77444 


LLIAM&SONS 

www.williamandsons.co.uk 


OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK... 
Monday to Friday 10-5.30pm 
Saturday 10-6pm 
Sunday 11-5pm 


We’ll not be beaten on Price! That’s our ‘Price Promise’ to you! 

Visit us at www.williamandsons.co.uk and sign up to hear about our latest news & offers! 


Baker tfbardj MM JTmtu M |f MyUl rauch l&Qm ^ ti.’S WADE 

0% APR 0<>/ ° APR Representative 'Deferred interest free credit offer available on orders over £399. Representative Example: Cash Price £399. Deposit £0. Total Amount of Credit £399. Duration of the Agreement 18 months. 12 x Monthly Repayments of £33.25 starting 6 months after delivery or collection. 
representative Annual Rate of Interest 0%. Representative APR 0%. Total Amount Payable £399. Written details available on request. Credit is subject to status. Terms & Conditions apply. Price Match Promise Terms & Conditions apply. Ask in store or see our website for further details. All offers subject to availability E&0E. 
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KEEPING YOUR HOME AUTHENTIC, SAFE AND ENERGY EFFICIENT THIS SPRING 
BEAUTIFULLY DESIGNED WINDOWS, DOORS, CONSERVATORIES & ORANGERIES 

We are a professional, family run, local company who have over 34 years year-on-year trading installing quality 
windows, doors, conservatories and orangeries. We pride ourselves on our high quality standards and that we 

can offer all our customers total satisfaction on whatever you need. 

^T rrrlt ixTso 

ORANGERIES AND CONSERVATORIES 

For more information call us now on 



or visit our website at 


vw.wombourne-windows.co.uk 


□ 


FENSA 


Morlock House, Bridgnorth Road, Wombourne, South Staffs WV5 OAL 

Opening Hours: Monday-Thursday 10am-6pm, Friday 10am-5pm, Saturday 10am-4pm, Sunday 10am-2pm 


storm 












£11.7111 skills centre 
set to open in 2017 


PLANS for an £11.7 million man¬ 
ufacturing training centre in the 
Black Country have been formally 
submitted. 

The skills centre proposed for the 
former Thomas Dudley site, off Tip- 
ton Road, Tividale, would be built in 
collaboration with the University of 
Wolverhampton. It is hoped it could 
open next year. 

The facility would offer special¬ 
ist training in toolmaking, foundry 
skills, pattern making and metal 
forming, becoming the latest train¬ 
ing centre to launch in Dudley. Sev¬ 
eral similar bases have already been 
launched at campuses in recent 
years. 

An artist’s impression has re¬ 
vealed a building with the main 
workshop decked out in the colours 
of the Black Country flag. 

Excellence 

The centre is due to open in 2017 
and it is hoped it will become the 
new institute of technology for the 
Black Country. 

The scheme received £7.6 million 
of crucial funding, which was allo¬ 
cated by The Black Country Local 
Enterprise Partnership (LEP), 
through its Growth Deal. 

The plans are now due to go be¬ 


fore Sand well Council’s planning 
committee this summer. 

Businessman Ninder Johal, an 
LEP board member, said: “It’s great 
to see the plans have gone in. 

“As we all know the Black Coun¬ 
try has a long tradition of manufac¬ 
turing excellence and we have seen a 
recent renaissance in the area. The 
LEP is focused on making sure we 
maximise that skill set.” 

A design and access statement 
submitted alongside the plans con¬ 
firmed the proposed black, red and 
white colour scheme for the work¬ 
shop, drawing inspiration from the 
Black Country flag. 

The report states: “We believe 
this reference will engender a sense 
of pride for the local community and 
make this an iconic building.” 

In May it was revealed that the 
centre was going to cost £400,000 
more than originally anticipated 
after a pipeline was discovered run¬ 
ning underneath the site. 

The report states: “The build¬ 
ing has been designed to work as 
efficiently as possible on the split 
level site. The workshops location 
within the site aims to maximise the 
relationship of this element of the 
building with the existing foundry 
adjacent.” 



An artist’s impression of the proposed new manufacturing training and skills centre in Tividale 


Zoo weaves web of 
success for work 
to save rare spider 

DUDLEY Zoo weaved a web of success as it scooped a 
gold award for its project with the fen raft spider (Dolo- 
medes plantarius). 

The Castle Hill attraction was awarded gold in the 
British and Irish Association of Zoos and Aquariums 
(BIAZA) 50th Anniversary awards for the project which 
began in 2011. 

Working with nine other zoos around the UK, Dudley 
co-ordinated the national programme which involved 
keepers acting as foster parents to 2,450 Fen raft spider- 
lings for two months, feeding and caring for them until 
they were strong enough to be released into their natural 
habitat. 

There are only three known populations - in Norfolk, 
East Sussex and South Wales - due to major losses of 
wetland habitats. 

Fen raft spiders are listed as vulnerable and is one of 
only two spider species fully protected by UK law. 

Zoo conservation officer Chris Leeson, said he was 
thrilled that the zoo had picked up the award. 

He said: “We’re thrilled to be recognised by BIAZA 
for our work with Fen rafts. Rearing them in captivity 
increases their slim survival chances in the wild to over 
90 per cent. Without projects like this one, where we’ve 
been able to give the species a helping hand to re-pop- 
ulate and hopefully help secure its future, it would’ve 
been difficult for the arachnid to recover on its own.” 

Dudley Zoo’s Caroline Howard played ‘mum’ to 400 
one to two-week-old baby spiders. She individually fed 
each one fruit flies every few days. 
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Teenager is 
locked up 
for causing 
death crash 


A TEENAGER who killed a newly married tel¬ 
ecoms engineer while speeding in his moth¬ 
er’s car has been put behind bars for four 
and a half years. 

Matthew Harding, aged 27, was working at the 
roadside in a Coseley street when he was struck by 
the Citroen Picasso. 

The 17-year-old who was behind the wheel had ignored 


warnings from his mother 
not to take her car. 

One witness told police 
it appeared he had ‘not got 
a clue how to drive’, Wol¬ 
verhampton Crown Court 
heard. 

The driver, who cannot 
be named because of his 
age, had been distracted as 
he was trying to turn on the 
windscreen wipers and then 
swerved to avoid a parked 
car, the court was told. 

The vehicle careered into 
two Virgin Media techni¬ 
cians, Mr Harding and his 
colleague Jermaine Bu¬ 
chanan, at the corner of 
Jack Holden Avenue, Wood- 
cross. 

Cannabis 

The youth, from Tipton, 
had been driving at 47mph 
in the residential area and 
had smoked cannabis the 
night before. 

Mr Harding, a father from 
Oldbury, had only got mar¬ 
ried a week before he was 
killed on July 20 last year. 

Danielle - his wife of just 
10 days - had to make the 
‘heartbreaking’ decision 


By Richard Guttridge 

to turn off his life support 
machine after being told by 
doctors there was no hope, 
the court was told. 

Sentencing the driver, 
Judge James Burbidge said 
it was clear the teenager 
knew nothing about cars 
and had made the deliber¬ 
ate decision get behind the 
wheel anyway with cata¬ 
strophic consequences. 

The judge said: “This was 
a flagrant disregard of all 
the rules of the road. You 
took the car without per¬ 
mission and the inevitable 
happened. 

“You knew you had been 
told not to drive and you 
knew you were incapable of 
driving.” 

The teenager, who was 16 
at the time of the incident, 
was banned from driving for 
seven and a half years. 

The youth had admitted 
causing death by danger¬ 
ous driving and a separate 
charge of causing serious 
injury by dangerous driving 
at a previous hearing. 


Bill's day at Beacon 


A BEACON Centre user has celebrated his 100th birthday 
with a party at the Sedgley-based service for the visually 
impaired. 

Bill Richards, marked the big day on June 18 when staff 
organised a party for him. 

Mr Richards was born in Wolverhampton and, apart 
from a 25-year spell living near Croydon, has lived in or 
around the city all his life. 

He joined the army in 1940 with the Royal Engineers and 
after leaving he completed an apprenticeship within the 
printing industry. He said: “I love coming to the Beacon 
Centre and have made a lot of friends.” 


PUBLIC 

NOTICE 


SALE NOW ON 

SAVE UP 
TO 75% 


Solid Oak Dining Table 
& Chairs to clear 

from £595 

(available in light and dark oak) 


3 seater Sofa with 
2 Recliner Actions 


i SOFAS AND CHAIRS 
MADE TO ORDER - ANY SIZE 

• FREE HOME DEUVERY 
FREE REMOVAL OF YOUR OLD RED 

© LARGE SELECTION OF FABRIC 
AND LEATHER SUITES 


2 & 3 SEATERS TO CLEAR FROM AN AMAZING £295 

[Various Colours and Designs] 




MATTRESSES • SOFAS 


r AII reduced to a fractiofrof.their, normal price 


Special offers for\ Odd Bases & 

senior citizens j Mattresses 
If you can’t come to us J To Clear 

from £69 


I 


u p t o;£i;ooo;p art exchange 

FORlYOUR OLD SUITE 


Dreamworld 

furniture 

LUXURY 8 Stallings Lane, Kingswinford DY6 7HU 

TUSSi Tet 11384 2KS60 

LARGE FREE CAR PARK 

Open: Mon-Sat 10am - 5pm | Sun 10.30am - 4.30pm 


♦ * 


\ 


fvyrsd Mi 
HjhQUAL 


Made to 
Measure 

Reclinersand Riser 
Recliners Available 

, designed to fit you 

11000 fabricv^ffO leathers to choose from 


Your chairj 


Dudley Chronicle Thursday, July 7, 2016 






























Dudley Chronicle Thursday, July 7, 2016 


14 


Scaffolding 
stolen from 
sport venue 

A SCAFFOLDING tower 
has been stolen from a sta¬ 
dium in Kingswinford. 

The raiders broke a fence 
to get into the Handrahan 
Sports Stadium on Mile 
Flat, Wall Heath, and then 
dismantled the tower be¬ 
fore making off. 

The incident took place 
sometime between 4:30pm 
on Thursday, June 30, and 
8am the following morning. 

A spokesperson for Staf¬ 
fordshire Police said: “If 
you witnessed anything 
suspicious around this time 
or have any information in 
relation to this incident, 
please contact Stafford¬ 
shire Police on 101 quoting 
incident number 147 of 
July 1. 

Police also issued a warn¬ 
ing, saying: “Please remain 
vigilant and be on your 
guard. Regularly review 
your security measures and 
contact the police if you see 
any suspicious activity.” 

TUiro women 
hurt in crash 

TWO people were taken 
to hospital after a car ac¬ 
cident in Kingswinford 
which saw a wall part-de¬ 
molished and a tree 
knocked over. 

The crash, which oc¬ 
curred at midnight on 
Monday in Rangeways 
Road, left the silver Vaux- 
hall Corsa on its side. 

Two women who were in 
the car, which finished up 
on the drive of a bungalow 
in the street, were taken 
to hospital with minor in¬ 
juries. 


FOCUS ON KINGSWINFORD & WALL HEATH AREA 


MP calls for re-opening of 
Bridgewater murder case 


GAVIN Williamson, MP for South Stafford¬ 
shire, has joined Dudley North MP Ian Aus¬ 
tin in calling for the reopening of the Carl 
Bridgewater case. 

It comes after a TV documentary cast doubt on the alibi 
of the initial suspect, Bert Spencer. 

Mr Spencer has called the Channel 4 programme - In¬ 


terview With a Murderer - 
the prosecution of his ex- 
wife Janet over claims she 
made in the documentary 
and criminologist Pro¬ 
fessor David Wilson, who 
interviewed him for the pro¬ 
gramme. 

Mr Williamson said he 
wants justice for the ‘shock¬ 
ing crime’ and has called on 
Home Secretary, the Solic¬ 
itor General and the Chief 
Constable of Staffordshire 
to consider reopening the 
case. 

He said: “It is terrible 
that the true killer of Carl 
Bridgewater has never been 
held to account. I strongly 
support calls for the case to 
be looked at afresh in view 
of this possible new evidence 
and very much hope that we 
may finally be able to see 
whoever was responsible for 
this shocking crime brought 
to justice.” 

The murder of the 
13-year-old paper boy at 
Yew Tree Farm near King¬ 
swinford in 1978 shocked 
the nation. It is believed he 


‘deceitful’ and is calling for 

ByJackAverty 


was shot because he had dis¬ 
turbed a burglary. 

As well as Mr William¬ 
son, Dudley North MP Ian 
Austin has called on Home 
Secretary Theresa May to 
reopen the investigation 
into the murder of the 
Wordsley boy 38 years ago. 

Staffordshire Police have 
seen the 90-minute pro¬ 
gramme, Interview With 
a Murderer, broadcast on 
June 12. 

The programme fea¬ 
tured interviews with Bert 
Spencer, a suspect before 
the Bridgewater Four were 
wrongly convicted of the 
killing, and claims to cast 
doubts on his ‘cast-iron’ 
alibi. 

Mr Spencer, who now 
lives in Lincolnshire, served 
15 years in prison for the 
1979 shotgun killing of 
Hubert Wilkes at Holloway 
House Farm, Prestwood. 

Quest for Truth - see page 6 



Elizabeth Oldnall, aged 14, with her five-year-old brother Robert, aged 5, from Wall Heath 


Spirit Of 
the 1940s 
captured 

IT looks like a heart-warm¬ 
ing family scene from the 
1940s but this photo of 
siblings Robert and Eliz¬ 
abeth Oldnall, from Wall 
Heath, was actually taken 
just a few days ago - during 
the 1940s weekends held 
at the Severn Valley Rail¬ 
way in Kidderminster and 
Bridgnorth. 

With men in uniform 
gathered on the platform 
and an evacuation train 
pulling into the station, vis¬ 
itors to heritage railway line 
could have been forgiven for 
thinking they were back in 
wartime Britain. 

The spirit of the 1940s, 
complete with fashions and 
music from the ear, was 
conjured as thousands of 
enthusiasts visited during 
the annual celebration of 
Britain during the Second 
World War. 

Famous lookalikes, in¬ 
cluding Sir Winston Church¬ 
ill, King George VI and Field 
Marshal Montgomery, could 
be seen at the stations. 


Jobs on 
the horizon 
at estate 

THE owner of the biggest 
industrial estate in the 
Black Country has un¬ 
veiled multi-million pound 
plans for a massive 260,000 
sq ft expansion that could 
create hundreds of jobs. 

London & Cambridge 
Properties (LCP) plans to 
extend Pensnett Estate, 
Kingswinford, with a series 
of warehouse and indus¬ 
trial units. 

The plans for the first 
phase of the development, 
comprising 130,000 sq ft, 
have been submitted to 
Dudley Council. 

LCP is a major UK 
property and development 
company with its own 
headquarters on the Pens¬ 
nett Estate. 

Among its various Black 
Country sites it also owns 
the Wulfrun shopping cen¬ 
tre in Wolverhampton. Its 
Kingswinford site is one of 
the biggest secure business 
estates in Europe, home to 
170 businesses. 

Flower show 
Miracle theme 

A SPECIAL ‘celebration in 
flowers’ is to take place in 
Kingswinford this week¬ 
end. 

The ‘Miraculum’ flower 
show will take place at St 
Mary’s Church on Saturday 
from 10am till 4pm and on 
Sunday from 11.30pm to 
4pm. A special Evensong 
service will take place on 
Sunday at 6.30pm to close 
the show. 

The show is themed on 
miracles. Programmes cost 
£1. See www.stmarysking- 
swinford.org.uk for details. 




’ Marble Fireplaces 

• Solid Wood Surrounds 
Made To Measure 

' Valor Centre 

• Flavell 

• Portway Stoves 
’ Broseley Stoves 

• Elgin & Hall Stockists 
’ Gas Stoves 

’ Electric Stoves 
' Solid Fuel 




13 Enville Road, Wall Heath DY6 0JT 
_ 01384 270146 / / 


mmip 


• Sugar free sweets 
• Retro gifts • Ice Cream ^ 

• Party Bags and Gifts 
• Sweet / Chocolate Bouquets ” 3 
► End of term teachers gift’s now available!! \/ 


accountancy 

SERVICES 

Focus on what you do best and let us take care of the 
distractions. 


Self Assessment Tax Returns Business Start-ups 
Business Accounts Payroll 

Corporation Tax Help with CIS 

Bookkeeping and VAT Fixed Fees 

Company Formations ...and much more 

www.taxassist.co.uk 

01384913888 

TaxAssist Accountants 




MOBILE, TABLET, & PC REPAIRS 
ACCESSORIES & MORE... 


Upgrades' 


Great range of "pocket 
money" accessones and 
gadgets to keep the children 
busy this summer holidays. 


TO Townsend Place, Kingswinford DY6 9JL E: info@fonestech.co.uk 

Tel: 01384 295 395 Mob: 07506 726 609 www.fdnestech.co.uk 


Open: Monday - Saturday 9.30am - 6.00pm Sunday: CLOSED 


Quality Cake Makers 
and Sugarcraft Supplies 

Designer/Bespoke cakes 
for any occasion 

NOW BOOKING 2016/17 WEDDINGS 

Sugarcraft Supplies 

BOARDS, BOXES, RIBBONS, TRIMMINGS, TOPPERS 

Hire Service 

OVER 400 CAKE TINS AND 55 CAKE STANDS 
_ FOR HIRE _ 

Evening Classes 

LEARN CAKE MAKING AND 
DECORATING FROM £22 


TO SEE OUR FULL RANGE OF PRODUCTS 
AND SERVICES CALL IN OR CHECK OUT 
OUR WEBSITE 


WINDOW 

DOCTOR 

CAN’T AFFORD TO REPLACE 

UPVC then why not just revamp! 

BROKEN UNITS REPAIRED FROM £12 


Old looking handles, letterboxes etc. can be replaced 
Draughty windows can be re-sealed, gaskets replaced 
Doors can be adjusted to prevent draughts 
New locking systems, barrels and keys 
Any problems please call for free quote and advice 



(Dccastonaf Cakes 


Shop 2, Barnett Lane, Kingswinford, DY6 9PJ 

E Telephone: 01384 402204 

www.occasionalcakesuk.com 


We are a company you can trust trading for over 25 years 

FREE QUOTES ON ALL WINDOWS, 
DOORS, ROOFLINES ETC 

Part of the Lifestyle Windows Group 

wmw.lifestylewindomsofkingswlnfonl.co.uk 

01384 295855 

Building 26, Unit 5 First Avenue, Pensnett 
Trading Estate, Kingswinford DY6 7TB 


































































Balcony garden 
new for patients 

A VOLUNTEER has helped to create a 
therapeutic balcony garden for patients at 
an outpatient hospital in Stourbridge. 

The garden was created at Corbett Out¬ 
patient Centre, in Amblecote, by keen gar¬ 
dener Steve Saul. 

Mr Saul came up with the idea with Oc¬ 
cupational Therapist Erika Keshelya during 
one of his routine appointments. 

“We have had such a huge amount of 
support from staff and patients,” he said. 
“People have been bringing in plants and 
offering help. It’s been wonderful and I just 
don’t want the project to ever come to an 
end.” 

The balcony garden, opened by Dudley 
group NHS Foundation Trust chief exec¬ 
utive Paula Clark, includes a greenhouse, 
rose arch and large plant troughs filled with 
plants and flowers. It has transformed a un¬ 
used balcony and was financed by donations 
from the trust, patients and supporters. 


Worst speeding hot spots in 
the Black country are revealed 


THE top five roads where motorists 
have been caught speeding in the 
Black Country have been revealed. 

One road im Halesowen clocked up almost 
1,000 offenders. On another a motorist was 
caught driving at 92mph, on the northbound 
carriageway of the 40mph A4123 Birmingham 
New Road. 

A total of 970 motorists caught were on the 
A456 Manor Way in Halesowen, which topped 
the list of cameras across the region which were 
activated the most. 

Second on the list of most triggered mobile 
cameras was the A459 Halesowen Road in Old 
Hill with 505 activations. Third was Henwood 


Road northbound in Wolverhampton, which 
was activated on 428 occasions. Fourth was the 
A4123 Birmingham New Road northbound with 
387 and fifth The Droveway eastbound in Wol¬ 
verhampton with 351. 

Halesowen North Councillor Karen Shake¬ 
speare said she was not surprised Manor Way 
topped the list. 

She said: “The police always do seem to be 
there, more than a lot of other places. There are 
also issues with the speed limit, as it changes 
from 40mph to 50mph. I think it’s not that clear 
for motorists to understand what exactly the 
speed limit is. Some of them just don’t care.” 

The list of the top five highest speeds caught 
on camera in 2015-16 is topped by the north¬ 


bound A4123 Birmingham New Road with one 
driver tearing along at 92mph. 

Second is the A4041 Queslett Road in Great 
Barr which someone was caught driving at 
87mph on. 

Coming in third was a driver clocked at 
81mph on the A41 Black Country New Road in 
Wednesbury, in a 40mph stretch, while a driver 
was captured doing 78mph southbound on the 
same road near the Swan Roundabout in West 
Bromwich. The top five is made up by a 78mph 
clocking on the southbound A4031 Trinity Way 
in West Bromwich. 

The camera triggered the least was on the 
northbound stretch of Bourne Street and Brook 
Street in Sedgley, activated just 19 times. 


Geopark bid 
still on track 

A SENIOR councillor is hopeful the Black 
Country has done enough to impress 
experts from UNESCO as it bids to be 
granted Geopark status. 

Top delegates from Finland and China 
have been on a tour of the region to judge 
geological sites and assess whether it is 
worthy of the recognition that could help 
generate thousands of pounds worth of 
extra tourism and investment. 

The Wren’s Nest National Nature Re¬ 
serve in Dudley, Saltwells, Barr Beacon 
in Walsall and Galton Valley in Sandwell 
were among the sites they visited. 

Dudley Council’s regeneration boss 
Khurshid Ahmed said: “We know they 
have found the region to be an interest¬ 
ing place. We remain positive about the 
future of the project and look forward to 
a decision being announced in the spring 
of next year.” 
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Players step out with comedy 



The 39 Steps cast Phil Astle, Christopher Stanton (with pipe), Paul Marks and Dawn Burgess 


A CAST of four will race through more than 
150 characters in a comedy version of a 
classic spy thriller. 

Based on John Buchan’s novel and Alfred 
Hitchcock’s 1935 movie, The 39 Steps will 
bring the curtain down on Oldbury Rep’s 
77th season. 

The fast-paced production will feature 
an on-stage plane crash, old-fashioned ro¬ 
mance and a death-defying finale. 

It will be staged from Saturday, July 9, 
to July 16, at 7.30 nightly at the 170-seat 
Barlow Theatre in Langley. 

A company spokesman said: “A riotous 
blend of virtuoso performances and wildly 
inventive stagecraft, The 39 Steps amounts 
to an unforgettable evening of pure pleasure 
and a fun filled end to our season.” 

This version of the award-winning play, 
written by Patrick Barlow, mixes zany 


Monty Python style humour with stiff-up- 
per-lip style old fashioned British grit as 
hero Richard Hannay finds himself on the 
run after stumbling across a dastardly plot 
against Britain during the run-up to the 
First World War. 

Tickets are £10, or £9 concessions, with 
a discounted Monday and Tuesday price of 
£8. 

Tickets can be bought from the box office 
on Mondays from 7.30pm. Call 0121 552 
2761 or book online at www.oldburyrep.org 
website. 

Other forthcoming amateur productions 
include Joe Orton’s What The Butler Saw 
(September 10 to 17); The Woman Who 
Cooked Her Husband by Debbie Isitt (Oc¬ 
tober 10-15); The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll 
& Mr Hyde by Nick Lane (November 5-12); 
and panto Dick Whittington in January. 


Driver in lucky escape 
as car flips in crash 

A CAR ended up on its roof after it hit three parked vehi¬ 
cles - yet the driver escaped with just a cut to his thumb. 

The 24-year-old was taken to Russells Hall Hospital fol¬ 
lowing the crash in Queen Street, Brierley Hill, on June 27. 

Police, ambulance and fire crews were called to the scene 
just after 11.30pm. 

Residents were woken by the sound of the smash in the 
street. 

West Midlands Police spokesman Brigg Ford said: “No 
one was trapped in the vehicle upon arrival. The driver 
had a cut to his thumb, so was taken to hospital. The car 
had collided with three parked vehicles and overturned in 
the road.” 

West Midlands Ambulance Service spokesman, Claire 
Brown, added: “The car was on its roof and one patient 
was taken to Russells Hall Hospital while the other patient 
didn’t require hospital treatment.” 


Van man is 
recovering 

A MAN is recovering af¬ 
ter ‘momentarily’ being 
trapped under a van in Dud¬ 
ley. 

The incident happened 
in Magdalen Close, Dudley, 
just before 8.30am on June 
27. 

West Midlands Ambu¬ 
lance service spokesman 
Claire Brown said: “The 
man in his 40s was out from 
underneath the van on our 
arrival. He was trapped mo¬ 
mentarily and was suffering 
from chest and abdomen 
pain and a suspected frac¬ 
tured shoulder.” 


OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK i SUNDAY BY APPOINTMENT ONLY 


Serenity Kitchens 
and Bathrooms 


THE ONE STOP SHOPPING EXPERIENCE 

FOR YOUR NEW KITCHEN AND BATHROOM 

Our promise 

■ Serenity will beat the price of any Local competitors 
genuine quote for an identical product. 

■ Free 'refresh' service is provided for 5 years (phone for details) 

■ No hidden extras with our kitchens and bathrooms 

■ Option 1 we will (supply, design, deliver and fit) 

■ Option 2 we can (supply and deliver only) 


EXAMPLE JOB 

■ Shower enclosure or bath 

■ New shower/basin/wc 

■ 15 sqm wall and floor tiling 

■ Debris removed 

Only £3850.00 


DISABILITY 

SPECIAL OFFER 

We have a good history 
of working with clients who 
have trouble using their bath 

■ New shower and folding 
seat and grab rail 

■ Receive a new easy 
access shower 

■ Tiled inside 


f)nl\/ Ppico.oo 



DUDLEY 
BIRMINGHAI 


Call us on OI384 279 997 or 0121 356 6003 

www.serenitybathroomsltd.com 


Email: serenitybathroomsltd(a)outlook.com 


KITCHEN SHOWROOM 


OPENING SOON 
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Dog-friendly 
gardens with 
something 
for everyone 

Can you happily share your gar¬ 
den with your dog? As designer 
Paul Hervey-Brookes prepares his 
Hampton Court Flower Show gar¬ 
den, A Dog’s Life, he offers tips on 
how to create a garden that dogs 
and their owners can enjoy 

AWARD-WINNING garden designer Paul Her¬ 
vey-Brookes has three dogs - two Spaniels, Honey 
and Arthur and a Japanese Chin called Nina - none 
of whom have yet trashed his beautiful garden in the 
Cots wolds. 

But then Hervey-Brookes is confident that you can 
easily share your space with 
your pooches without having 
them dig up the lawn or eat 
your prized flowers. 

His show garden, A Dog’s 
Life, for this year’s Hampton 
Court Flower Show should 
give owners food for thought. 

Features include sniffer 
tracks weaving through the 
herbaceous borders for dogs 
to forage and sniff out treats, 
a woodland area which incor¬ 
porates a ramp over a raised 
wall for agility, while leaf lit¬ 
ter areas within the planting 
allows dogs to dig and scratch. 

“Arthur is a bit more boisterous than the other two 
and likes to run around and run through things, which 
is what gave us the idea of making these little weaving 
paths,” Hervey-Brookes explains. 

“The damage that was happening was accidental, be¬ 
cause of his excitement, so we looked at how we could 
accommodate that in a way that keeps the garden look¬ 
ing attractive, not ruined.” 

Honey likes rolling around in the gravel or on grass, 
while Nina enjoys foraging for little chews and treats 
which her master leaves hidden for her to find in the 
garden. 

“She’d find them and chew and have a little sleep, 
just to help calm her down. We used a lot of planting 
in the garden which has that calming quality, like lav¬ 
ender, so that going out for a walk became much more 
of a place where they run and bound. Going into the 
garden is much more gentle exercise. There’s a bit of 
training there.” 

His dogs have been trained to do their business at a 
particular point on a gravel path, which makes it easier 
to clean up. 

Amateur gardeners could 
make raised beds incorporat¬ 
ing tunnels under them, so 
their dogs have things to run 
through. 

“As long as that inquisitive 
characteristic is being chan¬ 
nelled, the chances are they’re 
not going to get bored and just 
dig in one place. 

“Dogs don’t destructively 
dig things up just for the sake 
of it. If a foliage is scented, 
they might rub up against 
it or have a little nibble, but 
nine times out of 10 that’s as 

far as it goes. 

“It’s about thinking sensibly. If you’ve got alliums 
which are a bit fragile, don’t plant them right at the 
front of the border, let them grow through something 
like a woody shrub, so there’s less risk of damage.” 

Retain a good structural backbone of shrubs, which 
will keep the garden looking neat all year round, he 
advises. 

“Use robust, hard-working perennials which are 
going to have a long season of interest and don’t mind 
taking the odd knock. There’s no point using very 
delicate plants which your pet might damage because 
you’re just going to get cross with the dog. 

“We plant agastache because it’s self-supporting, 
with robust foliage and a lot of flower for a long season, 
monarda and alchemilla, as opposed to using things 
like delicate aquilegia which won’t stand up to a gar¬ 
den being used.” 

Avoid anything poisonous - a list from The Dogs 
Trust (www.dogstrust.org.uk) is available online - like 
foxglove, holly (the berries are poisonous), and achillea 
(the foliage is poisonous to dogs). 

The trust, which is sponsoring Hervey-Brookes’ 
show garden at Hampton Court, also suggests owners 
regularly check for any gaps that their dog can wriggle 
through. 

A variety of textures in your garden can provide 
extra sensory stimulation - this could be non-toxic 
sand, grass, wood chippings or gravel, all of which pro¬ 
vide interesting places to hide dog toys and treats and 
for your dog to explore. 

RHS Hampton Court Palace Flower Show runs 
from July 5-10. For details, visit www.rhs.org.uk 





Beautiful perennial has 
many attractive varieties 


BEST OF THE BUNCH - Verbena 

OF course, the beautiful perennial Verbe¬ 
na bonariensis is a must for its delicate ‘see- 
through’ character and height without weight, 
giving value to a sunny border or in gravel. 

But the low-growing tender perennial ver¬ 
bena, usually grown as an annual, is also fea¬ 
tured prominently in baskets and pots. Add 
organic matter to the soil before planting, 
deadhead regularly and water in dry weather. 
Trailing varieties in the Cascade Series have 
small bloom clusters in shades of purple, blue, 
pink, red and white, while the Tapien series has 
larger, rounded flower clusters. Try V. ‘Sissing- 
hurst’, with its large round clusters of magen¬ 
ta-pink flowers. 

GOOD ENOUGH TO EAT - Perpetual spinach 

THIS healthy green leaf can give you spinach all 
year round, although it tastes slightly different 
to ‘real’ spinach - a bit like Swiss chard - and 
the leaves are shinier and a bit tougher. 

It can be sown from April to July thinly in 
rows where you want the plant to crop. Space 
seedlings by thinning to 15cm (6in) apart with 
30cm between rows. Keep plants well watered 


and weed regularly. Use them as soon as leaves 
are large enough to pick. Sow a row or two 
mid-summer under cover and the plants should 
stay in good condition through the winter and 
start growing again in spring. 

WHAT TO DO THIS WEEK 

1. Prune shrubs including chaenomeles, 
deutzia, philadelphus, weigela and spiraea as 
soon as they have finished flowering. 

2. Use markers to indicate the location of 
bulb clumps if you are planning to do any major 
planting later this year. 

3. Thin out any hardy annuals that are still 
too closely packed. 

4. Trim herbaceous geraniums using a pair 
of shears to remove faded flowers, helping the 
plants to remain bushy and, in many cases, pro¬ 
duce a second flush of flowers later in the sum¬ 
mer or early autumn. 

5. Continue to pinch out shoot tips on summer 
bedding to help the plants remain bushy and not 
become straggly. 

6. Use edging shears to neaten up lawn edges 
once a week and throw the trimmings onto the 
compost heap. 


Flowering trees are the 
stars of summertime 


ROSS 

UNDERWOOD 


Head Gardener at Hodnet Hall 



WHERE has summer gone? I am 
sure that I am not the only per¬ 
son asking that question after 
those blistering hot days that 
now seem like a memory of last 
summer rather than this one! 

As we approach the longest day 
our gardens are running at full speed 
ahead and as well as the roses and her¬ 
baceous plants doing their stuff there 
are some superb flowering trees. 

You might not see them in every gar¬ 
den but if you have space they are worth 
seeking out or if you don’t have room then 
go and see them at a garden or arboretum 
while they last. 

My premier choice of summer flowering 
tree is Magnolia obovata (syn hypoleuca) 
which is an extremely handsome and grace¬ 
ful tree which hails from Japan. It grows in 
moist soils in and at the edge of woodland. 

The young shoots have a purplish tinge 
when they emerge and the very large leaves 
are held at the end of the shoots. 

It is a tree worth growing for the leaves 
alone but the real wow are the flowers 
which are large; up to 20cm across; creamy 
white with a central boss of crimson sta¬ 
mens and very fragrant. 

The smell is like a mixture of honey and 
gardenias and on a still evening with a little 
warmth and moisture the scent can carry a 
great distance. 

Spreading 

Japan and Korea are also host to another 
stunning summer Magnolia. Magnolia sie- 
boldii which is more of a spreading shrub 
that produces nodding white flowers like an 
upturned teacup. 

The flowers can appear from May to Au¬ 
gust though it depends on the summer but 
the fruit clusters which are bright red are 
spectacular. 

If I have chosen two magnolias from Asia 
then I have to choose one from America 
though not just for balance. Magnolia mac- 
rophylla would make it onto anybody’s top 
ten list. 

Coming from the south eastern USA it 
has perhaps the largest leaves of any decid¬ 
uous plant that is hardy in the UK. These 
leaves can often exceed two feet in length, 
are somewhat glaucous beneath and need 
a little protection from the wind as they 
can tear. The flowers are like upright white 
candles marked with purple at the base and 
carry a spicy fragrance. 

Stewartia is a genus of trees which pro¬ 
duce camellia like flowers in summer. They 
prefer acid soil and although they like their 
tops in the sun they like their roots in the 
shade. Individually the flowers last only a 
short time, falling like snow beneath the 
tree. 

The flowers are produced in succession 
giving a longevity of interest. Added to 



Styrax Japonicus is an exceptionally fragrant small tree with dainty flowers hanging under the branches 



The graceful Magnolia Obvata hails from Japan 


Stewartia pseudocamellia is best for general planting 


which the autumn colour can be spectacular 
and the bark which flakes in an interesting 
pattern gives winter interest. This is a good 
all rounder for many gardens. S. pseudoca¬ 
mellia is usually the one that is encountered 
by most visitors to the nursery or garden 
centre and is perhaps the best for general 
planting though if you come across the Ko- 
reana Group then you should buy it as it is 
an improvement over the straight species in 
many ways. 

Whereas Stewartia is not fragrant, Sty¬ 
rax japonicus is exceptionally fragrant 
small tree which often has a semi pendant 


habit adding an extra element of grace. 
Not that this plant needs too much help to 
look graceful. The clusters of bell shaped 
white flowers with prominent yellow an¬ 
thers which hang on the underside of the 
branches are dainty and the tree is hardy. 
It is best planted where it can be admired 
close up or better still where you can look 
up into the flowers. There are a number of 
purple leaved cultivars which can be found 
at the more specialist nurseries including 
‘Purple Dress’. The flowers on many of 
these are tinged pink which only adds to 
their charm. 


Finally, spare a thought for those opening 
their gardens for the NGS. The yellow book 
scheme raises huge amounts of money for 
very worthwhile charities and the garden¬ 
ers who open their gardens work very hard. 

Whatever the weather I would urge any¬ 
body to go out and support a garden which 
is open for charity, for whatever charity. 
Indeed a visit in adverse weather can be ex¬ 
tremely instructive as the better the garden 
the better it stands up to scrutiny even in 
the rain. 

You might even encounter some of these 
wonderful summer flowering trees! 
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Carer falsely claimed 

£15,000 in benefits 

A WOMAN who claimed near¬ 
ly £15,000 in disability benefits 
while working as a carer for dis¬ 
abled people is facing 200 hours 
unpaid community work. 

But benefits cheat Pamela Green of 
Field Road, Dudley, has been spared a 
prison sentence. 

Green claimed she could barely 
walk, needed assistance with her daily 
chores and help to get in and out of the 
bath. 

But over a four-year period the 47-year- 
old pocketed a total of £14,749 after failing 
to inform the The Department for Work 
and Pensions (DWP) that her health had 
improved, Wolverhampton Crown Court 
was told. 

The benefits claim made by Green had 
initially been genuine after informing the 
department about her major mobility prob¬ 
lems. But she failed to notify them when 
her condition improved. 

Her dishonesty was discovered when in¬ 
formation was sent to the department re¬ 
porting that she was working in the care 
industry - giving assistance to people with 
disabilities. 

Physical 

Mr Charles Hamer, prosecuting, said the 
company that employed her thought she 
was a ‘good, hard working’ member of the 
team and that her work was ‘obviously of 
a physical nature’. Her bosses were com¬ 
pletely unaware that she had any difficul¬ 
ties dealing with the work. 

Green admitted failing to notify the DWP 
of a change in her circumstances and she 
was placed on supervision for two years 
She was told by Judge Amjad Nawaz that 
she must complete 200 hours unpaid work 
and was ordered to pay £250 costs. 

Green explained that she had pressing 
financial problems at the time. She said: “I 
know I should have told them things had 
changed.” 


BRYN Y GORS Pontrhydfendigaid 

HOLIDAY PARK nr.Tregaron 


To find out more call Martin on 07817300513 


GOLDEN SANDS 

HOLIDAY PARK BORTH 


Just 50 yards from theJSSSCh adjacent to golf course. 
A 5 minute stroll along the promenade takes 
you to the centre of the village. 

QUIET PARK IDEAL FOR FAMILIES AND RETIRED. 

CARAVANS FOR SALE FROM £8,995 

TEL: 07817 300 513 



The two mayors and their wives with charity representatives after 
Councillor Waltho, centre left, raised a record £55,000 for his charities 


THE Mayor of Dudley has hosted 
the hand over more than £55,000 to 
his predecessor’s charities. 

Current Mayor of Dudley, Coun¬ 
cillor Mohammed Hanif, invited 
Councillor Steve Waltho, mayor 
2015-16, back to the mayor’s office, 
along with his chosen five charities, 
to receive the record-breaking fund¬ 
raising total. 

Representatives from The Hope 
Centre, The What? Centre, More 
Mascots Please, Leukaemia Unit 
Appeal Fund, Russells Hall and The 
West Midlands Lupus Group all re¬ 
ceived cheques of £10,400. 


There was an additional £3,500 
for the Lupus Group raised by run¬ 
ners in the London Marathon. 

Councillor Steve Waltho, said: 
“My wife, Jayne, and I take great 
satisfaction that five wonderful 
charities are to substantially ben¬ 
efit. These organisations will in 
turn benefit many disadvantaged or 
poorly people. I would like to give 
huge thanks to our voluntary fund¬ 
raiser, Sue Randle, and to Sophie 
Byatt from Castle & Crystal Credit 
Union for managing our online do¬ 
nation account. I would also like to 
thank the mayoral support staff.” 





How would you like to get away from it all, and be able to relax in the peace and 
quite of the beautiful mid Wales countryside. 

Less than two hours drive from Shrewsbury, 
puts you in a different world. 

WE HAVE A SPECIAL OFFER ON AT THE MOMENT 

A great selection of pre-owned, 12ft wide, two bedroom caravans for sale 
with prices from £3995 sited and including 2016 site fees. 


ADVERTISEMENT 


PROPERTY IN NEED OF REPAIR? 
TENANTS HAVE RIGHTS TOO! 


Whether you are renting your 
home from a private landlord, 
housing association or local 
authority, the law imposes 
strict requirements on 
landlords to ensure that your 
property is kept in a good 
state of repair. 

DISREPAIR INCLUDES: 

o Damp and mould related 
issues 

<> The structure and exterior of 
the premises 

❖ Water pipes and installations 
relating to water usage - such 
as baths, sinks, drainage 
systems and toilets 

❖ Gas pipes and electrical 
wiring 

❖ Roof, windows, gutters, 
drains 

❖ Heating and hot water 

The duty on landlords to carry 
out repairs only arises once you 
have reported the problems. 

You should always keep records 
where possible to ensure you 
can prove when the disrepair 
was reported. 

If despite these reports your 
landlord still fails to carry out 
your works in a reasonable time, 
they may be acting in breach 
of their legal duty and you can 
bring a claim against them. 



WHAT CAN YOU DO? 

If you have reported your 
complaint to your landlord and 
they have failed to carry out 
repairs, we can help you by 
arranging an inspection by a 
surveyor and seeking a Court 
Order forcing your landlord to do 
the works. 

We will also assess whether 
you are entitled to claim 
compensation for any delay 
in carrying out repairs and 
compensation for damage to any 


ersonal possessions. We can 
elp you bring a case against your 
landlord to get your works done. 
Living in unpleasant conditions, 
can be very stressful for you and 
your family. You need expert help 
on your side to bring about the 
repairs needed. We will work with 
you to achieve a successful and 
swift outcome. 

Hodge Jones & Allen are 
recognised in Chambers UK 
and the Legal 500 as one of the 
highest ranking law firms for social 
housing and tenant law in the UK. 


Assisting (or helping) our clients 

A tenant of a local authority was left 
without heating and hot water due to 
faulty electrics. There were also significant 
problems of damp and mould in the 
property. Our client had joint and muscle 
problems so the cold conditions adversely 
affected his health. 

After initial negotiations were unsuccessful 
we helped our client bring disrepair 
proceedings against the local authority in 
the County Court. The local authority took 
the position that the client had not allowed 
access and that the damp was caused by his 
own use of the property. 

We obtained a favourable report from a 
surveyor to establish that the local authority 
were responsible for the repairs and shortly 
before trial a settlement was reached with 
the local authority agreeing to complete the 
outstanding repairs, pay compensation to 
our client of £10,000 and agreeing to pay 
the client's legal costs. 


u I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank you for 
acting on my behalf and making 
what was a very difficult, 
stressful and emotionally tiring 
time a lot easier. 

I am grateful to you that you 
took all the stress and restored 
everything out for me. Your faith, 
knowledge and determination 
were something that solves 
my worries. Once again, many 
thanks for your generous 
support. I am exceedingly 
grateful.// 


hodge jones & alien 

diiiluii 


Leading Housing Solicitors 
Call us FREE on 

0808 274 9308 

Ask for our Social Housing solicitors. 
They will listen to your particular 
situation and advise on whether you 
have a claim. 

If you are not entitled to legal aid, we 
can discuss other ways of funding your 
case, including NO WIN NO FEE 
Or visit our website: 


Hodge Jones & Allen LLP, 180 North Gower Street, London NW1 2NB 
Authorised and regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority 


www.hja.net 
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Connection rod production in tunnel three at Drakelow Tunnels during 1942 


Apparently stretching to infinity - one of the tunnels today The entrance to the wartime complex, deep below the Worcestershire-Staffordshire border 


Going underground - to help 
RAF win the battle for the skies 


IT was the cold nights that my 
grandmother most often re¬ 
called about her time working at 
Drakelow Tunnels. 

Her day would start early at 5am, hav¬ 
ing to catch the train and bus to the under¬ 
ground military complex, before returning 
home late at night. 

Florence Brassington was around 22 
when she started working at Drakelow, 
and was among hundreds of workers based 
there. The site beneath the countryside near 
Kinver was at the time top secret. Drakelow 
Tunnels were built in the 1940s by the Gov¬ 
ernment and run by Rover to manufacture 
aircraft parts to supply Britain’s war effort 
during the Second World War 

It was spread across miles of tunnels deep 
underneath countryside that is now Kings- 
ford Country Park, between Stourbridge 
and Kidderminster. 

As it was so secretive, there were no 
photographs taken of Florence while she 
worked at the factory. My father, Paul 


MEMORY LANE 


by Jamie Brassington 


Brassington, said: “It used to come as a 
shock to me when I would ask her, as a 
young lad, what she did in the war. 

“She said she used to work in an under¬ 
ground factory making aircraft components. 
I kept asking where it was and I asked her 
to show me one day when we went there. 

“She took me to the edge of some sand¬ 
stone rocks, which were heavily overgrown, 
and she said this is the entrance where we 
all used to go in. It seemed hard to compre¬ 
hend behind that entrance there was miles 
and miles of tunnels. 

“She used to recall starting really early 
in the day and had to walk along country 
lanes when it was pitch black. She longed 
for the nights when it was crisp and frosty. 
She said the sky would be really clear and 
you could see the stars twinkling and shoot¬ 
ing stars flying across the sky.” 

Her journey to work began by walking 


around a mile from her home in Laurel 
Road, Dudley, to Dudley Port railway sta¬ 
tion. From there she travelled to Kidder¬ 
minster and caught a bus for the workers. 

“She would say the tunnels seemed to go 
on for ever. It was all brightly lit by fluores¬ 
cent lamps which made it look like daylight 
inside.” 

Engines 

The construction of Drakelow Tunnels 
began in June 1941. It was initially planned 
to house a shadow company for the Rover 
car company in Birmingham, which at the 
time was manufacturing engines for Bristol 
Aeroplane Company, originally the British 
and Colonial Aeroplane Company. 

The factory was called Drakelow Un¬ 
derground Dispersal Factory, and on com¬ 
pletion covered around 250,000 sq ft, with 
tunnels that spanned for three-and-a-half 
miles. The complex was designed by Sir 
Alexander Gibb & Partners and was esti¬ 
mated to cost £285,000. However, that fig¬ 
ure went on to exceed £1 million. 


The factory went into full production in 
May 1943. Inside were dormitories, a radio 
studio, workshops, offices, toilets, electrical 
equipment and a communications facility 
with telephones. 

The manufacturing was split into two 
main areas, where the aircraft parts were 
made and then polished to high specifica¬ 
tions. 

“I asked mom, was it dull and tedious 
working there?” Paul recalled. “She said 
‘yes’, but there was a war going on and it 
was part of the war effort for our country to 
survive. They supplied her with aprons, as 
she was a machinist, to stop the splashing 
of chemicals.” 

Up to 700 people were said to work at the 
factory, mostly women as men were fight¬ 
ing in the war. They worked hours 10-hour 
shifts, starting at 7.30am. 

Drakelow Tunnels were later converted 
into a Cold War nuclear bunker but were 
de-commissioned and sold by the Govern¬ 
ment in 1993. 

Florence passed away in 2010, aged 89. 



18-year-old Florence Brassington 
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We offer: photos | canvas prints | mugs 
mousemats | keyrings | coasters 
jigsaws | fridge magnets 
iPad wallpaper I MMS messages 

Only selected prints available and copyright restrictions apply. Photos available to 
view and order online the next working day after publication. Allow 28 days for delivery. 


you 

in (he I 
picture? 


Have you appeared 
in the Chronicle? 

Order your photos now 

Go to: photosforsale.expressandstar.com 

Or call: 01902 319444 (Monday to Friday, 9am to 5pm) 


WUCOMt TO 




OPEN DAY n^XT " 6 


The primary reception area at Hilton Hall will give your visitors a 
professional , efficient and welcoming atmosphere. 

Our dedicated team will help provide the ideal backdrop for all your modern 
business requirements. 

An inspiring location which can accommodate a range of different services 
within the Midlands and Staffordshire area. 


* Serviced and Virtual Offices Facilities 

* Meeting/Conference Room 
' Corporate/Private Events 

* Weddings/Civil 
Ceromonies/Partnership 


' Corporate Hospitality 
’ Product Launches 
' Exhibition Space 
’ Team Building & Training 
’ Free 24/7 Secure Car Park on site 


Luxurious office suites set in o most stunning 
location, just 3minutes away from the M6 
junction 1 1 and M54 junction 1 . 
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Mural unveiled as part 
of chainmaker festival 


HUNDREDS of people gathered in 
Cradley Heath to mark a landmark 
event in the history of equal rights. 

The annual Chainmakers Festival 
took over High Street in the town 
on Saturday. It commemorated the 
1910 Women Chainmakers’ Strike 
led by Labour MP Mary Macarthur 
and the women of Cradley Heath. 

A mural that marks the landmark 
strike along with the town’s signif¬ 
icant buildings and personalities, 
painted by local artists Maren Lil- 
ley, was also unveiled beside the by¬ 
pass at the Fox Oak Street Business 
Units as part of the event. 

Market stalls, fairground rides, 
live music, dance and speeches took 
place. 

Dudley Council’s cabinet member 
for environmental services, Council¬ 
lor Hilary Bills said the event had 
been a fantastic celebration of what 


the strike achieved more than 100 
years ago. 

She said: “I’ve been involved with 
the festival since 2004 and it’s al¬ 
ways good to re-enact the march the 
women did back in 1910. 

“We’ve been in Cradley High 
for the past two years after having 
been in the Black Country Living 
Museum from 2006 to 2010. We’ve 
found our proper home now - the 
High Street is Cradley Heath where 
Mary Macarthur and the women ac¬ 
tually made their stand. 

“It is growing every year, espe¬ 
cially since we took it back to Crad¬ 
ley Heath. I bumped into quite a few 
people who said ‘my grandmother 
or great-grandmother was a chain- 
maker’.” 

The strike was pivotal in labour 
history and development of the min¬ 
imum wage. 



Artist Maren Lilley beside the mural she has created in Cradley Heath, unveiled at the weekend festival 


Bosses call for swift 
action after Brexit 

BLACK Country Chamber of Commerce has called for 
swift, decisive and co-ordinated action in the wake Brit¬ 
ain voting out of the European Union. 

Dr Adam Marshall, acting director general of the 
chamber, said: “In the wake of the electorate’s historic 
decision to leave the European Union, the immediate 
priorities for UK business are market stability and po¬ 
litical clarity. 

“Some businesspeople will be pleased with the result, 
and others resigned to it. Yet all companies will expect 
swift, decisive, and co-ordinated action from the Govern¬ 
ment and the Bank of England to stabilise markets if 
trading conditions, or the availability of capital, change 
dramatically. 

“Business will also want to see a detailed plan to sup¬ 
port the economy during the coming transition period 
- as confidence, investment, hiring and growth would all 
be deeply affected by a prolonged period of uncertainty. 

“If ever there were a time to ditch the straight-jacket 
of fiscal rules for investment in a better business infra¬ 
structure, this is it.” 
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Solicitors 
forced to 
shut after 
41 years 


A FIRM of solicitors in Stourbridge has shut 
down after 41 years as its partners face a 
disciplinary tribunal over their involvement 
in a collapsed overseas investment scheme. 

The partners at Sanders & Co, in Hagley Road, 
say they are “bitterly disappointed” but have been 
forced to stop trading because of a dispute with 
their professional indemnity insurers. 

The firm shut up shop on Thursday after 41 years, and 


can no longer take any work 
or continue to act for clients. 

It comes as four solicitors 
at the firm face prosecution 
before the Solicitors Disci¬ 
plinary Tribunal. 

Following a referral to 
the tribunal from the Solic¬ 
itors Regulatory Authority 
earlier this year manag¬ 
ing partner Clare Taman, 
Michael Davies, Charles 
Fraser-Macanamara and 
his daughter Katherine all 
now face a five-day hearing 
in London in October. 

Allegations 

The SRA said the allega¬ 
tions are, as yet, unproven 
but the tribunal has certi¬ 
fied that there is a case to 
answer. 

The tribunal has the 
power to issue unlimited 
fines, suspend a solicitor or 
even strike them off. 

The allegation is that the 
firm had acted for a client 
“in relation to a complex 
overseas investment scheme 
and concurrently for in¬ 
dividuals who invested in 
the scheme,” in a situation 
where there was a conflict, 
or significant risk of a con¬ 
flict, in a situation where 
there was a conflict, or a 
significant risk of a conflict 
of interests between the in¬ 
dividual investors and “the 
interests of the firm and an 
individual”. 

It is understood the alle¬ 
gations surround involve¬ 
ment with the EcoHouse 
Developments scheme to 
build social housing in Bra¬ 
zil, which collapsed in 2014 
owing investors more than 
£20 million. 


By Simon Penfold 


Clare Taman and Michael 
Davies also faces allegations 
that they involved them¬ 
selves and the firm “in a 
complex overseas invest¬ 
ment scheme that was out¬ 
side her or the firm’s area 
of expertise and experience 
where there was no legiti¬ 
mate need for the involve¬ 
ment of a firm of solicitors; 
and permitted payments 
into and transfers or with¬ 
drawals from, the firm’s 
client account which were 
not related to an underlying 
legal transaction or a service 
forming part of (their) nor¬ 
mal regulated activities.” 

The SRA said the tribu¬ 
nal “will reach its own de¬ 
cision after considering all 
the evidence, including any 
evidence put forward by the 
solicitor”. 

Sanders & Co says in a 
statement on its website 
that its closure “is directly 
attributable to a dispute 
with our professional in¬ 
demnity insurers”. 

Wills are being trans¬ 
ferred to Cradley Heath law 
firm George Green Solici¬ 
tors for safekeeping. Deeds 
will be returned to clients 
“as soon as possible”. 

In a statement the firm 
added: “The partners at 
Sanders & Co are bitterly 
disappointed at this turn 
of events but unfortunately 
do not have the resources 
to continue any further 
litigation with its insurers 
therefore the closure is un¬ 
avoidable.” 


Choir’s £1 k for centre 

A PERFORMANCE by a choir in Stourbridge raised more 
than £1,000 for a centre that supports disabled children 
and their families. 

The Stourbridge Rock Choir performed at Kids Orchard 
Centre in Lye on June 10 as part of the centre’s summer 
fair. 

The funds raised will go to helping the centre which pro¬ 
vides support to disabled children, young people and their 
families across the Dudley borough. 


BATHROOM & PLUMBING STORES 


AMAZING OPENING OFFERS 


50% OFF 

mmmm 



OPENING 
HOURS: 
Monday - 
Saturday 
8am - 5pm 
Sunday 
Closed 



Units 11/12 Mount Pleasant, Brierley Hill DY5 2YS 
TELEPHONE: 01384 74949 


RAINAGE 


PLUMBING 


TILES 


BATHROOMS 


KITCHENS 


SEALANTS/ 

ADHESIVES 


NEW PLUMBERS MERCHANT NO w 

B 1151 Q OPEN 
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■fi-Zee Fix" 


DOUBLE GLAZING INSTALLATIONS & REPAIRS 

Telephone: 01384 259761 Mobile: 07769 975841 



Repairs and Upgrades 
Insurance Work 
Failed Units 
Broken Locks 
Door Panels 
Letter Boxes 
Sticking Doors 
Handles and Mechanisms 


♦♦♦ 70mm Internally Glazed High Security 
Frames 

♦♦♦ 28mm Pilkington £ IC Units 

♦♦♦ Document L Compliant 

♦♦♦ Shoot Bolt Locking 

♦♦♦ Sight Line Glazing 

♦♦♦ Secured By Design PAS023 / PAS024 



ALL WORK GUARANTEED 

PHONE TODAY FOR A FREE QUOTATION 




Registration No. 23529 


Flying the flag for the Black Country 



Proud Black Country mon, Philip Tibbetts, of Halesowen, wearing Black Country Tartan, was a driving force behind the flag 


GET out your Black Country flags 
to celebrate the best of the region, a 
packed programme of events have got 
under way to make everyone proud of 
their heritage. 

With fairs to comedy nights, sport¬ 
ing events to historic tours, there’s 
a huge variety of events on offer this 
month. 

Organisers Steve Edwards and 
James Stevens are once again be at 
the helm of this Black Country ex¬ 
travaganza, and highlight that there 
is plenty to celebrate about the region, 
while also having a good time. 

James said: “The Black Country is 
all about community, pride and having 


fun. Its people are the salt of the earth, 
we are full of pride for our historic re¬ 
gion and the festival allows us all to 
come together showcase everything 
that is great about the Black Coun¬ 
try.” 

Industry 

In particular he is keen to once 
again bring the focus on the vital role 
the region had, and still has, to indus¬ 
try in the UK and abroad. 

“The Industrial Revolution made 
the Black Country what it is today. 
It was the engine room of the world, 
everything was either made here or 
invented here. 


“But there is a common misconcep¬ 
tion that industry in the Black Coun¬ 
try is no more. So we need to once 
again shout about Black Country in¬ 
dustry. 

“I see so many business logos that 
incorporate the Black Country Flag 
and it is amazing. I saw a transport 
company the other day and the slogan 
was “Yow mek it, We tek it” with The 
Black Country Flag logo above it. 

“We have the best Real Ale brew¬ 
eries in the world, our manufactur¬ 
ing industries are growing and food 
production in the Black Country goes 
worldwide. We still make everything 
here, including the kitchen sink.” 




GIFT VOUCHER 
OFFER £5.00 OFF 

purchase of a cage and bird setup or 
£10.00 off with an Aquarium setup 


MlfS IUI Providin g asecondto 

ffllV IrflVf If Ivv none service and friendly 

Marine Aquatic Specialists advice for over 18 years 
Churchfield Street, Dudley, Worcestershire. DY2 8QR. 

01384 234579 | mg.marines@yahoo.co.uk 

Opening Hours: Monday to Thursday 9.00 til 5.00 Friday 9.00 til 7.00 Saturday 10.00 til 5.00 


Explore the world with Riviera Travel 


A selection of fascinating European and worldwide escorted tours by air and Eurostar. 


Star-Travel 


Hand picked holidays with you in mind 


For more information or for brochures 
contact the Express & Star Promotions Team 

01902 319999 
Mon to Fri, 9am to 5pm 
www.starreadertravel.com 


* !». * - 


WE HAVE STOCKS OF THE FOLLOWING: 

Mixed colours of budgies (adult and young) 

Mixed colours of canaries Mixed colours of Celestial Parrotlets 
Fawn owl finches Silver bill finches Mixed zebra finches 
Bengalese finches & much much more!! 


Normandy, or choose more unusual destinations such 
as Iceland or Russia. 


There is also the chance to travel further afield 
and discover a wide variety of once-in-a-lifetime 
destinations including places such as America and 
Canada, India, Japan, or New Zealand. 


New for 2016, Riviera has introduced Australia to their 
portfolio. Here, there are plenty of things to see and do 
including the chance to visit Ayers Rock, spend time in 
elbourne, Sydney and Cairns, and enjoy a catamaran 
cruise to the Great Barrier Reef. 


Riviera Travel has been carefully researching and 
thoughtfully crafting an enticing range of European 
and worldwide guided tours plus a selection of short 
breaks, for over 30 years. 


Their holidays are for the traveller looking for something 
just a little bit different and offer a perfectly balanced 
combination of the ‘must see’ classic sights and 
delightful ‘hidden gems’ - uncovered through extensive 
research of local areas. 


Choose from a selection of hand-picked jewels in 
undiscovered parts of Spain, Croatia, Malta, or Italy, 
shorter breaks by Eurostar to Paris, Bruges or 




All size skips and all areas covered 
Same day delivery 
A phone call!!! 


Scrap cars 
REMOVED FOR FREE 


Open 7 days a week 

07920885774 
or 01384 24 09 56 


0AP DAYS TUESDAY & WEDNESDAY 

10% OFF 

ALL PRICE LIST! 


Tel: 01902 886119 

5 Castle Street, Coseley WV14 9DW 


Netherton 

Service Centre 

All servicing and 
repairs carried out 

Class 7 and Class 4 
MOT Station 


Free Quotes on all repairs 

Telephone: 
01384 458704 

Unit 6, Corbetts Trading Estate, 
Cinder Bank, Netherton, Dudley 
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Huge range of activities 
to make festival best yet 



Music is prominent in the festival The focus is on fun for children too 



Cheers - getting ready for the first Dudley Beer Festival at Brierley Hill Civic Hall 


THE organisers of the Black 
Country Festival are keen to 
ensure the 2016 celebration 
surpasses the success of 
last year’s festival. 

And that was quite a triumph with 
well over 500 events. 

Check out what’s happening, below, 
in our part of the Black Country in¬ 
cluding a day of family fun in Dudley 
town centre on July 16. 

JULY 9: Noon to 4pm - Wordsley 
Festival will be at King George V park. 

JULY 9: Noon to 4pm - Gornal fun 
day at the Recreation Ground in The 
Quarry Vale Street. 

JULY 9: 9.30am to 4pm - The Black 
Country Fayre organised by the Hale¬ 
sowen and Rowley Regis Rotary Club 
takes place in Somers Square with 
great food, entertainment and stalls. 

JULY 9: 9am to 5pm - Netherton 
Park Fun day. 

JULY 9: 7.30pm - Black Country 
chamber choir Colla Voce perform 
classical choral music with a profes¬ 
sional chamber orchestra and baritone 
soloist at St Michael’s Church in Brier- 
ley Hill.Tickets £10 on the door. 

JULY 9: 10.30am to 4pm - What’s 
at the Top? Community Open Event 
at Top Church, Dudley, to explore new 
options for St Thomas & St Lukes. It 
will be a fun day for the family where 
you can meet a bird of prey and learn 
about craft skill. 

JULY 10: 1pm to 5pm - Brockmoor 
and Pensnett Black Country Fun Day 
at the Dell Stadium. 

JULY 14: 10.30am or 1pm - Tour 
of the new White House Cone at the 
Museum of Glass, Wordsley. Booking 
essential. £5.75 per person. 

JULY 15: Dudley Canal Trust cel¬ 
ebrates Black Country Day with 45 
minute tunnel trips just 50p between 
4pm to 7pm. 

JULY 16: From 11am - thousands 
of people will be heading to Dudley for 


special events in Stone Street Square. 

JULY 16: Black Country Beer Day 
2016. Organised by CAMRA. Contact 
1954steve.thompson@blueyonder. 
co.uk 

JULY 18: The Worcester Senior Cup 
which will see Stourbridge FC take on 
Kidderminster Harriers FC at the War 
Memorial Athletic Ground, Amblecote. 

JULY 23: Dudley Town FC versus 


Worcester City FC at The Dell Sta¬ 
dium. 

JULY 29 to 30: SHOUT! is a fun, fab 
and frivolous show with girl singer hits 
from the 60s at Rowley Regis Learning 
Campus. Tickets are £12 and available 
at www.shout2016.co.uk 

JULY 29 to 31: The festival closes 
with the inaugural Dudley Beer Festi¬ 
val at Brierley Hill Civic Hall. 




Have a Bostin Black Country Day! 
Specialising in Bespoke Tours, including 
Celebrations & Birthdays, Hen Parties, 
Stag Night and other Special Occasions 

BOOKING OFFICE: 01384 231751 FAX: 01384 459203 
www.blackcountrytours.co.uk 
ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS EXCEPTED 
(Subject to a £5 extra charge per transaction) 

138/139 Northfield Rd, Netherton, Dudley, West Midlands DY2 9ET 


Castle & Crystal Credit Union 

Your local community bank 



Ethical savings 
accounts, 
Affordable loans 
Not-for-profit 
financial 
co-operative 

Membership 
available to everyone 
who lives 

or works within the 
borough of Dudley 


Apply online today 

www.castleandcrystal.co.uk 


25 New Street, Dudley DY1 1LT 01384 815771 

D @Castle_Crystal fSV) 

mu duhipv 

/CastleCrystalCreditUnion L/UULCTy 


Castle and Crystal Credit Union is authorised by the Prudential Regulation Authority and 
regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority and the Prudential Regulation Authority. 
Firm reference number 213711 


S.F. HARRISON 
ROOFING LTD 


Local Dudley 
Family Business 

(Established 28 years) 

Approved installers of: 

Liquid plastic roofing for flat and pitched roofs 

* No gas guns * No bitumen smell 
* Applied cold so no firerisks 

Guaranteed from 10 years to 25 years (Dependent on system) 
Liquid Plastic Limited Swish approved installers. 

Enjoy maintenance free fascias, barge boards and cladding in 
brilliant white Swish cellular PVC 
Doesn’t warp, rot or crack and never needs painting 
Total replacement of all existing timber work - we don’t cap 
10 year guarantee Swish Building Products 
Other services available: Slating, tiling, built-up felt roofs 
Tile form sheeting installers insurance work - Grant work- 
Local Authority contractor 


Tel: 01384 232803 
Fax: 01384 251845 

email:Samuelfharrison@yahoo.co.uk 




Custom Garment Printers 
& Promoters Of Black Country Culture 


BLACK COUNTRY T-SHIRTS S!S 

CASTLE STREET, DUDLEY, DY11LQ blackcountrytshirts.com 
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Making a 
statement 
with vintage 
additions 

ANTIQUES AND K-gl 
COLLECTIBLES 


By John Ridgway of Perry & Phillips 



SOMETIMES it’s nice to buy an antique 
just because it’s a talking point - and 
these are the kind of vintage items that 
look good displayed in a sitting room, din¬ 
ing room or hallway where all of your vis¬ 
itors will spot it! 

I’m not talking suits of armour (although, of 
course, this is possible, albeit reproduction), I 
mean any kind of item that interests people. 

This can be anything from a framed set of old ciga¬ 
rette cards to some Beatles memorabilia, from a pith 
helmet to a 1930s radio. 

People often buy pieces at auction because they are 
simply talking points: a Victorian rocking horse, a very 
unusual piece of furniture, an architectural item that 
came from a unique property. 

Even items such as an old-fashioned telephone, 
pieces of vintage glass, those lovely 1930s ‘piano ba¬ 
bies’, all provide a focal point for conversation and can 
actually set the tone of a room. 

And if you buy one unusual item, chances are you 
will buy more of the same - thereby creating a theme. 

If you buy a vintage telephone for display on a desk 
in a home office, for example, it might be nice to add 
an old typewriter or even something more elaborate 
such as a 1950s 
mini-switchboard. 

I’ve also seen 
a fabulous collec¬ 
tion of old model 
cars gathered to¬ 
gether on an office 
coffee table, they 
looked really good 
and each one had 
been bought for a 
specific reason, a 
replica of a ‘first 
car’, a ‘dream car’ 
or a movie favour¬ 
ite. 

Rocking horses 
are often bought by adults to stand in various rooms 
around the home - and other children’s toys are popu¬ 
lar for bedrooms. 

China dolls may look a bit spooky with their wide 
glass eyes but they often appear sitting prettily on a 
bedroom cupboard, as do vintage teddy bears and gol- 
lies. 

These talking points can range from the sublime, 
such as a replica model of a Roman senator to the 
downright strange ... I have seen a coffee table made 
from a glass case containing a small stuffed shark! 

And for the more traditional coffee table, you could 
have on display some interesting vintage books, such as 
the first edition of a classic, even a signed copy of the 
same, or one that is of particular significance - a while 
ago we sold a copy of Charlotte Bronte’s novel Villette, 
attributed to her original pen name Currer Bell. 

You don’t have to spend a fortune, stick to a budget 
but make your home unique with a few vintage addi¬ 
tions. 

Perry and Phillips Auctioneers holds sales of 

antiques and collectables on the first Tuesday of 
each month. Valuation days, for sale items only, are 
held every Wednesday at the Mill Street saleroom, 
in Low Town, Bridgnorth, from 10am until 4pm. 



Everyone can be a beach babe this summer 



Janet models swimwear of the 60s 


THIS week I went into a BHS store, it was in¬ 
credibly sad, another of our high street shops 
closing, already the fixtures and fittings be¬ 
ing removed and the clothing stock hanging 
on moveable rails, sale signs adorning every 
available space. 

As I browsed the varied reduced price gar¬ 
ments I came across a range of swimwear that 
really caught my eye. Bright marine blues 
and greens, stripes, zigzags and plains, high¬ 
lighted with white and black contrast, items 
that mixed and matched beautifully. 

Swimwear today is so practical, its styling 
moving back in time to our grandmother’s 
era, less tiny triangle bikinis and more tank¬ 
inis, full swimsuits and swimming skirts and 
shorts. These particular items were a lovely 
soft lycra, fully lined and with support in all 
the right areas. I would be covering my body 
from just below shoulder to my thigh and at 
very little cost, suddenly the prospect of a 
summer holiday by the pool seemed more in¬ 
viting.our men however are back to wear¬ 

ing the trendiest of Speedos, not always the 
best choice, but definitely the swimwear of 
now. Look on their site www.speedo.co.uk to 


STYLE 

FOCUS 


I with Janet Timmis 


- 


see more about the amazing technology held 
in a small pair of trunks. 

In the early part of the 20th century cos¬ 
tumes were made of wool, heavy, ‘expanding’ 
and uncomfortable when wet, bathing shoes 
completed the ensemble. The changing cabin 
would be dragged onto the beach so, once 
changed, the swimmer was not far from the 
water and therefore protected their dignity. 
Prior to the 1930s our swimwear would have 
been knitted at home, however professional 
swimmers found silk suits a lighter option 
and then when rayon was invented it was 
the beginning of fabric technology changing 
what we wore when indulging in the varied 
watersports and beach pastimes. The bikini 
was designed in 1946 by Louis Reard (named 
after Bikini Atoll in the South Pacific where 
atomic bomb testing had taken place) 


In the 1950s swimming costumes were 
worn as part of the ‘Beauty Contest’ stages, 
from Butlins holidays to the high profile ‘Miss 
World’ on television, showing off the shapely 
figure of the contestant, no longer something 
we find fashionable. As a child, in the early 
60s, I remember my friend wearing a swim¬ 
ming costume crocheted by her mother, I 
thankfully had a blue nylon shirred fabric 
number with frills on the edges. 

Costumes with UV protection from the 
sun are now available to help protect us from 
those dangerous rays. We can buy compres¬ 
sion items to aid in the recovery of our mus¬ 
cles after exercise and we can add full areas of 
support to improve our shape with excellent 
stretch and contouring. Quick drying and 
chlorine resistant is also standard in today’s 
garments. 

There is something available for everyone, 
good fitting, easy to wear, stylish garments to 
enjoy your summer beach body 2016. 

For more details visit www.jflexclu- 
sive.com and www.jflgarmentsolutions. 
co.uk 

Follow: jfllifeandloves on tumblr 



Seared hangar steak with frisee lettuce 


Claus Meyer is now living in New York 


Fish cakes with tartare sauce is one of the recipes in the new book 


No nonsense from top 
Nordic food champion 



nordic 

• ■ J _«_ 





The book, priced £25, is available now 


FRESH from an appearance on 
Saturday Kitchen, Claus Meyer is 
in a sea-blue three-piece suit and 
has spent the morning chopping 
up a raw inner-thigh of beef to 
make beetroot tartar with horse¬ 
radish. 

The restaurateur, businessman and 
chef is what you’d call supremely Nor¬ 
dic - from his no-nonsense attitude, to 
his chiselled, Viking cheekbones. 

That and the fact he spearheaded the 
Nordic cuisine food movement and co¬ 
founded Noma, widely considered the best 
restaurant in the world. 

“It’s difficult to compare anything with 
Noma,” he muses, “but it wasn’t my 
achievement alone, I had a very good chef 
and friend and partner with me down the 
road in Rene [Redzepi], and he grew a lot 
through the project. He was an unknown 
chef when we started, now he’s the most 
known chef in the whole world.” 

Noma sent Meyer stratospheric in the 
world of food, while driving the New Nor¬ 
dic Cuisine movement, and developing a 
manifesto for it in 2004 saw him define and 
develop a whole new way of thinking about 
and working with food in Denmark, focus¬ 
ing on simplicity, seasonality and freshness. 


By Ella Walker 

“Not only did we launch the Nordic Cui¬ 
sine,” he says proudly, “we also launched 
the concept of any region having the poten¬ 
tial - not only the right - but also the pos¬ 
sibility, to suddenly capture the moment.” 

However, Meyer’s personal ideas on food, 
and his recipes for home cooks, have only 
just become available in the UK. 

When he first wrote The Nordic Kitchen, 
it was at a time where, he explains, having 
launched Noma and Nordic Cuisine, he 
“wanted to translate all the culinary ideas 
and bring them into a home cooking con¬ 
text”. 

Dressing 

Meyer can seem severe, and the recipes 
spare, but, he says: “I consider my food, or 
any food, like a draft - people should not 
be afraid to change the recipes slightly, and 
they should definitely season it so it works 
for them. Seasoning food is very important, 
chopping up things and putting them in a 
salad bowl is so easy, but getting the dress¬ 
ing right? It’s so important.” 

Roughly 10 months ago, the 52-year-old 
moved with his wife, three daughters and 
two dogs to New York, and although he’s 
“not missing Denmark as much as I would 
have expected”, his new project is perhaps 


his most ambitious to date. The plan is to 
open a Nordic brasserie and food hall in 
Manhattan’s Grand Central Terminal. 

“It’s one thing speaking about a project, 
inventing it, financing it and looking at all 
the details, but when it starts becoming an 
operation that runs all day long, all year 
long, it’s a different animal,” Meyer ex¬ 
plains. 

“So I’m really scared - but I’m also look¬ 
ing forward to get into it. I’m tired of plan¬ 
ning and designing it, spending 20 million 
US dollars getting it up and running, I just 
want to see that animal. 

“It’s like training a racehorse: you’re in 
the training field for years, and you want 
that horse to run.” 

As you’d imagine, he gets very few days 
off, but when he does, Meyer says: “I play 
tennis and do sport with my girls, I read a 
little bit, I try and discover New York. But 
besides cooking, running this show, being 
there for the family, being present, whether 
that means making an ice-cream with the 
ice-cream machine, going for a walk with 
the dogs in the park, watching a nice film - 
in between those very, very down-to-earth, 
basic family things, like taking a long 
breakfast together on a Sunday morning, 
there is not much time. 

“Having brunch is not a passion, but you 
have to have that in your life somewhere.” 
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Doreen on 
Brexit - 25 


NATIVE 

MONSTER 


For full listings see Express & Star every Friday 


TraOelstyle coach holidays FREE BROCHURE 0844 288 0830 or visit travelstyletours.co.uk 



HALF BOARD ACCOMMODATION 
Ticket included 

16JUL . 

EXHIBITIONISM - THE ROLLING STONES EXHIBITION 

30JUL . 

WEMBLEY STADIUM TOUR & LONDONS MUSEUM DISTRICT 

30JUL . 

KYNREN AT AUCKLAND CASTLE IB&B) 

6 AUG • 

MUHAMMAD ALI EXHIBITION, 02 LONDON 

13 AUG . 

RED BULL AIR RACE WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS 

15 AUG • 

SOUTHPORT FLOWER SHOW 

20 AUG. 

LIVERPOOL FC STADIUM TOUR & FOOTBALL MUSEUM 

20 AUG. 

EBOR STAKES. EMMERDALE 

28 AUG. 

NORTH SEA TALL SHIPS REGATTA 

3 SEP . 

TOWER OF LONDON POPPIES AT LINCOLN CASTLE 

3 SEP . 

KYNREN AT AUCKLAND CASTLE (BBBI 

10 SEP . 

DUXFORD AIR SHOW 

10 SEP . 

CENTRE COURT ATWIMBLEDON 

10 SEP . 

MAN UTDTHREATE OF DREAMS 

L 17 SEP . 

GRASSINGTON 1940’S&CRICH 


BOURNEMOUTH 
& GUERNSEY CRUISE 

e.-.vS 


5 DAYS FROM £199.95 

4 NIGHTS HALF BOARD Carrington House Hotel 
• Includes fantastic day trip to Guernsey 


4 NIGHTS HALF BOARD New Loretta Hotel 
Includes visit to Snowdonia & the Isle of Anglesey 
and historic Conwy 

«- 


LONGLEAT SAFARI 
Jungle Cruise & Bath 


2 DAYS £99.95 

OVERNIGHT HALF BOARD 
• Admission to Safari Park, Jungle Cruise, African 
Village, Longleat House & more plus visit to Bath 

- W - 


KYLE OF LOCHALSH BY TRAIN 
ISLE OF SKYE & STRATHSPEY STEAM 


5 DAYS from £259.95 

4 NIGHTS HALF BOARD Mackays/Garve Hotel 
• Includes Scotrail train to Kyle of Lochalsh, Strathspey 
Steam Railway and visits to Loch Ness & Inverness 


WARNER STUDIO TOUR 
Making of Harry Potter 


FOLKESTONE & CROSS 
CHANNEL CRUISE TO OSTEND 



4/5 DAYS FROM £199.95 

3/4 NIGHTS HALF BOARD New Astoria Hotel, Ostend 
• Full day excursion to Bruges & half day tour visiting Sluis in Holland 


5 DAYS from £219.95 

4 NIGHTS HALF BOARD Camelot Castle Hotel 
• Includes trips to Rick Stein's Padstow 
& Doc Martin's Port Isacc 

m 


2 DAYS £79.95 

OVERNIGHT HALF BOARD 
Includes River Explorer Cruise & Beatles Tour 

■Miiiitiiiljimi.it 


"ibu May Also Like: Isle of Wight, Cornwall, Devon, Llandudno, Scarborough, Eastbourne, Scotland from £89.95 
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Listings for July 8-14 
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JATTE 



• 14 Oct 2016 

• 22 Oct 2016 

PFTETONG 
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"tSIZA CLASSICS 
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• 30 Nov 2016 


# 16 Dec 2016 
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ANTJRI Kit 1/ 

MADNESS 


CAN*T TOUCH US NO* 
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• 17 Dec 2016 


# 21 Dec 2016 


DONNY OSMOND 



• 3 Feb 2017 • 22 Apr 2017 

• GENTINGARENA.CO.UK • BARCLAYCARDARENA.CO.UK ^het'ckettactorycom • 


Thk Welshpool 
(t LuifAix 
{ &X Railway 



*A»T TWAXM *t V«1 


Starring 9th July, trams run erven* day 
until September 

Tea mom lunch or picnic at 
Llanfair CiMfoiaiion 


Free furking arid ehildren'i play area 



• Great scenery 

• Greet fun 

• Greet value 



Full infaraMtuin and oo-hra rfur«unu at* 

www.wUr.orf.ink 

or call 0103**10*41 


Totally 

Tina 



Friday, 7.30pm 
Robin 2, Bilston 
Described as Simply The Best tribute 
to Tina Turner, Justine Riddoch (above 
as Tina) headlined last year’s Glaston- 
budget Festival and now brings her 
dynamic show to the Black Country. 
Visit www.therobin.co.uk 


Chaplin 



Thursday, 7.30pm 
New Alexandra Theatre, B’ham 
A musical play looking at the silent 
movie star’s life in the music halls 
and Hollywood with Bryan Hodgson 
as Chaplin (above) and Coronation 
Street’s Steven Arnold as his brother. 
Visit www.atgtickets.com/shows 


Matt 

Cardie 



Monday, 7pm 
The Glee Club, B’ham 

The 33-year-old X Factor 2010 winner 
from Southampton is now a veteran 
of three albums, defining himself as a 
songwriter as well as singer. 

See www.glee.co.uk/venues/birming 
ham 


Mostly Jazz, Funk 
& Soul Festival 



Friday to Sunday 
Moseley Park, Birmingham 
Actor and DJ Craig Charles (pictured) 
is among a funktastic line-up includ¬ 
ing George Clinton with Parliament 
Funkadelic, De La Soul, Grandmaster 
Flash, Average White Band and more. 
See mostlyjazz.co.uk 


POP 

Matt Cardie 

Mon at 8pm, 

The Glee Club, Birmingham, 

B5 4TD. 

Call 0871 472 0400 

Scott Matthews 

Tue at 7.30pm -11pm, 

The Glee Club, Birmingham, 

B5 4TD. 

Call 0871 472 0400 

Arijit Singh 

Tomorrow at 7pm, 

Barclaycard Arena, Birmingham, 
B1 2AA. 

Call 0121 780 4141 

Endorphinmachine: 

Prince Tribute Act 

Tomorrow, 

The RoadHouse Birmingham, 
Kings Norton, B30 3DZ. 

Call 0121 246 2273 

Charity Event In The Memory 
Of The Late Chelsea Jackson 

Sun at 5.30pm, 

The Robin 2 Hotel, Bilston, 

WV14 7LJ. 

Call 01902 401211 

Totally Tina: Tina Turner Tribute 

Tonight at 7.30pm, 

The Robin 2 Hotel, Bilston, 

WV14 7LJ. 

Call 01902 401211 

Orchestras, Ensemble & 
Chamber, Rock, Pop And Urban 

Tomorrow at 10.15am, 
Symphony Hall, Birmingham, 

B1 2EA. 

Call 0121 780 3333 

ROCK & 

METAL 

Paul Carrack 

Tomorrow at 7.30pm, £28.50 - 
£38.50 

The Robin 2 Hotel, Bilston, 

WV14 7LJ. 

Call 01902 401211 

The Sounds Of The Sixties 

Tonight, 

The RoadHouse Birmingham, 
Kings Norton, B30 3DZ. 

Call 0121 246 2273 

Amped @The Slade Rooms 

Tonight at 7.30pm, 

The Slade Rooms, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 IRQ. 

Call 0870 320 7000 

The Billy Fury Years Show: 

Billy Fury Tribute 

Tomorrow at 7.30pm, £18.50 
Prince Of Wales Centre, 
Cannock, WS11 1 DE. 

Call 01543 578762 

Rock ‘n’ Roll Magic 

Sun at 3pm - 6pm, 
fletchers bar, Kings Heath, 
Birmingham, B14 7SA. 

Call 0121 4434725 


RAP. RNB 
& REGGAE 

KRS-One 

Thu at 7pm -11pm, 

The Institute, Digbeth, 
Birmingham, B5 6DY. 

Call 0121 643 0428 

Bunny Wailer & Max Romeo 
(cancelled) 

Tomorrow - Sun at 10pm - 
3.30am, 

02 Academy Birmingham. 

Call 0121 622 8250 

JAZZ. BLUES. SOUL 

FUNK & MOTOWN 

Jazzlines Free Gigs: The Weave 

Tonight at 5pm, 

Symphony Hall, Birmingham, 

B1 2EA. 

Call 0121 780 3333 

FOLK. COUNTRY 

& ACOUSTIC 

CLASSICAL 

Services For Education - Music 
Service Gala Concerts 2016 

Sun at 6pm, 

Symphony Hall, Birmingham, 

B1 2EA. 

Call 0121 780 3333 

Music For Youth 
National Festival 

Tonight, tomorrow, 

Symphony Hall, Birmingham, 

B1 2EA. 

Call 0121 780 3333 

Blake 

Sun at 7.30pm - 9pm, 

Theatre Severn, Shrewsbury, 

SY3 8FT. 

Call 01743 281281 

CBSO 2015-16 Falstaff 

Wed at 7pm, 

Symphony Hall, Birmingham, 

B1 2EA. 

Call 0121 780 3333 

CLUBBING 

Mostly Jazz Festival 
Afterparty: DJ Maseo 

Tonight - tomorrow, at 10pm - 
3am, 

Hare & Hounds, Kings Heath, 
Birmingham, B14 7JZ. 

Call 0844 870 0000 

Propaganda 

Tonight - Tomorrow at 10.30pm - 
3.30am, 

02 Academy Birmingham, 

B1 1DB. 

Call 0121 622 8250 

DJ Luck and MC Neat 

Tomorrow - Sun at 9pm - 3am, 
Hare & Hounds, Kings Heath, 
Birmingham, B14 7JZ. 

Call 0844 870 0000 


All Hands On Decks 

Tonight at 8pm, 

Light House, Wolverhampton, 
WV1 1HT. 

Call 01902 716055 

FESTIVALS 

On The Edge 2016 

Today - tomorrow, 

Birmingham Repertory Theatre, 

B1 2ER 

Call 0121 236 4455 

Mostly Jazz, Funk 
& Soul Festival 

Today - Sun, 

Moseley Park, 

Birmingham, 

B13 8DD. 

Call 0121 442 4499 

OTHER 

EVENTS 

VIP Record Fair 

Tomorrow at 10am, £2 
The Custard Factory, 

Birmingham, 

R9 4AA 

Call 0121 224 7777 

Cadbury Character Weekend 

Tomorrow - Sun, 

Cadbury World, 

Bournville, 

Birmingham, 

B30 2LU. 

Call 0844 880 7667 

Junior Jesters #3 

Sun at 4pm, 

Theatre Severn, Shrewsbury, 

SY3 8FT. 

Call 01743 281281 

An Audience With Martin Kemp 

Wed at 8.30pm, 

The Robin 2 Hotel, Bilston, 

WV14 7LJ. 

Call 01902 401211 

Young Artists 

Tomorrow at 1 pm - 3pm, 
Wolverhampton Art Gallery, 

WV1 1 DU. 

Call 01902 552055 

Approaches To Aspects Of 
Drawing 

Tomorrow at 11 am - 4pm, 

Barber Institute of Fine Arts, 
University of Birmingham, 
Edgbaston, B15 2TS. 

Call 0121 414 7333 

Great British Food Festival 

Tomorrow at 10am - 5pm, Sun at 
10am - 5pm, 

The Shugborough Estate, Milford, 
near Stafford, 

ST17 0XB. 

Call 01889 881388 

Kings Heath Food Assembly 

Tue at 7.30pm - 9pm, 

Hare & Hounds, 

Kings Heath, 

Birmingham, 

B14 7JZ. 

Call 0844 870 0000 


COMEDY 

Severn Jesters #46 

Sun at 8pm, 

Theatre Severn, Shrewsbury, 
SY3 8FT. Call 01743 281281 

Andrew Lawrence: Uncensored 

Tonight at 7pm - 10.30pm, 

The Glee Club, Birmingham, 

B5 4TD. Call 0871 472 0400 

Zoe Lyons: Little Misfit 

Tomorrow at 8pm, 

The Old Rep Theatre, 
Birmingham, B5 4DY. 

Call 0121 605 5116 

Wifi Wars 

Sun at 1.15pm, 6.15pm, 

The Slade Rooms, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 IRQ. 

Call 0870 320 7000 

Ben Hanlin: Trickhead: 
Edinburgh Preview 

Tonight at 8pm, 

The Old Rep Theatre, 
Birmingham, B5 4DY. 

Call 0121 605 5116 

EdinBrum Previews: 

Lloyd Langford & Peter Brush 

Thu at 7.30pm, 

mac, Birmingham, B12 9QH. 

Call 0121 446 3232 

Thursday Night 
Comedy Carousel 

Thu at 8pm, 

The Glee Club, Birmingham, 

B5 4TD. 

Call 0871 472 0400 

The Best In Live Stand-up 
Comedy 

Tonight at 8.15pm, Tomorrow at 
8.15pm, 

The Glee Club, Birmingham, 

B5 4TD. 

Call 0871 472 0400 

Mark Watson: I’m Not Here 

Tomorrow at 8pm, 

Theatre Severn, Shrewsbury, 
SY3 8 FT. 

Call 01743 281281 

Joe Lycett: That’s The Way, 
A-Ha A-Ha, Joe Lycett 

Sun at 8pm, £10 - £12 
New Alexandra Theatre, 
Birmingham, B5 4DS. 

Call 0844 871 3011 

THEATRE 

Heartbeat 

Tonight at 7.30pm, Tomorrow at 
2.30pm, 7.30pm, 
Wolverhampton Grand Theatre, 
WV1 IDE. 

Call 01902 573320 

Hot Ginger’s Swing Dance 
Classes 

Tomorrow at 1 pm - 5pm, 

Hare & Hounds, 

Kings Heath, 

Birmingham, 

B14 7JZ. 

Call 0844 870 0000 


Dogfight 

Tue at 7.30pm, Wed at 7.30pm, 
Thu at 7.30pm, 

Stafford Gatehouse Theatre, 
ST16 2LT. 

Call 01785 254653 

Doreen’s Grand Night Out 

Wed at 7.30pm, Thu at 7.30pm, 
Wolverhampton Grand Theatre, 
WV1 IDE. 

Call 01902 573320 

Back To Bacharach 

Thu at 7.30pm, 

Lichfield Garrick, WS13 6HR. 

Call 01543 412121 

Let’s Go To The Movies: Telford 
Academy Of Performing Arts 

Tomorrow at 1 pm, 5.30pm, 
Oakengates Theatre, Telford, 

TF2 6ER 

Call 01952 382382 

The Musicals: TACT 

Thu at 7.30pm, 

Oakengates Theatre, Telford, 

TF2 6ER 

Call 01952 382382 

Why Do Hyenas Have Shorter 
Back Legs Than Front Legs 
And Why Do Monkeys Have 
Bare Bottoms? 

Tomorrow at 11 am, 4.30pm, 
mac, Birmingham, B12 9QH. 

Call 0121 446 3232 

Twenty-Five Years At 
CHB Performance Arts 

Sun at 2.30pm, 

Prince Of Wales Centre, 
Cannock, WS11 IDE. 

Call 01543 578762 

Reinraumraus 

Tomorrow at 11.30am, 2.30pm, 
mac, Birmingham, B12 9QH. 

Call 0121 446 3232 

Elmhurst Dance School 

Thu at 7pm, 

Birmingham Repertory Theatre, 
B1 2EP 

Call 0121 236 4455 

The Sitcom Trials 

Tomorrow at 7.30pm, 
mac, Birmingham, B12 9QH. 

Call 0121 446 3232 

Chaplin: The 
Charlie Chaplin Story 

Wed at 7.30pm, 

Artrix, Bromsgrove, B61 1PQ. 
Call 01527 577330 

Les Miserables: School Edition: 
Get Your Wigle On 

Thu at 7.30pm, 

Theatre Severn, 

Shrewsbury, 

SY3 8FT. 

Call 01743 281281 

Musical Youth Theatre Stafford: 
Bugsy Malone 

Tonight at 7.30pm, Tomorrow at 
2.30pm, 7.30pm, 

Stafford Gatehouse Theatre, 
ST16 2LT. 

Call 01785 254653 


Check out full listings in the ticket in Friday’s Express & Star 
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Music fans will 
head to the Forest 



Fans predict a musical riot when the Kaiser Chiefs, fronted by Ricky Wilson, play Cannock Chase on Sunday 


“IF you go down to the woods this 
summer, you’re sure of a big sur¬ 
prise.” So says Kaiser Chiefs front¬ 
man Ricky Wilson as his band plays 
at this weekend’s Forest Live con¬ 
certs on Cannock Chase. 

“We’ve always loved to play out¬ 
doors. We’ve done fields, parks, 
farms, rooftops, beaches and back 
gardens, but this will be the first 
time we’ve played in a forest,” said 
the 38-year-old Keighley-born singer, 


who is the most successful judge on 
TV’s The Voice. Kaiser Chiefs are 
currently working on album number 
six, while new single Parachute is out 
on October 7. 

Support for the KCs’ gig on Sunday 
comes from Vitamin and Spring King 
with the concert from 7pm being the 
last of three sold-out events in the for¬ 
est this weekend. 

Singer-songwriter James Bay is 
tomorrow night’s (Friday) headline 


act. Fans of the 2016 Brit Award Best 
Male Artist will be able to hear tracks 
from top-selling album Chaos and the 
Calm, including Hold Back The River. 
Support by the trio Joseph at 7.45pm. 

Paul Heaton and Jacqui Abbott 
are Saturday’s main attraction with 
songs from second album Wisdom, 
Laughter and Lines, as well as fa¬ 
vourites from The Beautiful South. 
Support comes from Devlin Brothers 
(6.50pm) followed by Leisure Society. 



Doreen has 
a Grand plan 

BLACK Country comedy character Doreen Tipton is likely to 
give her thoughts on how to sort out Brexit Britain with her 
shows at Wolverhampton Grand Theatre on Wednesday and 
Thursday, July 13 and 14. 

Following the EU Referendum, Doreen has broken into the 
world of politics with hilarious consequences via her own po¬ 
litical broadcast, that has become an online hit. 

As leader of the Yam Yam Party she has decided to stand 
up for the ‘little folk’ now the ‘un-erected bureauprats’ have 
left the Black Country ‘without a paddle’. 

She talks about how the vote has hit the markets - mainly 
Bilston and Brierley Hill markets - and how it has alienated 
young people ‘after a quarter of them got out of bed to vote’. 

Her party has three pledges - to never lie, use no confusing 
statistics and sort out immigration by building a wall around 
the Black Country to keep out the Brummies. 

Following on from the success of Doreen: The Movie and 
now her own online TV channel - Doreen TV - the character, 
created by actress Gill Jordan and writer David Tristram, has 
been selling out venues from Bewdley to Brum on her Grand 
Night Out tour. 

With a mixture of satirical stand-up (or sit-down, when she 
needs a rest), music and video surprises, Doreen will assess 
the state of the nation as only she can. The show is recom¬ 
mended for over-15s and tickets cost from £11.50 to £16.50. 
See www.grandtheatre.co.uk or call the box office on 01902 
429212. 


Falstaff opera will 
end CBSO season 

THE City of Birmingham Sym¬ 
phony Orchestra finishes its lat¬ 
est season with a performance of 
Verdi’s comic opera Falstaff. 

The concert in Symphony 
Hall, Birmingham, is on Wednes¬ 
day, July 13 at 7pm. Tickets 
are £21 to £48 for the concert 
in which the CBSO is joined by 
singer Ambrogio Maestri in the 
title role and the CBSO Chorus. 
It is being sung in Italian. 

Meanwhile, the Music For 
Youth National Festival contin¬ 
ues in and around the Symphony 
Hall. Hear music all day by brass 
and wind bands today (Thurs¬ 
day) and tomorrow, including 
Cannock Performing Arts Cen¬ 
tre Wind Band on Friday. 


Showcase stage for 
young dance talent 

STUDENTS at the Elmhurst 
School of Dance, the associate 
ballet school to Birmingham 
Royal Ballet, will be performing 
a Summer show at Birmingham 
Rep on July 14, 15 and 16. 

Performed in association with 
Birmingham Royal Ballet, Sum¬ 
mer Syncopation will showcase 
the talents of students aged 11 
to 19 years from the school in 
Edgbaston. 

Performances embrace a 
range of dance styles from clas¬ 
sical to hip hop via flamenco 
and jazz. It will include one-act 
ballet Elite Syncopations by 
Kenneth MacMillan. For tickets 
visit birmingham-rep.co.uk or 
call 0121 236 4455. 


Scott tops bill at 
songwriter festival 

SINGER-SONGWRITER Scott 
Matthews headlines a mini-fes¬ 
tival in his home city on Satur¬ 
day, at the Banstock Songwrit¬ 
er’s Garden party. 

From 4 to 10pm Bantock 
Park, on Finchfield Road, Wol¬ 
verhampton, will host an im¬ 
pressive line-up of talented 
musicians. 

The event starts with Sharo- 
dene and continues with Gary 
O’Dea, Saltflat, Ryan Evans, 
Under A Banner, Alex Ohm, 
Terry & Gerry, with Matthews - 
who has released four studio al¬ 
bums - taking the stage at 9pm. 

For tickets see www.wolves 
civic.co.uk or call 0870 320 
7000. 


QUALITY HOTEL 

DUDLEY 

www.qualityhoteldudley.co.uk 


Glai.ity 


BY CHOICE HOTELS 


f 


Birmingham Road, Dudley DY1 4RN 

01384 245700 


Banqueting Suite available for all family occasions 

Weddings, Birthdays, Retirements, 
Christenings and Funeral Wakes 

Catering for numbers from 20 to 150 people 

• Excellent packages to suit all budgets 

• Super facilities inc. private bar and dance floor 

• Free car parking • Resident DJ available 

Murder Mystery - Meet the Mafia 

Saturday 13 tW August 

TWO COURSE DINNER 

including tea and coffee 
£26 per person 

Ask about our accomodation 


A 

Cal 

1 


L 

)1384 
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I 

) J 



A 



£10 Match 
play for 
all slots 

with this voucher 
Valid until 1st August 2016 


: - 

w 1 


MECCA 

Club | Online | Mobile 

35-47 High Street, 
Brierley Hill, DY5 3AB 
01384 486 835 

Mon to Sat from I lam • Sunday from 12pm 

Every New Member that joins 
us gets their first session for 

£ 5.00 

includes all bingo books from 6.30 pm-9.30 pm. 


Saturday Night Fiver 
£5 for all your bingo 

*Offer Saturday Evenings throughout July 


»m + i "W* 4 MOHP* m 


n Q0o 


gamble ware co... 

Terms and conditions apply 
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SATURDAY’S TV JULY 9 


CHOICE 



Santiago Cabrera 


The Musketeers 
(BBC1,8.30pm) 

The day of reckoning arrives for 
the swashbuckling heroes, as 
the murderous Grimaud set in 
motion a series of savage, co¬ 
ordinated attacks designed to 
eliminate the Musketeers for 
good. Despite receiving 
Grimaud's direct attention, 
Athos manages to escape with 
his life, and sets out to warn his 
comrades they will be next on 
the hit-list. Meanwhile, Athos 
finds his affair with Queen Anne 
in the forefront of his mind as 
he accompanies King Louis on 
an annual pilgrimage to mark 
his royal father's death. Starring 
Santiago Cabrera, Tom Burke, 
Thalissa Teixeira, Luke 
Pasqualino,Tamla Kari, Howard 
Charles, Matthew McNulty, 
Rupert Everett, Lukas Juza, 
Andre Flynn, Hugo Speer and 
Ryan Gage. 


BBC1 

6.00 Breakfast. 10.00 Saturday Kitchen 
Live. 11.30 Mary Berry’s Absolute 
Favourites. (R) 12.00 BBC News; 
Weather. 12.10 Bargain Hunt. (R) 1.00 
Wimbledon 2016. Coverage from the All 
England Club. 5.40 BBC News. 5.50 
Regional Programme. 

6.00 Pointless Celebrities. Radio 1 
and Radio 1 Xtra presenters Clara 
Amfo, Trevor Nelson, Yasmin 
Evans, Greg James, Chris Stark, 
Scott Mills, Dev Griffin and Sarah- 
Jane Crawford take part in the 
quiz. (R) 

6.50 The Getaway Car. A father-and- 
son team, a pair of Essex girls, and 
two London Underground drivers 
are among the competitors hitting 
the track in South Africa this week. 
7.40 The National Lottery: In It to Win 
It. Quiz show in which five 
contestants answer questions to 
scoop a big cash prize. Includes 
the Lotto and Thunderball draws 
and Lotto results. Last in the 
series. 

8.30 The Musketeers. Grimaud set in 
motion a series of savage attacks 
designed to eliminate the 
Musketeers, and when Athos 
manages to escape the trap, he 
sets out to warn his comrades. 
9.25 Casualty. Brian’s stray cigarette 
butt causes a house fire, leaving 
both Hazel and Rihanna’s lives in 
jeopardy, and Charlie correctly 
guesses Connie and Jacob are 
back together. 

10.15 BBC News; Weather.; National 
Lottery Update. 

10.35 Film: Pirates of the Caribbean: 
The Curse of the Black Pearl. 

(2003)A buccaneer and a 
blacksmith commandeer a British 
ship and set sail in pursuit of a 
pirate captain who has kidnapped 
a colonial governor's daughter. 
Flowever, their quarry and his crew 
are under a curse that turns them 
into living skeletons-and makes 
them impossible to kill. 
Swashbuckling fantasy adventure, 
starring Johnny Depp, Orlando 
Bloom, Keira Knightley, Geoffrey 
Rush, Jack Davenport and 
Jonathan Pryce. 

12.45 Film: The Resident. (2011) A 
doctor moves into a spacious new 
apartment, but realises her landlord is 
dangerously obsessed with her. Horror, 
starring Hilary Swank, Jeffrey Dean 
Morgan and Christopher Lee. 2.10 
Weather for the Week Ahead. 2.15 BBC 
News. 


BBC2 

6.00 Film: The Long Voyage Flome. 

(1940) Drama, starring John Wayne. 
7.45 Film: Flight of the Navigator. (1986) 
Sci-fi adventure, starring Joey Cramer. 
9.10 Natural World. (R) 10.00 Homes 
Underthe Hammer. (R) 11.00 
Wimbledon 2016. The ladies’ wheelchair 
singles final. 12.30 Coast. (R) 1.00 Film: 
Firecreek. (1968) Western, starring 
James Stewart. 2.40 Escape to the 
Country. (R) 3.25 Flog It! (R) 4.10 The 
Great British Sewing Bee. (R) 5.10 
Gardeners’ World. (R) 5.40 Wimbledon 
2016. The men’s and ladies’ doubles 
finals. 

8.00 Today at Wimbledon. Clare 
Balding and guests look back at 
highlights of the ladies’ singles 
final at the All England Club, where 
the third Grand Slam title of the 
year was set to be decided. Plus, a 
preview of the men’s singles final 
and action from the day’s other 
finals and semi-finals. 

9.00 The Wipers Times. In the 

bombed-out ruins of the Belgian 
town of Ypres in 1916, Captain 
Fred Roberts and Lieutenant Jack 
Pearson discover a printing press 
and decide to start a satirical 
newspaper to raise the spirits of 
the British troops. It proves hugely 
popular with the men in the 
trenches - but their superior 
officers see it as an act of 
insubordination and subversion 
and call for a ban. Feature-length 
factual drama by Ian Hislop and 
Nick Newman, starring Ben 
Chaplin, Julian Rhind-Tutt, Michael 
Palin and Emilia Fox. (R) 

10.30 Versailles. When a protest halts 
construction at the palace, the 
King refuses to let Philippe help 
and matters escalate, allowing 
plotters to pose a genuine threat to 
the young monarch’s rule; (R) 
Inside Versailles. 

11.30 Golf: Scottish Open. Highlights of 
day three from Castle Stuart Golf 
Club in Inverness, where Rickie 
Fowler is the reigning champion 
after victory at Gullane Golf Club. 

12.30 Film: The Big Kahuna. (1999) The 
rising tension gets to three salesmen as 
they wait at a hotel to make their pitches 
to an important potential client. Drama, 
with Kevin Spacey. 1.55 Film: Down 
Terrace. (2009) Father-and-son 
gangsters are released from prison and 
try to identify the informant in their 
organisation. Crime comedy, starring 
real-life father and son Robin and Robert 
Hill. 3.25 This Is BBC Two. 


ITV 

6.00 CITV: The Aquabats! Super Show! 
6.20 Pat & Stan. (R) 6.30 Dino Dan. (R) 

6.45 Dino Dan. (R) 6.55 Signed Stories: 
Share a Story. (R) 7.00 Sooty. (R) 7.15 
Super 4. (R) 7.30 Oddbods. (R) 7.35 
ThunderbirdsAre Go. (R) 8.00 NinjaGo: 
Masters of Spinjitzu. (R) 8.25 ITV News. 

8.30 Weekend. 9.25 Murder, She Wrote. 
(R) 10.20 Murder, She Wrote. (R) 11.20 
Who’s Doing the Dishes? (R) 12.20 ITV 
News; Weather. 12.30 The Wine Show. 

I. 35 Big Box Little Box. (R) 2.05 Doc 
Martin. (R) 3.05 Film: The Mirror 
Crack’d. (1980) Miss Marple mystery, 
starring Angela Lansbury. 5.10 The 
Chase. (R) 

6.10 Regional Programme; Weather. 
6.20 ITV News; Weather. 

6.30 You’ve Been Framed! Harry Hill 
narrates a comical selection of 
mishaps filmed by viewers, 
featuring everything from giddy 
grandmas, cute kids and crazy 
animals to below-the-belt 
mishaps, practical jokers and 
painful-looking accidents. (R) 

7.00 Catchphrase. Stephen Mulhern 
hosts the game show, asking three 
contestants to “see it and say it” as 
they try to guess the familiar 
phrases hidden in animated clues. 
After the first elimination, the two 
remaining players battle to reach 
the Super Catchphrase round, 
where one of them could win 
£50,000. 

7.45 Film: The Hobbit: An Unexpected 
Journey. (2012) Unassuming 
hobbit Bilbo Baggins is pulled out 
of his comfortable life when 
Gandalf the wizard volunteers him 
for a dangerous quest. He joins a 
party of dwarves who are on a 
mission to reclaim their lost 
homeland, which has been taken 
over by a dragon. The first part of 
Peter Jackson’s fantasy adventure 
trilogy based on JRR Tolkien’s 
novel, starring Martin Freeman, 

Ian McKellen and Richard 
Armitage. 

10.50 ITV News; Weather. 

II. IOFilm: Carry On Matron. (1972) A 

gang of crooks tries to infiltrate a 
maternity hospital planning to 
steal the stock of contraceptive 
pills. Comedy, starring Sid James. 

12.50 Jackpot247. Viewers get the 
chance to participate in live interactive 
gaming from the comfort of their sofas, 
with a mix of roulette-wheel spins and 
lively chat from the presenting team. 

3.00 Murder, She Wrote. Jessica is taken 
hostage. (R) 3.50 ITV Nightscreen. 


CHANNEL 4 

6.00 Mobil 1 The Grid. 6.25 Motor Sport: 
Mini Challenge. 6.55 Nic Hamilton’s 
Racing Dream. 7.55 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 8.25 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 8.55 The Morning Line. 
9.55 Formula 1: British Grand Prix 
Practice 3 Live. The 10th round of the 
season continues. 11.05 The 
Superhumans Show. 11.35 Salvage 
SOS. 12.00 Formula 1: British Grand Prix 
Qualifying Live. Coverage of the battle for 
pole position (Start-time 1.00pm). 2.30 
Channel 4 Racing. Live coverage from 
Newmarket, York and Ascot. 5.30 
Channel 4 News. 

6.00 Gogglesprogs. Young TV viewers 
watch a range of programmes, 
from entertainment shows to 
documentaries and classic films, 
as well as up-to-the-minute news 
reports. In this instalment, the 
youngsters offer their honest and 
hilarious views on Call the 
Midwife, The Voice UK and The 
Wizard ofOz.(R) 

7.00 Film: Battleship. (2012) A 
reckless slacker joins the Navy, 
hoping to win the respect of his 
girlfriend’s father, a stern admiral. 
He and his shipmates are put to 
the ultimate test as part of a force 
of vessels that must battle an 
invading fleet of powerful alien 
spaceships. Sci-fi adventure, 
starring Taylor Kitsch, Liam 
Neeson and Alexander Skarsgard. 
9.30 Film: Ted. (2012) A lonely boy 
makes a wish at Christmas that his 
teddy bear will come to life, which 
is magically granted. The boy 
grows up to become a 
directionless slacker, with the foul- 
mouthed living toy still his 
inseparable friend - but his 
girlfriend thinks it is time for him 
to grow up. Comedy, starring Mark 
Wahlberg and Mila Kunis, directed 
by and featuring the voice of Seth 
MacFarlane. 

11.35 Ramsay’s Kitchen Nightmares 
USA. Gordon Ramsay is in New 
Jersey to help Rose Leone, who 
spent two years in a coma and 
came out of hospital to learn her 
son had run her beloved Italian 
restaurant into the ground. (R) 

12.35 Film: The Place Beyond the Pines. 
(2012) Crime drama, starring Ryan 
Gosling. 3.00 Hollyoaks. Omnibus. 

Grace gives her brothers an ultimatum. 
(R) 5.05 Kirstie’s Handmade Treasures. 
(R) 5.20 French Collection. Three 
collectors try to make a profit from items 
bought in Nice. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 

6.00 Milkshake! 8.25 Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles. (R) 9.00 The Saturday 
Show Live. 11.10 Police Interceptors: 
Takedown. (R) 11.40 Police Interceptors. 
(R) 12.40 Film: Major Dundee. (1965) 
Western, starring Charlton Heston. 3.00 
Film: Rio Lobo. (1970) Howard Hawks’ 
Western, with John Wayne and Jorge 
Rivero. 5.15 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It 
Away. (R) 

6.15 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It Away. 

Agents Paul and Phil head to Kent 
for an eviction, but when they 
finally take possession of the 
house, they discover a full-scale 
cannabis factory upstairs. 
Elsewhere, Brian and Delroy chase 
a debt of nearly £3,000 in 
Hampshire and two agents 
attempt to collect almost £5,000 
owed by a farmer in Sussex. Plus, 
Paul finds himself accused of 
racism when he and Steve attempt 
to evict a Kosovan family living in 
emergency accommodation in 
north London. (R) 

7.15 NCIS: Los Angeles. Callen and 
Sam unearth links to an al-Qaeda 
recruiting agent after a Navy 
officer dies following a 
confrontation involving a dancer 
and a Sudanese emigre at a strip 
club. (R) 

8.05 NCIS. The agents reluctantly team 
up with the coastguard to 
investigate the apparent murder of 
a Navy diver who was trying to 
recover a sunken ship and its 
treasure, and Gibbs finds a prime 
suspect in a wealthy doctor who 
had bankrolled the underwater 
mission. Starring Mark Harmon. 

(R) 

9.00 NCIS. Gibbs and Bishop travel to 
Afghanistan in the wake of the 
murder of a US Marine captain in 
Washington, DC, and the death is 
linked to a terror group affiliated 
with the Taliban. 

9.55 5 News Weekend. 

10.00 Big Brother. Catching up with the 
Big Brother contestants as they 
react to Friday night’s live eviction, 
revealing how another departure 
has affected the rest of the house. 
11.05Gemma Collins: In Therapy. The 
reality TV star talks to therapist 
Mandy Saligariinabidto 
understand why her celebrity 
dream has come crashing down. 
(R) 

12.05 SuperCasino. 3.10 Big Brother. 

(R) 4.00 The Secret Life of Kittens. (R) 
4.50 Divine Designs. (R) 


DIGITAL 

BBC Four 

7.00 Moominland Tales: The Life of Tove 
Jansson 8.00 The Last Seabird Summer? 
9.00 Film: A Hijacking (2012) 10.40 T in 
the Park 20161.10 Top of the Pops: 1982 
2.30 Ultimate Number Is at the BBC 3.30 
Close 
ITV2 

11.50 Ninja Warrior UK 12.50 Film: Baby 
Mama (2008) 1.50 FYI Daily 1.55 Film: 
Baby Mama (2008) 2.45 Film: Small 
Soldiers (1998) 3.45 FYI Daily 3.50 Film: 
Small Soldiers (1998) 5.00 Film: 
Scooby-Doo (2002) 6.00 FYI Daily 6.05 
Film: Scooby-Doo (2002) 6.45 Film: 
Sweet Home Alabama (2002) 7.45 FYI 
Daily 7.50 Film: Sweet Home Alabama 
(2002) 9.00 Love Island 10.00 Celebrity 
Juice: X Factor Special 10.50 Family Guy 
12.20 American Dad! 1.20 The Cleveland 
Show 2.10 Totally Bonkers Guinness 
World Records 2.35 The Hot Desk: DNCE 
2.45 Teleshopping 5.45 ITV2 
Nightscreen 

ITV3 

12.35 Foyle’s War 2.50 Film: Willy 
Wonka and the Chocolate Factory (1971) 

3.50 FYI Daily 3.55 Film: Willy Wonka 
and the Chocolate Factory (1971) 5.00 
Midsomer Murders 7.00 Doc Martin 8.00 
Lewis 10.00 A Touch of Frost 12.10 The 
Jury 1.10 City Lights 2.00 ITV3 
Nightscreen 2.30 Teleshopping 

ITV4 

12.00 Goodwood Festival of Speed 1.00 
Tour de France Highlights 2.00 Tour de 
France Live. Coverage of stage eight of 
this year’s race. 4.30 Storage Wars 6.00 
Monster Carp 7.00 Tour de France 
Highlights 8.00 Film: The Spy Who 
Loved Me (1977) 9.05 FYI Daily 9.10 
Film: The Spy Who Loved Me (1977) 

10.40 Film: A Dangerous Man (2010) 

11.40 FYI Daily 11.45 Film: A Dangerous 
Man (2010) 12.35 Motorway Patrol 1.00 
Tour de France Highlights 2.00 The Wine 
Show 2.55 ITV4 Nightscreen 3.00 
Teleshopping 

E4 

11.00 Rich Kids of Instagram 12.00 New 
Girl 12.30 The Goldbergs 3.30 The Big 
Bang Theory 9.00 Film: Snow White & 
the Huntsman (2012) 11.30 Gogglebox 

1.40 Rude Tube 3.30 The New Normal 
4.10 Rude(ish) Tube 4.35 Revenge 
Film4 

11.00 Bend of the River (1952) 1.00 Spy 
Kids 4: All the Time in the World (2011) 

2.40 Rango (2011) 4.50 Lemony 
Snicket’s A Series of Unfortunate Events 
(2004) 6.55 The Way Way Back (2013) 
9.00 Aliens (1986) 12.00 Alien 3 (1992) 
2.15 The Pact (2012) 4.00 Close 
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SUNDAY’S TV JULY 10 27 


CHOICE 


BBC1 


BBC2 


ITV 


CHANNEL 4 


CHANNEL 5 


DIGITAL 



Paul O'Grady's 100 Years of 
Movie Musicals 
(Channel 4,6.30pm) 

Paul explores the history of the 
genre, from its roots in the early 
20th century, through its golden 
era, and up to the multimillion- 
dollar industry it has become. 
Featuring contributions from 
James Corden, Michael Ball, 
Michael York, Joel Grey, Sheila 
Hancock, Benny Andersson and 
Scott Baio, and the directors 
and stars of Les Miserables 
discuss singing the whole score 
live on set. 


6.00 Breakfast. 9.00 The Andrew Marr 
Show. 10.00 Sunday Morning Live. 
11.00 Regional Programme. 12.15 
Bargain Hunt. (R) 12.45 BBC News; 
Weather. 1.00 Wimbledon 2016. 1.50 
Wimbledon 2016. Sue Barker introduces 
live coverage of the men’s singles final at 
the All England Club. 5.35 BBC News. 
5.50 Regional Programme. 

6.00 Countryfile. Matt Baker helps out 
with the strawberry harvest in 
Kent, while Naomi Wilkinson 
meets a couple who set up their 
own animal rescue centre and 
visits Dover to investigate the 
history of people attempting to 
swim the English Channel. John 
Craven meets a farmer growing 
Chinese vegetables, Adam Henson 
reports from the Royal Three 
Counties Show, and Tom Heap 
investigates calls to ban live plant 
imports. 

7.00 M0TD: Euro 2016 Live. The final 
(Kick-off 8.00pm). Gary Lineker 
presents coverage of the 
showpiece game, which takes 
place at the Stade de France, as 
the 24-team tournament draws to 
a close. The event began in this 
stadium exactly one month ago, 
with Didier Deschamps’ host 
nation overcoming Romania 2-1 
thanks to a wonder-strike from 
West Ham United’s Dimitri Payet. 
France would top their group and 
move onto a last-16 encounter 
with the Republic of Ireland, while 
Romania were eliminated after 
finishing bottom of the table 
following their three matches. 
Subsequent programmes subject 
to change. 

10.30 BBC News. 

10.50Regional Programme. 

11.00 Live at the Apollo. Andy Parsons 
hosts the stand-up show recorded 
at London’s Hammersmith 
Apollo. (R) 

11.45 Film: Flatliners. (1990) Five 
medical students conduct 
dangerous experiments to 
discover whether there is an 
afterlife by electronically inducing 
a near-deathlike state and then 
bringing about resuscitation at the 
critical moment. However, when 
they venture into real-death 
experiences, they unwittingly 
unleash supernatural phenomena 
linked to their past misdeeds. 
Thriller, with Julia Roberts. 

1.35 Weather for the Week Ahead. 1.40 
BBC News. 


6.10 The AtoZ of TV Gardening. (R) 

6.35 Great British Garden Revival. (R) 

7.35 Gardeners’World. (R) 8.05 
Countryfile. (R) 9.00 Saturday Kitchen 
Best Bites. 10.30 Tom Kerridge’s Best 
Ever Dishes. (R) 11.00 Wimbledon 2016. 
The men’s wheelchair singles final. Sue 
Barker presents coverage of the 
inaugural staging of this final at the all 
England Club, as the final day of the 
Grand Slam commences. 12.30 Coast. 
(R) 1.00 Film: Pollyanna. (1960) An 
orphaned girl tries to spread cheer 
among the miserable inhabitants of a 
New England town. Family drama based 
on Eleanor H Porter’s novel, starring 
Hayley Mills and Jane Wyman. 3.10 Flog 
It! (R) 3.55 Tribute to a Queen -The Big 
Sing. (R) 4.35 Giraffes: Africa’s Gentle 
Giants - Natural World. (R) 5.35 
Wimbledon 2016. Sue Barker introduces 
live coverage of the mixed doubles final, 
the last action of this year’s event at the 
All England Club. 

8.00 Film: The Help. (2011) An 

aspiring journalist returns to her 
Mississippi home in the 1960s and 
begins documenting the lives of 
black servants working for wealthy 
white families. Her project brings 
the community’s household staff 
together, but creates controversy 
among their employers. Drama 
based on Kathryn Stockett’s novel, 
starring Emma Stone, Viola Davis, 
Bryce Dallas Howard and an 
Oscar-winning Octavia Spencer. 
10.20 Mock the Week. Topical comedy 
quiz show, hosted by Dara O 
Briain. (R) 

10.50Today at Wimbledon. Clare 
Balding and guests look back at 
highlights of the men’s singles 
final at the All England Club, where 
the third Grand Slam title of the 
year was set to be decided. Plus, a 
look at the rest of the day’s finals, 
as the famous tournament was 
brought to a conclusion. 

11.50 Golf: Scottish Open. Highlights of 
the fourth and final day from 
Castle Stuart Golf Club in 
Inverness, where the successor to 
last year’s winner Rickie Fowler 
was crowned. 

12.50 Sign Zone: Countryfile. John 
Craven explores Pembrokeshire’s 
boating heritage, while Helen Skelton 
makes a meal out of foraged seaweed 
and meets the people who made an eco 
house from local materials. (R) 1.50 
Holby City. Part two of two. (R) 2.45 This 
Is BBC Two. Preview of upcoming 
programmes from BBC Two. 


6.00 CITV: The Aquabats! Super Show! 
6.20 Pat & Stan. (R) 6.30 Dino Dan. (R) 

6.45 Dino Dan. (R) 6.55 Signed Stories: 
Share a Story. (R) 7.00 Sooty. (R) 7.15 
Super 4. (R) 7.30 Oddbods. (R) 7.35 
Thunderbirds Are Go. (R) 8.00 Teen 
Titans Go! (R) 8.25 ITV News. 8.30 
Weekend. 9.25 Countrywise. (R) 10.00 
Peston on Sunday. 10.55 Judge Rinder. 
(R) 11.55 ITV News; Weather. 12.00 
Rebound. (R) 1.00 The Chase. (R) 2.00 
Love Your Garden. (R) 3.00 Midsomer 
Murders. (R) 5.00 Masterpiece with Alan 
Titchmarsh. (R) 

6.00 Regional Programme; Weather. 
6.15 ITV News; Weather. 

6.30 You’ve Been Framed! Harry Hill 
narrates a comical selection of 
mishaps filmed by viewers, 
featuring everything from giddy 
grandmas, cute kids and crazy 
animals to below-the-belt 
mishaps, practical jokers and 
painful-looking accidents. (R) 

7.00 Euro 2016. The final (Kick-off 
8.00pm). Mark Pougatch presents 
coverage of the showpiece game, 
which takes place at the Stade de 
France, as the 24-team 
tournament draws to a close. The 
event began in this stadium exactly 
one month ago, with Didier 
Deschamps’ host nation 
overcoming Romania 2-1 thanks 
to a wonder-strike from West Ham 
United’s Dimitri Payet. France 
would top their group and move 
onto a last-16 encounter with the 
Republic of Ireland, while Romania 
were eliminated after finishing 
bottom of the table following their 
three matches. Last in the series. 
Subsequent programmes subject 
to change. 

10.45 ITV News; Weather. 

11.00 Sports Life Stories. Sports stars 
are invited to look back over their 
lives and achievements. (R) 

12.00 Peston on Sunday. Political 
magazine, presented by Robert Peston, 
with ITV News National Editor Allegra 
Stratton. (R) 12.50 Jackpot247. Viewers 
get the chance to participate in live 
interactive gaming from the comfort of 
their sofas, with a mix of roulette-wheel 
spins and lively chat from the presenting 
team. 3.00 Motorsport UK. Highlights 
from Oulton Park. 3.50 ITV Nightscreen. 
Text-based information service. 5.05 The 
Jeremy Kyle Show. The host invites 
guests to air their differences over family 
and relationship issues, and provides 
them with his own brand of no-nonsense 
advice. (R) 


6.15 Salvage SOS. 6.40 Salvage SOS. 
7.05 The King of Queens. (R) 7.30 The 
King of Queens. (R) 8.00 Frasier. (R) 

8.30 Frasier. (R) 9.00 Sunday Brunch. 

12.00 Formula 1: British Grand Prix Live. 
Coverage of the 10th round of the season 
(Start-time 1.00pm). 4.00 Location, 
Location, Location. (R) 5.00 A Place in 
the Sun: Winter Sun. 

6.00 Channel 4 News. 

6.30 Paul O’Grady’s 100 Years of 
Movie Musicals. Paul explores 
the history of the genre, from its 
roots in the early 20th century, 
through its golden era, and up to 
the multimillion-dollar industry it 
has become. Featuring 
contributions from James Corden, 
Michael Ball, Michael York, Joel 
Grey, Sheila Hancock, Benny 
Andersson and Scott Baio, and the 
directors and stars of Les 
Miserables discuss singing the 
whole score live on set. 

8.00 Film: Les Miserables. (2012) A 
former prisoner tries to lead an 
honest life in post-revolutionary 
France, despite being pursued 
everywhere by a fanatical police 
inspector. He promises a poverty- 
stricken factory worker that he will 
raise her child, a relationship that 
gives his life new meaning, but 
both of them are drawn into an 
uprising against the reinstated 
monarchy. Musical, starring Hugh 
Jackman. 

11.05 Formula 1: British Grand Prix 
Highlights. Steve Jones presents 
action from the 10th round of the 
season at Silverstone, where 
Lewis Hamilton was looking to win 
this race for the fourth time in his 
career. 

12.10 Film: The Quiet Ones. (2014) A 
scientist performs experiments on a 
woman in the hope of manifesting a 
poltergeist, but the horror he unleashes 
proves deadly. Horror, starring Jared 
Harris and Sam Claflin. 1.55 Dogs: Their 
Secret Lives. Mark Evans observes three 
pets exhibiting unusual behaviour to find 
out what could be at the root of their 
problems and how to help them. (R) 

2.50 Rescue Dog to Super Dog. The 
team helps to find disability helper dogs 
for Manchester-based Paula, who has a 
faulty immune system, and second year 
student Ellie with cerebral palsy. (R) 3.45 
Posh Pawnbrokers. In Sheffield, Dan 
goes to look at a boat with a £90,000 
price tag. (R) 4.40 French Collection. 
Three collectors visit a market in Arles in 
Provence. (R) 


6.00 Milkshake!: Peppa Pig. 6.05 Toby’s 
Travelling Circus. (R) 6.15 Angelina 
Ballerina. (R) 6.30 Bob the Builder. (R) 
6.40 Wanda and the Alien. (R) 6.50 Zack 
and Quack. (R) 7.05 Pets. (R) 7.10 
Noddy in Toyland. (R) 7.20 Paw Patrol. 
(R) 7.35 Little Princess. (R) 7.45 Pip 
Ahoy! (R) 8.05 Blaze and the Monster 
Machines. (R) 8.30 Ben and Holly’s Little 
Kingdom. (R) 8.45 Shimmer and Shine. 
(R) 9.15 Jelly Jamm. (R) 9.30 LazyTown. 
(R) 9.55 Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles. 
(R) 10.30 Access. (R) 10.35 Funniest 
Fails, Falls & Flops. (R) 11.05 Rookies & 
Raids: A Police Interceptors Special. (R) 
12.00 Police Interceptors: Deadly 
Pursuits. (R) 1.00 The Dog Rescuers 
with Alan Davies. (R) 2.00 Hello Kitty: 
When Cats Go Bad. (R) 3.00 Puppies 
Make You Laugh Out Loud. (R) 4.00 The 
Secret Life of Puppies. (R) 5.00 The 
Secret Life of Puppies. (R) 

6.00 5 News Weekend. 

6.05 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It Away. 
Agents Paul and Steve face a 
moral dilemma in south London, 
when they find out the tenant they 
have been instructed to evict is on 
his way to a funeral. Elsewhere, 
Stewart and Victor chase £1,000 
from a debtor who has defaulted 
on his payment plan, but they are 
subjected to abuse and the police 
are called to a driveway standoff. 
Plus, two agents try to recover 
£1,600 worth of goods from the 
owner of an entertainment 
company after a wedding day 
dispute, and in west London, a 
landlady is owned £9,000 in rent 
arrears by a young mother. (R) 
7.00 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It Away. In 
East London, High Court 
Enforcement Agents Paul and Phil 
are involved in a brothel eviction, 
while in south Wales, Stewart and 
Elmore chase a debt owed by a 
working mum. Another case sees 
Stewart and Victor hunting down a 
£3,000 debt owed by a Liverpool 
takeaway for rent arrears. (R) 

8.00 Cats Make You laugh Out Loud 3. 
Compilation of internet videos 
featuring cats doing bizarre things. 
8.55 5 News Weekend. 

9.00 Big Brother. Daily round-up of 
highlights. 

10.00 Most Shocking Reality Moments. 

A celebration of the nation’s long- 
running love affair with reality TV. 
(R) 

12.50 Lip Sync Battle. (R) 1.15 
SuperCasino. 3.10 The Blair Rich 
Project. (R) 4.00 Now That’s Funny! (R) 


BBC Four 

7.00 Film: The Water Babies (1978) 8.30 
The Sky at Night 9.00 T in the Park 2016 
12.00 American Nomads 1.30 Horizon: 
The Truth About Exercise 2.30 Immortal? 
A Horizon Guide to Ageing 3.30 Close 
ITV2 

12.20 Take Me Out 1.30 Love Island 2.00 
Film: Kindergarten Cop (1990) 3.00 FYI 
Daily 3.05 Film: Kindergarten Cop (1990) 
4.15 Film: Back to the Future Part III 
(1990) 5.15 FYI Daily 5.20 Film: Backto 
the Future Part III (1990) 6.35 Film: 
You’ve Got Mail (1998) 7.35 FYI Daily 

7.40 Film: You’ve Got Mail (1998) 9.00 
Love Island 10.00 Family Guy 11.30 
American Dad! 12.30 The Cleveland 
Show 1.30 Safeword 2.10 Teleshopping 

5.40 ITV2 Nightscreen 
ITV3 

2.55 Film: George and Mildred: The 
Movie (1980) 3.55 FYI Daily 4.00 Film: 
George and Mildred: The Movie (1980) 
4.50 Wycliffe 5.55 Sunday Night at the 
Palladium 7.00 Agatha Christie’s Marple 
9.00 The Bletchley Circle 10.00 Lewis 
12.00 Wire in the Blood 2.00 ATouch of 
Frost 3.40 May the Best House Win 5.20 
On the Buses 5.45 ITV3 Nightscreen 
ITV4 

12.00 Tour de France Highlights 1.00 
Tour de France Live. Coverage of stage 
nine of this year’s race. 5.00 Storage 
Wars 6.00 The Wine Show 7.00 Tour de 
France Highlights 8.00 River Monsters 
9.05 Film: Last Man Standing (1996) 
10.05 FYI Daily 10.10 Film: Last Man 
Standing (1996) 11.15 Film: Universal 
Soldier: Day of Reckoning (2012) 12.15 
FYI Daily 12.20 Film: Universal Soldier: 
Day of Reckoning (2012) 1.30 Tour de 
France Highlights 2.20 Nitro Circus 2.45 
ITV4 Nightscreen 3.00 Teleshopping 
E4 

12.30 Film: Alvin and the Chipmunks: 
The Squeakquel (2009) 2.15 Rude(ish) 
Tube Shorts 2.30 The Big Bang Theory 
8.00 Film: X-Men (2000) 10.05 Rich 
Kids of Instagram 11.00 Gogglebox 
12.05 Rude Tube 1.10 Tattoo Fixers 2.10 
2 Broke Girls 2.50 The New Normal 3.10 
Hollyoaks 

Film4 

11.00 Dragonball Evolution (2009) 1.00 
The Parent Trap (1961) 3.35 Earthquake 
(1974) 6.10 Seven Years in Tibet (1997) 
9.00 Red (2010) A retired CIA agent 
survives an assassination attempt, and 
reunites his old hit squad to find out who 
wants them dead. Action thriller, starring 
Bruce Willis and Morgan Freeman. 11.15 
Kick-Ass 2 (2013) 1.20 Wild Bill (2011) 

3.30 Close 


Traoelstyle coach holidays FREE BROCHURE 0844 686 0149 or visit travelstyletours.co.uk 





sa 


Four nights dinner, bed & breakfast 

Friends Hotel 

Friendly hotel ideally located to 
explore Sandown _ 


MONDAYS 

18, 25 JUL 
l 8, 15, 22, 29 AUG 
5, 12, 19 SEP 


2 FREE COACH TRIPS 

. Round the Island Tour 
• Ryde Promenade & 
Seaview Village 



3/4 nights bed & breakfast at 
Inter Hotel Paris, Est Rosny 
Two day hopper ticket 
allowing time to explore both 
Disneyland® Park & The Walt 
Disney Studios® Park 
• Bonus visit to Paris on 5 day 
breaks 


QGESSaG&BES 

Three nights bed & breakfast 

FRIDAYS 5,19 AUG 
BANK HOL 26 AUG yl 

28 OCT, 4 NOV S 

CHILDREN 11 & under £229.95 

when sharing with 2 adults 

SINGLE SUPPLEMENT£79j ^ 

Four nights bed & breakfast 

MONDAYS 1,15 AUG 
24 OCT 

CHILDREN 11 & under £269.95 
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TWO DAY 
HOPPER TICKET 
INCLUDED! 
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IT'S 

FREE 

IT'S 

EASY 

*Advertise any item 
FREE up to the value 
of £250go to: 



Large Model Aircraft Rally Cosford 

16th/17th July 2016 


A great day out for 
all the family! 

• lOOs of models on display 
• Trade & food stalls 
• Gates open at 8.30 am 


In Advance On the Gate 
Adults £8.00 £10.00 

Children under 16 FREE** 

**when accompanied by an adult 



www.largemodelassociation.com 


©ROML 
4IR FORCE 


museum 

catrufia 


Located 1 mile from 
Jnct 3 on the M54 


T: 01902 376200 or www.rafmuseum.org 


Private Hire 

• Tours • Group Travel 


Monday 1st August 

DAY TRIPS 

BARMOUTH 

Saturday 16th July 

Adults £17.00 O.A.P £16.00 Child £14.00 

YORK 

Tuesday 2nd August 

Adults £17.00 O.A.P £16.00 Child £14.00 

COTSWOLD MARKET & 

Saturday 23rd July 

BOURTON ON THE WATER 

aj.iHa pi c nn had Pi a nn pio nn 

BLACKPOOL 

ACillltS L15.UU U.A.r £.14.UU Umld L1Z.UU 

Adults £17.00 O.A.P £16.00 Child £14.00 

Thursday 4th August 

Tuesday 26th July 

BLENHEIM PALACE 

Adults £30.00 O.A.P £29.00 

WESTON SUPER MARE 

Child £25.00 

Adults £17.00 O.A.P £16.00 Child £14.00 

Includes admission to house & gardens 

Thursday 28th July 

14th-17th October 

CHESTER ZOO 

THE WEYMOUTH WEEKEND 

Adults £35.00 O.A.P £33.00 

The Leam Hotel 

Children age 3yrs to 15 £31.00 

4 days half board 

Includes admission to zoo 

£175.00 

www.2kstravel.CO.uk Pick up times vary Ask when booking 

40, Louise Street, Gornal Wood, Dudley 01902 970387 
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PICK OF THE WEEK 


FILM CHOICES 

MONDAY 

Lost Letter Mysteries: The Impossible Dream, 
Channel 5,3.15pm 

The team of postal detectives works against the 
clock to decode a letter that could hold the key to 
saving the life of a US military medic in Afghanistan 
who is being held as a prisoner of war. Meanwhile, 
Rita competes in the Miss Special Delivery contest. 
Mystery drama, starring Eric Mabius, Kristin Booth 
and Crystal Lowe. (2015) 

WEDNESDAY 

Wall Street: Money Never Sleeps, Channel 4, 
1.35am 

Ruthless stockbroker Gordon Gekko is released 
from prison after eight years, reinventing himself 
as an author and lecturer warning against the 
dangers of the financial system. Gekko helps a young 
banker get revenge on the company that drove his 
mentor to suicide, but as always, has a crooked 
agenda of his own. Oliver Stone’s sequel to his 1980s 
drama, with Michael Douglas, Shia LaBeouf and 
Carey Mulligan. (2010) 



Anchorman: The Legend of Ron Burgundy, 
_ Friday, BBC1,11.35pm 


THURSDAY 

Columbo: Fade in to Murder, ITV, 11.10pm 

An actor who plays a detective on a soap opera is 
being blackmailed by his ex-lover, who is also his 
producer. Convinced that playing a sleuth makes him 
clever enough to get away with murder, he kills her 
and frames her husband - but has reckoned without 
the intervention of the crumpled cop. Crime drama, 
with Peter Falk, William Shatner, Lola Albright, Alan 
Manson and Walter Koenig. (1976) 

FRIDAY 

Anchorman: The Legend of Ron Burgundy, BBC1, 
11.35pm 

The chauvinistic host of a top-rated American news 
programme in 1970s San Diego fights for his status 
and job security when both are threatened by the 
arrival of an ambitious female reporter, whose 
determination to become a newsreader leads to 
a bitter battle of the sexes. Comedy, starring Will 
Ferrell, Christina Applegate, Fred Willard, Steve Carell, 
Paul Rudd, David Koechner, Vince Vaughn and Ben 


A new set of youngsters 
put themselves to the test 


T hree of TV’s hardest quiz 
shows - Only Connect, 
University Challenge and 
Mastermind - all return to BBC Two 
this week, ready to challenge 
viewers’ intellects and make some of 
us feel a little bit dim. (Although at 
least with Mastermind we can 
reassure ourselves that it’s nearly 
impossible to do well on someone 
else’s specialist subject). 

However, the show most likely to 
leave viewers feeling somewhat 
inadequate is arguably Child Genius, 
which is back for a fourth series on 
Channel 4. 

For newcomers, the programme 
follows some of the country’s 
cleverest eight to 12-year-olds as 
they battle it out to be crowned 
Britain’s brightest child in the now 
annual competition, which is 
organised in association with British 
Mensa. 

It’s not just about the questions. 
The series also follows the kids and 
their families, offering an insight into 
what it’s like to be a gifted youngster 
and the different ways their parents 
have of dealing with the challenges 


involved. It also gives viewers an 
opportunity to weigh up the age-old 
nature versus nurture debate, as 
they ask themselves whether the 
kids were just born bright, or if their 
intellectual ability is at least partly 
down to parental encouragement. 

However, what we do see of the 
competition can be tough, and in this 
first episode, the contestants will be 
facing the very demanding maths 
and memory rounds. 

So perhaps it’s reassuring that this 
year the questions will be asked by 
someone with a track record for 
putting nervous contestants at ease 
- Pointless co-host Richard Osman. 
Although sadly on this show, no one 
can simply answer ‘Central African 
Republic’ and hope for the best. 

Osman is certainly a fan of the 
programme, saying: “I jumped at the 
chance to get involved with Child 
Genius. The previous series have 
been so warm and charming, and 
such a celebration of bright and 
funny kids. 

“I know I would have taken part in 
the show if it had been around when 


I was young. I would have lost very 
badly though.” 

Hopefully, this year’s class of Child 
Geniuses are feeling more confident. 
The chances are that 12-year-old 
Mog is up for the challenge, as he 
put himself forward in the hopes of 
proving that you don’t need a pushy 
parent behind you to win. 

Some of the families featured are 
taking a slightly more hands-on 
approach though, including Simon 
from Essex, who has spent the past 
three years preparing his 11-year-old 
son Christopher for the show. Their 
training has included analysing every 
previous episode to find potential 
winning strategies. 

Meanwhile, Hayley should also be 
well prepared - her eldest child 
Curtis took part two years ago, and 
now she’s back with her 11-year-old 
daughter Sophia. 

And we also get to meet Max, 
whose mum Fanny is hoping that the 
process will encourage him to 
embrace his intellect. But given that 
the youngster has ADHD, how will he 
respond to the competition? 



Richard Osman features, Child Genius, Tuesday, Channel 4, 8pm 

BEST OF THE REST 


MONDAY 
Only Connect 
BBC2, 8.30pm 

New series. Victoria Coren Mitchell returns with the 
quiz show as another batch of teams of three use 
patience, lateral thinking and sheer inspiration to 
make connections between four things that may 
appear at first not to be linked, hoping to succeed 
reigning champions the String Section. In the 
opening edition of the 12th series, London 
Underground enthusiasts the Tubers take on 
Shakespeare lovers the Bardophiles, with one set 
of clues consisting of Brownies, Michael Fagan, 
Freddie Krueger and Milk Tray Man. 

Exodus: Our Journey to Europe 
BBC2, 9pm 

We’ve all seen the upsetting footage of people 
desperately trying to make the hazardous journey 
from their war-torn homelands to the relative safety of 
Europe as they attempt to escape danger and 
persecution. As distressing as this footage is, brief 
glimpses during news reports don’t really paint a true 
picture of the horrors these reluctant travellers have 
faced, and that’s where this documentary comes in. It 
charts the efforts of those involved via cameraphones 
handed to migrants during their journeys, which 
allowed them to capture the most perilous moments 


they faced. The result is a unique and extremely 
personal insight into the reality of being forced to flee 
your home and fearing for your life and those of your 
loved ones while facing an uncertain future. 

TUESDAY 
Love Your Garden 
ITV, 8pm 

Alan Titchmarsh and his team visit Canterbury to 
help Gurkha Hari Budha Magar, who lost the 
use of both his legs in Afghanistan in an I ED 
incident. Though Hari thinks nothing of going 
out of his way to help others, most recently 
helping pensioners whose homes were hit by 
the floods in Cumbria, his own garden is a 
challenge he has to yet to overcome. So the 
team transform his overlooked plot into a 
colourful private sanctuary that nods to 
his Nepalese homeland, and there is a 
surprise appearance by Joanna Lumley. 


WEDNESDAY 
Long Lost Family 
ITV, 9pm 

New series. Two adopted people 
born on opposite sides of the world 
search for their birth mothers in 
Singapore, and the team makes 


a discovery that nobody could have predicted. 
Meanwhile, 29-year-old paediatric nurse Anna 
London-Truckle is desperate to reconnect with her 
birth mother, who made the ultimate sacrifice to 
give her daughter a better chance at life. Anna was 
adopted by a British couple at the age of two, but 
with no memories of her beginnings, she 
v feels disconnected from her 
roots in Riobamba, Ecuador. 

THURSDAY 
Golf: The Open 
Championship 
BBC2, 8pm 

Hazel Irvine presents the best 
action from the opening day 
of the 145th staging of 
the Major, which is 
being held at Royal 
Troon in South Ayrshire. 
Eight Open 
Championships have 
been held at Troon, but 
it’s been 12 years since 
Todd Hamilton shocked 
the golfing world with his 
win at the 2004 
tournament. The 




Long Lost Family, Wednesday, ITV, 9pm 


iconic eighth hole, ‘the Postage Stamp’ is one of the 
shortest par threes in professional golf and will 
attract plenty of attention. However, at more than 
7,200 yards there’s enough length to test the world’s 
best players. American Zach Johnson entered as 
the reigning champion, after he won the Claret Jug 
12 months ago following a three-man play-off 
against Marc Leishman and Louis Oosthuizen 
at St Andrews. But the British challenge should be 
strong this year, particularly after Danny Willett 
joined the major winners’ club with a cool-headed 
Masters win. 

FRIDAY 

BBC Proms 2016 
BBC2,7.30pm 

New series. Part one. From London’s Royal Albert 
Hall, Katie Derham introduces the first night of the 
annual music festival. Proceedings begin with 
Tchaikovsky’s Fantasy Overture to Romeo and 
Juliet, the first in a series of musical works during 
the season marking 400 years since the death of 
Shakespeare. Argentine cellist Sol Gabetta then 
makes her Proms debut in Elgar’s haunting Cello 
Concerto, the first of 10 concertos for the 
instrument to be performed over the next few 
weeks. Sakari Oramo conducts the BBC Symphony 
Orchestra. Coverage continues on BBC Four. 


Star^fravel 
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Australia 

Various dates in 2017 

Price includes: 

y Return flights plus internal flights in Australia 

/ 18 nights bed and breakfast accommodation 
plus three meals 

y City sightseeing in Melbourne, Adelaide, 

Alice Springs and Sydney 

/ See Uluru (Ayers Rock) at sunset and sunrise 
and experience a guided walk at its base 

/ Visit to the Barossa Valley including a 
winery tour and tasting 

/ Trip to the Blue Mountains and Sydney 
harbour cruise 

y Full day catamaran cruise to the Great 
Barrier Reef 

/ Lunch on the Colonial Tramcar in Melbourne 
and a ride on the Puffing Billy steam train 

/ Trip on the Kuranda Railway and Skyrail 
in Cairns 

/ Drive along the Great Ocean Road 
/ Services of a tour manager 

/ Single rooms subject to availability 
(supplement applies) 

Organised by Riviera Travel (ABTAV4744, AT0L 3430). 
Prices are per person (unless otherwise stated).Please read 
brochures/web pages for full description plus terms and^ 
conditions. Dates subject to availability. 

Please note Star Reader Travel are unable 
to take bookings. 




Explore Australia’s larger-than-life natural and manmade wonders, from 
the sun baked Outback, lush rainforests and the Great Barrier Reef, to 
some of the world’s most vibrant and exciting cities. 

The adventure begins in the cosmopolitan city of Melbourne with a sightseeing 
tour. Then heading out into the Dandenong Ranges that overlook Melbourne, 
take a ride through the lush mountainside from Belgrave to Emerald Lakeside on 
the historic ‘Puffing Billy’ steam train. 

In Adelaide, a city sightseeing tour is included along with a visit to one of the 
most renowned wine regions in Australia, the Barossa Valley, for the chance to 
sample the produce. 

Drive around The Alice’ in Alice Springs stopping at Anzac Hill for panoramic 
views of the town and surrounding area and explore the MacDonnell Ranges 
stopping at Simpsons Gap, home to an important aboriginal site. Dinner is 
included at the Earth Sanctuary for a mouth-watering bush barbecue. 

Admire the sun setting below Uluru on the distant horizon and the following day 
experience the first rays as it rises, before taking a guided ‘Mala’ walk around a 
section of the base. 

Join the Kuranda Scenic Railway in Cairns for an amazing ride through dense 
tropical rainforests returning to the coast via the Skyrail Rainforest Cableway. 

Head out to the Great Barrier Reef on a catamaran, with the opportunity to 
snorkel amongst the colourful parrot fish, corals and giant clams. 

The final part of this amazing holiday is in Sydney. Enjoy a cruise around the 
beautiful harbour, see spectacular sights such as the Opera House and Harbour 
Bridge, and take a stroll on the famous Bondi Beach. 


Hand picked holidays with you in mind 


New Zealand 

Various dates in 2016/17 

Price includes: 

/ Return flights with Singapore Airlines 

/ Two days stopover in Singapore en route 

/ 18 nights bed and breakfast accommodation 
including a stay on a farm 

/ Two evening meals and two packed lunches 

/ Sightseeing city tours in Singapore, Auckland, 
Wellington and Christchurch 

/ Napier guided walk 

/ Guided visits to Waitangi Treaty Grounds, Te Puia 
geothermal area and Tamaki Maori village 

/ Wine tasting in Marlborough 

/ Abel Tasman coastal cruise, Milford Sound cruise 
and Bay of Islands cruise, 

/ TranzAlpine train ride and a scenic helicopter 
flight around Franz Josef Glacier 

/ Visit to Arrowtown and Mt Cook 

/ Services of a tour manager 

/ Single rooms subject to availability 
(supplement applies) 


Organised by Riviera Travel (ABTA V4744, AT0L 3430). 
Prices are per person (unless otherwise stated).Please read 
brochures/web pages for full description plus terms and^ 
conditions. Dates subject to availability. 

Please note Star Reader Travel are unable 
to take bookings. 


For more information or for brochures 
contact the Express & Star Promotions Team 

01902 319999 
Mon to Fri, 9am to 5pm 
www.starreadertravel.com 




With a two-day stop over and guided tour in Singapore, plus visits to 
some of the most beautiful parts of New Zealand, this breathtaking 
touring adventure will most certainly be a holiday of a lifetime. 

On the north island sits the city of Auckland where a sightseeing tour of the 
‘City of Sails’ includes views from Bastion Point, Parnell Village and the vibrant 
Viaduct Harbour area. Further north, in the popular region of the Bay of Islands, 
a fascinating boat cruise gives sightseers the chance to spot the many wild 
dolphins (conditions permitting) before heading towards the famous Hole in the 
Rock to reach Urupukapuka Island. 

Rotorua is a fantastic geothermal activity area, with spectacular geysers, and 
renowned for its Maori cultural activities. In nearby Tamaki Maori Village, visitors 
are able to enjoy ceremonial rituals, before enjoying a traditional Hangi buffet. 

Before moving onto South Island, time is spent in the capital city of Wellington, 
with the opportunity to explore its vibrant waterfront and beautiful gardens. 

A catarmaran cruise along the shoreline of Abel Tasman National Park enables 
views of Split Apple Rock, a fur seal colony, whilst in Christchurch, almost 
destroyed by an earthquake in 2011 and has a rebuilding programme in full 
swing, see the Restart Mall and the controversial cardboard cathedral. 

Crossing the southern alps aboard the TranzAlpine train to Arthurs Pass must 
rate as one of the world’s greatest train journeys, with another highlight being a 
20-minute helicopter flight giving breathtaking views of a glacial alpine. 

In Queenstown enjoy some free time, whilst at Cleddau Valley take a boat trip 
on one of the most scenic fjords in the country — Milford Sound. 

To end this holiday of a lifetime is a visit to Mount Cook, New Zealand’s highest 
mountain. 
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PUZZLES 


29 


BRAIN GYM 


No.385 


Double Crossword 


Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both 
fit the same grid. 


Codeword 


Each number in the grid represents a different letter of the 
alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use the 
given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you off. 



LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION: 


s 

2 

Q 

N 

H 

5 

0 

A 

7 

G 

8 

P 

C 

10 

X 


12 

D 

13 

B 

14 

V 

15 

u 

16 

K 

17 

J 

18 

Y 

19 

z 

20 

F 

21 

R 

22 

T 

23 

M 

24 

E 

25 

1 

26 

w 


Cryptic Clues: 

Across 

1. Yet an organ won’t 
go without it! (4) 

8. Honest, as the 
chairman of the 
directors should be 
(5,5) 

9. A father, for 
example, in better 
surroundings (8) 

10. Travel permit for six 
to S. Africa, initially 
(4) 

12. Quake in the 

centre, more or less 

( 6 ) 

14. Manage to show 
the way (6) 

15. This system worked 11 ■ tt’ s used on watch 
in medieval times 


Down 

2. Do as you’re told 
and become a priest 
(4,6) 

3. The head cook may 
make it (4) 

4. Toiler disposed to 
belie his nature (6) 

5. Dreaded being 
deafer, perhaps (6) 

6. Study poetry, so to 
speak (8) 

7. Not quite perfect 
thought (4) 



Sudoku 
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( 6 ) 

17. Yet they may be 
men on board! (6) 

18. It’s a wine that’s 
coming back (4) 

19. Light wit, perhaps, 
but slightly 
illuminating (8) 

21. Side line for the 
artist? (10) 

22. Forced to be a 
servant, we hear 
(4) 


(6-4) 

13. An every-day 
conclusion (8) 

16. Admit - or just the 
opposite! (3,3) 

17. Leaves about fifty 
counterpanes (6) 

18. It’s found in tribal 
songs, too (4) 

20. A particular piece of 
white marble (4) 


Quick Clues: 

Across 

1. Way (4) 

8. Bizarre (10) 

9. Estrange (8) 

10. Dry (4) 

12. Unfruitful (6) 

14. Furrow (6) 

15. Disappear (6) 

17. To here (6) 

18. Inform (4) 

19. Sleep-producing (8) 

21. Agree (10) 

22. Pace (4) 


Down 

2. Merge (10) 

3. Stockings (4) 

4. Filter (6) 

5. Obvious (6) 

6. Lying near (8) 

7. Cast off (4) 

11. Unbelievable (10) 

13. Banter (8) 

16. Upright (6) 

17. Tear (6) 

18. Change of course (4) 
20. Probability (4) 



LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS: 
CRYPTIC - Across: 7 Aware; 8 Cahoots; 9 Tripoli; 
10 Ruler; 12 Rhinoceros; 15 Perversity; 18 Re¬ 
pel; 19 Pro rata; 21 Press on; 22 Logic. Down: 1 
Waste paper; 2 Tacit; 3 Memo; 4 Action; 5 Short 
cut; 6 Rollers; 11 Resistance; 13 Heedless; 14 
Prophet; 16 Supine; 17 Range; 20 Oils. QUICK 
- Across: 7 Overt; 8 Elector; 9 Precede; 10 Agile; 
12 Settlement; 15 Exasperate; 18 Tango; 19 
Curator; 21 Austere; 22 Picks. Down: 1 Compla¬ 
cent; 2 Deter; 3 Stye; 4 Recent; 5 Decadent; 6 
Strikes; 11 Enterprise; 13 Employed; 14 Earnest; 
16 Racket; 17 Stick; 20 Rapt. 


Niner 


Which group of minerals form the chief 
constituents of igneous rock? 

Which heartthrob went from EastEnders 
to a starring role in Heartbeat? 

Of what name has Britain had two kings 
and France ten? 

In which country were the first 
Commonwealth Games held in 1930? 

In which country was the Cultural 
Revolution of 1966-76? 


6. In which game may a player use the 
words j’adoube? 

7. In the 1990s, which Republic of Ireland 
footballer joined Liverpool as the 
country’s most expensive defender? 

8. With what is philology concerned? 

9. Who wrote the opera Castor et Pollux in 
1737? 

10. In which sport are Doggett’s Coat and 
Badge awarded? 


Last week’s solutions: 

Quiz: 1 John Paul Getty II; 2 Halibut; 

3 Spain; 4 Nigel Hawthorne; 5 Dublin; 

6 Carlos The Jackal; 7 Salicylic acid; 8 K2; 
9 Colin Maclnnes; 10 Erik ‘The Red’. 
Niner: REPUBLICS 


Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve 
the clues and insert the letters in the appropriate squares to 
discover a word which uses all nine letters. 


528 gives a sign of the Zodiac, 

32946 gives a planet, 

81789 gives a constellation. 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
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Thinking space 


There is one small job that you h 
been meaning to do for years 

Make Your Wil 

Cl, £85.00 (no VAT to pa ym 

Per person for couples, Mirror Wills. I 

Single Wills £90.00 (no VAT to j#) 

A home visit at a convenient time 

For information and appointmermcall ^ 

0845 678 7010 

Mobile: 07771 992717 

Wills, Trusts, Lasting Powers of Attorney, Will 
Storage, Estate Planning and Guardiajjshi&Trusts 


Members of the Socii 



Goodwills 






THE F0RST STOP FOR AIL Y00R 
FENCING REQ0ITEMENTS! 

mm ummsi 

Sf Vt v’ BHjfrcnm 

Pries Start from £70 per Bay j i i i m i lira 11 . 1 j 

including: Heavy Duty Fence Panel, ™ Li iLLULidJlLlliJ 
Concrete Post, Gravel Board & Fitting 
We will beat any written quotation 




firsifencemidlands 


©firsifencemidlands 


sane 

gqgg 



FORCES SUPPORT 

natouivMOtii Mulb 


Please phone 0121 5250973 


Your donations will be used to support bereaved military 
families with hands on practical support projects 
throughout the UK 

Free collection 

Charity number: 1157531 



UNBEATABLE 

PRICES! 

M J 1 \ i 

3&4* HOTELS 

ALLOCATION ON ARRIVAL 
ON THE COSTA BRAVA 

MON & FRI DEPARTURES 
JULY 15 TH & 18 th 

10 DAYS 7 NIGHTS 

| (OTHER DURATIoI^^AI^£LE)| 

ALL INCLUSIVE 

1289 

PER ADULT 

HOTELS ARE NEAR THE BEACH! 1 

WITH SWIMMING POOLS, NEAR THE 
SHOPS, BARS & NIGHTLIFE | 


jnur dmixj ot Him 11 hi l | _ ■ 

PICK UP points nationwide CHILD PLACES FROM £179 


ALL 

HOTELS 
HAVE 
POOLS 
AHE NEAR 
THE BEACH, 
SHOPS, 
AND 
BARS 



s TEL: 01443 844222 Ej E CT 

-firrIscoachhiIiiifs.co.uk 



RDAY.16.TH JULY: 

/bit 


EXPRESS 


•wmF' 

ickets £7,00 aJVSlO.OO on tke door 
)eal <£20o95 to include \4rnie Cmsme Bn: 


“Bring your 
own booze 
Thursday 
and Friday*” 


*Terms and 
conditions apply 


Only one discount offer can be used in any transaction. Subject to availability and under management discretion. 


Box Office 01384 453101 


171 


ENUE ... 

CUISINE f B 


173 High Street, Dudley DY1 1QD 
Tel: 01384 453104 

Email: enquiries@t-venue.co.uk 
www.t-venue.co.uk 
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eating out 



The former pub is now the popular Royal Oak Indian Restaurant 


Spacious - inside the Royal Oak Indian Restaurant 


Plenty of choice in seating, with family and more private areas 



The well-stocked bar has a varied selection 


it's a right Royal treat at the 
Oak where zack aims to reign 


I DIDN’T come here to be insult¬ 
ed, I thought, as the waiter beck¬ 
oned me with a ‘Mongoose, sir!” 
So where would I usually go, you 
may ask? 

I jest of course. That was my drink 
of choice at the Royal Oak, in Rushall, 
a former pub which has a new lease of 
life as an Indian restaurant. 

Zahirul Islam pulls the strings in the 
tight-knit family-run operation, which also 
features two of his brothers and a cousin. 
He jokes that he is known as Zack to cus¬ 
tomers, friends and even his close family, 
simply because people struggled to spell, or 
even pronounce his name. 

And that in itself gives an indication of 
the staffs attitude. They are a jocular crew, 
so it’s easy to strike up a rapport with them. 

We visited during Holy month, so while 


Mark Shipp tucks in 


the staff were on a fast, the delivery of our 
food was speedy. Usually the chef would 
test the ingredients before serving up, but, 
being Ramadan, could not. Instead, he had 
to use all his expertise to know exactly the 
right blend for our meals. It worked a treat. 

For the record, I tried the machli tikka, 
pink salmon, served with coconut rice. The 
other half took her choice from the signa¬ 
ture dishes and opted for the Manchurian 
chicken - which sounds like something 
Noel Gallagher would choose - served with 
mushroom rice. 

Other exotic-sounding options from the 
same range include lamb pelli pelli, mus¬ 
tard fish and jinga delight, but there’s an 
extensive menu, from a Royal mixed grill in 
the grilled section, to the more traditional 
choices or biryani dishes. Vegetarians are 


catered for with the likes of paneer birbali, 
while omelette and chips and tarragon 
chicken feature among the English dishes. 

The Royal Oak serves up a wider range 
of drinks than one would usually find at a 
licensed Indian restaurant, hence my choice 
of Mongoose. Both agreed our meals were 
delicious, and I was served a trout as an 
extra. Something fishy there, methinks. 

Essence 

But that was not our only treat. Desserts 
followed, by which time our hosts could end 
their fast, so they offered us a serving of the 
platter they were to enjoy. It was too much, 
especially after pudding, but it needed no 
second invitation as they kindly packed it 
up so we could enjoy it the next day. 

Zack has tried to keep the essence of the 
building since taking on the former pub 
just six months ago. It had been a popular 


establishment in its day and he was keen 
to bring it back into use.It’s welcoming and 
adequately decorated and ambiently lit. 

It has a separate room where customers 
can go just for a drink, or wait for a table in 
the restaurant itself. The main dining areas 
cater for up to 100 diners with an empha¬ 
sis on families, though bigger parties and 
corporate events can be accommodated, too. 

Our own position was in a prime location, 
in the far corner, looking out on adjacent 
field, watching people tend the horses or 
take them off for rides. Zack himself has 
taken the reins in his own field - and looks 
to be on to a winner. 

The Royal Oak, Daw End, Rushall, is 
open on Sunday to Thursday from 5.30 to 
11.30pm and on Friday and Saturday until 
12.30am. Zack is even looking at introduc¬ 
ing Sunday lunchtime dining and a Wednes¬ 
day banquet evening. Call 01922 614947. 



London is the natural home of theatre and the musical is king in the capital’s world-famous West End. British musicals that prove a runaway 
success here, often go on to triumph on Broadway and around the globe. The winning combination of engaging writing, captivating stage design 
and commanding performance has enabled London theatres to achieve box office smashes time and time again. 

Omega Holidays offer a superb portfolio of theatre breaks, managing the whole show package which includes travel, either by coach or rail, 
four-star accommodation and various price bands for each show. Make your own way breaks are also available to book. 


London 

Theatre 

Breaks 

Price includes: 

/ Return coach or rail travel 
/ One/two nights bed and breakfast accommodation 
/ Evening meal (with selected packages) 

/ Theatre ticket 


Rail inclusive breaks - Two days 

Saturday Night Theatre from £169. 95 

Catch the Theatre Express and enjoy a super two-day 
weekend break in the capital. 

There’s a selection of London hotels to choose from 
(supplements may apply) and rail travel is standard 
class with the option to upgrade. Departs Saturday 
from Birmingham New Street, Shrewsbury, Stafford or 
Wolverhampton, returning on the Sunday. 

The ticket is for a Saturday evening performance. 


Rail inclusive breaks - Three days 

Theatre Showstopper from £239. 95 

This popular theatre package to the West End departs 
from Birmingham New Street, Shrewsbury, Stafford or 
Wolverhampton on the Friday returning on Sunday. 

Standard class travel is included with the option to 
upgrade, plus two nights stay at a four-star London 
hotel (supplements may apply). 

Includes a top priced ticket for a Friday evening 
performance. 


Coach inclusive breaks - Two days 

Saturday Night from £149. 95 

Theatre Weekend with Dinner from £159. 95 

For the Theatre Weekend with Dinner option, see the 
matinee performance before heading to the hotel for 
an evening meal. The Saturday Night option includes 
a ticket for the evening performance (meal not 
included). 

Both breaks include a standard priced theatre ticket 
and the option to upgrade plus an overnight stay in a 
four-star outer London hotel. 


/ Free time in London 
/ Services of a tour driver 
/ Single rooms subject to availability 
(supplement applies) 

Prices are per person (unless otherwise stated). Please 
read brochures/web pages for full description plus terms 
and conditions. Please note Star Reader Travel are unable 
to take bookings. Dates subject to availability. Coach pick 
up points offered: Dudley, Shrewsbury, Telford, Walsall and 
Wolverhampton. 

*77?e “fmm ” price and price bands vary for each show 
—see brochure/web page for details. 






DAYS: 2 OR 3 DEPARTS: VARIOUS DATES 


Organised by Omega Holidays (ABTA V4782) 
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PROPERTY 


YOUR WEEKLY 
GUIDE TO HOME 
BUYING AND 
LETTING 


Stunning family 
home close to 
delightful walks 

Surrounded by beautiful open countryside, 
Swindon Cottage, High Street, Swindon, is a 
stunning substantial period detached family home 
close to delightful canal side walks. 

Having incredibly deceptive accommodation, it is 
for sale through Taylors at £340,000. 

The very spacious layout includes a beautifully re¬ 
fitted luxury breakfast/kitchen through conservatory, 
two large separate reception rooms, four excellent 
bedrooms, including the master with an impressive 
en-suite bathroom. 

The property is set back beyond the broad front 
driveway leading to the large garage and to the rear 
a private and attractively landscaped cottage style 
garden is to be enjoyed. With gas central heating and 
double glazing it has a 20ft long reception hall with a 
light-wood style floor and a door to the garage and a 
door to the conservatory. 

The luxury re-fitted kitchen/through conservatory is 
beautifully fitted with a superb range of pastel ‘sage 
green’ kitchen furniture. It includes a Belfast-style sink 
with period style mixer tap with solid wood butchers 
block work tops either side with cupboard/storage 
space and drawers below, an integrated double oven, 
integrated microwave, wall units, a tall larder style unit 
with integrated carousel storage and adjacent recess 
for fridge/freezer with wine rank above. 

The peninsular unit opposite includes twin 
touch control electric hobs integrated into the 
‘Corian’ work surface with large ‘pan’ drawers and 
cupboard/storage space below plus a stainless steel 
illuminating cooker hood above and breakfast bar. 
Within the conservatory area of the kitchen is space 
for breakfast table/chairs. French doors open to the 
rear garden and there is an ‘old school’ style radiator, 
contemporary style radiator, a further tall larder unit 
and tiled floor. 

The utility/laundry room has complementary units/ 
work surfaces and an integrated washing machine 
and dishwasher. 

There is also a guest WC, a formal dining room with 
oak flooring and a log burner, a large front sitting 
room with a log burner style fire and oak flooring. 


SWINDON, DUDLEY £340,000 




They're sold 

Turn to your local estate agent to sell your property and you will be SOLD ON: 

• Professional accredited local agent service 

• Free valuation 

• Local area knowledge 

• Adverts in local newspapers, online and office window display 

• Registered house hunters 

• Solid marketing advice to help you sell fast 





If you are thinking of selling, look no further than the estate agents in these pages for the best local advice available. 


Publishers of Express & Star and Shropshire Star 


MNA Media 


Dudley Chronicle Thursday, July 7, 2016 
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Taylors 


oroperty professionals 


KinKsmnford 
01384 401777 


Bnertcy Hill 
01384 265265 


Sedglcy 

01902 880888 


Stourbridge s < Halesowen 



LOWER G0RNAL, The Straits, Shakespeare Road 

Spacious, Freehold, gas centrally heated (combi boiler) & majority uPVC 
double glazed detached bungalow within reasonable walking distance of 
so many day -to-day amenities briefly comprising porch, central reception 
hall, cloaks, THREE BEDROOMS, bathroom, lounge, breakfast kitchen, 
pantry, store, through lobby. Brick garage (automated door), secluded rear 
garden. EPC.DSEDGLEY 


OLDBURY, Wentworth Drive 

This MOST APPEALING & RATHER CHARMING, DETACHED HOME has 
UPVC DOUBLE GLAZED LAYOUT which comprises: Porch, Hall, Guests 
W.C, Lounge with Dining Area, Kitchen, THREE BEDROOMS, Bathroom, 
Attractive Front & Rear Gardens, Driveway, Garage. EPC: 


LOWER G0RNAL, Sandstone Close 

SCANDANAVIAN STYLE. Gas centrally heated, double glazed detached 
family home constructed to first quality specification & in exemplary order. 
Designed to match adjacent property with minimal energy/running costs 
the accommodation includes; hall, cloakroom, lounge, 19ft'hub of the 
house'dining kitchen, garden room.Three bedrooms, bathroom, garden, 
GARAGE (rear), additional parking. EPC: C. SEDGLEY 


W0MB0URNE, Gardeners Way 

An IMPRESSIVE 2 BEDROOM SEMI DETACHED BUNGALOW which enjoys a 
superb open front outlook with an ESTABLISHED & PRIVATE REAR GARDEN, 
offering a BEAUTIFULLY PRESENTED and WELL APPOINTED layout with 
FRONT/SIDE DRIVEWAY. EPC D 


SEDGLEY, Queens Road 

An attractive SIGNIFICANTLY EXTENDED gas centrally heated UPVC double 
glazed semi detached of character with TREMENDOUS POTENTIAL within 
walking distance of Sedgley's Bull Ring/open fields/other amenities. 
Accommodation provides porch, reception hall, sitting room, extended 
lounge, extended kitchen, three bedrooms, bathroom, garage, lengthy 
sheltered rear garden. EPC Rating TBC. SEDGLEY. 


DUDLEY, Himley Road 

ENLARGED, modernised, gas centrally heated & uPVC double glazed semi 
detached comprising; entrance porch, reception hall, dining room with 
bay, 17'lounge, breakfast kitchen; three bedrooms, bathroom. Lengthy 
garden, panoramic views, and CAR PORT together with ADDITIONAL 
PARKING at rear. EPC:: D.SEDGLEY 



£169,950 



Offers in the Region Of £169,950 


Offers in the region of £164,950 



Lower Gornal, Straits, Milton Crescent 

A semi detached for improvement occupying a fine corner plot within 
walking distance of so many day-to-day amenities in well regarded 
district. Offering tremendous potential the accommodation includes hall, 
through living room (formally separate rooms), kitchen, verandah, three 
bedrooms, bathroom, garage, garden (in need of attention). EPC Rating 
TBC. SEDGLEY. 


SEDGLEY, Dormston Drive 

IS THIS THE CHEAPEST DETACHED IN SEDGLEY? Most conveniently situated 
in a "backwater" within walking distance of the Bull Ring; a Freehold, gas 
radiator centrally heated, and uPVC double glazed detached comprising; 
entrance hallway, cloaks, 24'5"through living/dining room, kitchen. Three 
bedrooms (all with fitted wardrobes), bathroom. Extensive block paving , 
secluded "low maintenance" rear garden. EPC Rating: D 


W00DSETT0N, Rosemary Crescent 

COMPREHENSIVELY MODERNISED TO AN EXCEPTIONALLY HIGH 
SPECIFICATION! Extended, gas centrally heated, double glazed semi 
detached with porch, hall, store, lounge, utility room, cloakroom, 
dining kitchen. Three bedrooms, bathroom. Potential offroad parking, 
landscaped rear garden. EPC: D. SEDGLEY 


Offers in the Region of £161,950 


Offers around £154,950 


Offers in the region of £150,000 


www.taylors-estateagenls.co.uk 
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Taylors 


the property professionals 


Kingstniitfortf Brierley Hill 

01384 401777 01384 265265 


Sedgley 

01902 880888 


StourfortdKe v • Halesowen 



SEDGLEY, Northway, Alder Coppice 

ENVIABLY SITUATED upon fine corner plot in favoured location; a magnificent, spacious, 
particularly stylish, gas centrally heated, uPVC double glazed detached family residence 
comprising; reception hall, reappointed fitted cloakroom, superb through living room (with 
multi fuel burner) & patio doors, study (alternative bedroom four), superb through refitted 
"hub of the house" dining kitchen with a fine range of integrated appliances, utility room, 
various stores. Three bedrooms, reappointed/re-tiled bathroom with a white suite. Double 
garage, delightful sheltered rear garden. EPGT.B.A. SEDGLEY 

Offers in the region of £315,000 



DUDLEY, Vauxhall Gardens 

Imposing freehold gas centrally heated either UPVC or aluminium double glazed detached 
built to a first class specification in the 1950's and conscientiously maintained over the years. 
Set in favoured 'tree-lined'cul-de-sac with magnificent panoramic views. Accommodation 
provides entrance porch, reception hall, store, 20ft through living/dining room with bay, 
kitchen, pantry, three bedrooms, reappointed 'wet room' (former bathroom), garage, 
delightful expertly tended gardens. EPC Rating TBC. SEDGLEY. 

Offers in the region of £220,000 



SEDGLEY, ‘Algar Grange’, Off Dudley Road 

SHOW HOME NOW OPEN FOR VIEWINGS BY APPOINTMENT. With construction now nearing 
completion for August and just 5 plots available for sale, an exciting new development of gas 
centrally heated, uPVC double glazed BUNGALOWS so conveniently situated for Sedgley's 
Bull Ring & all associated amenities. Three designs available with prices from £218,500 up to 
£279,000 -Further details with Agents Sedgley Office. SAP:T.B.A. 


PRICES FROM £218,500 



Kingswinford, Westcott Close 


An IMPRESSIVE & SUSTANTIAL DETACHED FAMILY HOME, with fantastic views, offering a GENEROUS, CONVENTIONAL, 
BEAUTIFULLY PRESENTED & WELL APPOINTED layout, including a Conservatory and Four Bedrooms with En suite 
Shower Room. With SOLAR PANELS, BROAD DRIVEWAY, DOUBLE GARAGE and a beautifully established rear garden. 
EPC D 



C0SELEY, Anvil Crescent 


An attractive gas centrally heated and UPVC double glazed 
THREE BEDROOM semi detached enviably situated upon 
corner plot overlooking open space and distant aspect beyond. 
Accommodation includes entrance hallway, fitted cloakroom, 
lounge, transverse 15'9" dining kitchen, under stair store. Three 
bedrooms, bathroom, well tended garden, ample parking. EPC: 
C.SEDGLEY. 



SEDGLEY, Gibbons Hill Road 

SPACIOUS, stylish, gas centrally heated, uPVC double glazed 
end "starter home" with lengthy garden abutting on to "The 
Beacon". Tremendously improved in recent years with porch, 
hall, lounge, dining room (double French doors out to garden), 
refitted kitchen, store, pantry, lobby, utility section, toilet. Three 
bedrooms, bathroom with white suite. Potential off road parking, 
superb gardens with brick store. EPC: C SEDGLEY 



W00DSETT0N, Park Close 


An attractive, Freehold, gas centrally heated & mostly uPVC 
double glazed semi detached at head of short convenient cul- 
de-sac briefly comprising; entrance porch, reception hall, lounge 
with bay, dining room, kitchen.Three bedrooms, tiled bathroom. 
Parking, and neat/secluded rear garden with substantial timber 
workroom. EPC: D.SEDGLEY 


£249,950 


Offers in the region of £145,000 


Offers in the region of £145,000 


Offers in the region of £139,500 



PENSNETT, High Street 

BOASTING A LARGE EXTENSION which creates SPACIOUS LIVING 
SPACE including an enhanced kitchen and lounge, This THREE 
BEDROOM, HOME is situated closely Russells Hall Hospital and 
also comprises: Dining Room, Bathroom, LARGE REAR Garden. 
EPC D 


BRIERLEY HILL, Terrace Street 

This DELIGHTFULLY DECORATED, END TERRACE HOME would 
make a lovely FIRST TIME BUY & is available for sale with NO 
UPWARD CHAIN. Encompassing: Hall, Stylish Lounge, Breakfast 
Kitchen,Three Bedrooms, Contemporary Bathroom, Pleasant 
Garden. EPC D 



PENSNETT, Church Street 


This MOST APPEALING, THREE BEDROOM, SEMI-DETACHED 
HOME comprises: Hall, Lounge, Separate Dining Room, Kitchen, 
Three First Floor Bedrooms, Modern White Suite Bathroom, 
Driveway, Garage & Pretty Garden. NO UPWARD CHAIN. EPC:E 



UPPER G0RNAL, Sunnybank Road 

SPACIOUS gas centrally heated UPVC double glazed semi 
detached WITH POTENTIAL in popular district. Having been 
conscientiously maintained over the years but now requiring 
some sympathetic updating the accommodation offering 
reception hall, store, through living room, dining room, kitchen, 
WC, further store. Three double bedrooms, bathroom, wide 
corner plot with sheltered rear garden. EPC Rating C. SEDGLEY. 



PENSNETT, Bryce Road 


Available with NO UPWARD CHAIN, This BEAUTIFULLY 
APPOINTED & EXPENSIVELY FURNISHED,TWO BEDROOM, 
SEMI-DETACHED HOME comprises: Spacious Lounge, STUNNING 
CONTEMPORARY KITCHEN with WOW FACTOR, Well Appointed 
Shower Room & Large Garden. EPC E 


gmim^fers jn the Region Of £134,950 


£129,950 


£119,950 


Offers in the Region of £115,000 


£109,950 



UPPER G0RNAL, Hill Street 


BRIERLEY HILL, John Street 

This RATHER LOVELY,TWO BEDROOM, SEMI DETACHED HOME 
should interest first time buyers, and comprises: Hall, Generous 
Sitting Room with Dining Area, Kitchen, Two Bedroom, Box 
Room, Large Bathroom and Enclosed Rear Garden. EPC: D 


NO UPWARD CHAIN - Fastidiously maintained, gas centrally 
heated (recent boiler) & double glazed traditional end terrace of 
character that has been'transformed'in recent years with GOOD 
DISTANT VIEWS from the rear comprising; Lounge, recently 
refitted breakfast kitchen, two bedrooms, reappointed bathroom 
with white suite, slabbed patio and ALLOCATED PARKING SPACE. 
EPC: E SEDGLEY 



PENSNETT, Chapel Street 


This RATHER CHARMING & BEAUTIFULLY FURNISHED, TWO 
BEDROOM, TERRACE PROPERTY comprises: Attractive Lounge 
with Feature Fireplace, Breakfast Kitchen,Two Generous First 
Floor Bedrooms, White Suite Bathroom & Very Pleasant Garden. 
EPC: E 



BRIERLEY HILL, South Street 


This RATHER DECEPTIVE,TWO BEDROOM, PERIOD STYLE, 
INTERMEDIATE TERRACE HOME comprises: Pleasant Lounge, 
Well Proportioned Kitchen, Two DOUBLE First Floor Bedrooms, 
Beautifully Re-Appointed White Suite Bathroom & Pleasant Rear 
Garden. EPC: D 



UPPER G0RNAL, Quarry Brow 


FOR IMPROVEMENT - a Freehold, uPVC single glazed end "starter 
home" requiring comprehensive modernisation set in popular/ 
convenient district. Accommodation includes; reception hall, 
living room, kitchen, pantry, bathroom, outer lobby, store, 
separate w.c. Three bedrooms. Potential offroad parking to front, 
sheltered rear garden. EPGT.B.A. SEDGLEY 


£109,950 


Offers in the Region of £107,500 


£104,950 


£89,950 


Offers in the region of £75,000 


www.taylors-estateagents.co.uk 


Follow us on: f 
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BIGWOOD 

Midlands’ Leading Auctioneers 


sdlbigwood.co.uk 
^0 aSDLBigwood 


ENTRIES INVITED FOR OUR NEXT AUCTION 




Self-contained 
annexe at 
this detached 
property 


SEDGLEY 

£350,000 


«< 


A unique, highly individual 
and spacious detached 
property in Wilton Close, 
Sedgley, comes with a self 
contained granny annexe. 

It is for sale through Taylors 
at £350,000. 

Built around 1998 on a 
corner plot with views, it has 
an entrance vestibule, 31ft 
reception hall, three stores, 
cloakroom/WC, an elegant 17ft 
lounge, dining room, breakfast 
kitchen, three bedrooms (one 
with a bathroom en-suite), 
shower room and a integral 
garage. 

The annexe has an entrance 
vestibule, living/dining room, 
a inner hallway, a kitchen, a 
double bedroom with a shower 
room en suite. 

The property has gas central 
heating and double glazing. 

Contact Taylors on 01902 
880888 or visit www.taylors- 
estateagents.co.uk 


Cottons 

CHARTERED SURVEYORS 


www. cottons.co.uk 


Forthcoming 
Auction 



Cottons 

CNARTIIIIO SUIVCYOII 


THURSDAY 14TH JULY 2016 

to be held at The Aston Villa Football Club 



Considering Buying at Auction? 

Call for your Catalogue 

Considering Selling by Auction? 

Call for your No Obligation Appraisal 


6 ORCHARD GROVE, DUDLEY 


169 BR00KSIDE LANE, STONE, 
STAFFORDSHIRE 


Auctioneers of Residential and Commercial Property, 
Land and Development Opportunities 


Tel: 0121 247 2233 or 
email auctions@cottons.co.uk 
www.cottons.co.uk 



53 HARROWBY PLACE, WILLENHALL 



73 JUNCTION ROAD, LYE, STOURBRIDGE 43 SMESTOW STREET, WOLVERHAMPTON 11 ADAMS CLOSE, SMETHWICK 


80 NEWBURY LANE, OLDBURY 179 WOLVERHAMPTON STREET, DUDLEY 
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Tough and hardworker with plenty of comfort 


By Ian Donaldson 


IN the world of cars everyone’s looking to 
smaller engines. Yes, you’ve guessed why; 
they use less fuel, or they ought to. 

In the world of light commercial vehicles Volkswa¬ 
gen has decided to do things differently. Its latest Am- 
arok pick-up, due here before the end of the year, has 
an engine half as big again as the unit in the truck you 
can buy today. 

Out go the current 2.0 litre, four cylinder diesels, with 140 
or 180 horsepower and in comes a 3.0 litre powerplant with 
six cylinders (borrowed from some Audis) and with enough 
performance to make it the GTI of truckland. 

And the reason for this surprising looking move to more 
cylinders and more ccs? 

Buyers of the first Amaroks were happy to pay more for 
what they saw as a premium product (which it was), but 
reckoned that should mean more power than was available 
from a mere 2.0 litres. 


Then, by the end of this year the old, smaller engine 
would need to be expensively upgraded anyway, to meet 
tougher new Euro 6 pollution limits. 

The official fuel consumption test all new vehicles have 
to take reckons the bigger-engined Amarok will manage 
37.2mpg and nip under 200g/km of tailpipe emissions (just, 
at 199g/km). That is actually a bit thirstier than before but a 
little less polluting. 

Those are figures for the beefiest of three engines that will 
eventually power this heavily revised four door load lugger. 

This 224 horsepower V6 TDI is coming first and takes the 
Amarok to 120mph and from zero to 62mph in a spritely 7.9 
seconds. 

Some time in 2017 the Hanover-built Amarok will be 
joined by engines with 163 and 204 horsepower and, pre¬ 
sumably, still better economy figures and a lower price tag 
- the precise sizes of which will not be revealed until nearer 
the launch date. Current prices start at £25,419 and expect 
a gentle uplift. 

VW thinks the new model will sell to the same sort of 
person, attracted by something that is both technically ad¬ 
vanced and tough with a solid helping of comfort thrown in. 


Minor changes to the outside include new bumpers and 
radiator grille and a new emphasis on horizontal lines that 
make an already wide machine look wider still. 

New alloy wheels and a third brake light with LED tech¬ 
nology will also help the anorak distinguish the newcomer 
from the older model. Oh, and new front mud flaps cut the 
aero drag. 

There are bigger changes inside, where an already car¬ 
like feel is reinforced by a new dashboard where we find 
a touchscreen, radio and navigation, along with standard 
Bluetooth and the option of CarNet and App Connect sys¬ 
tems. 

We Brits like our Amaroks pretty posh, so most will have 
auto gears and be in top trim level with the second most 
powerful engine. 

On the smooth roads around Munich, where the pick-up 
is being launched to the world’s motoring press, the most 
powerful model pulled like a train and made no more noise 
than a decently refined car, which it resembled to the tiniest 
detail inside. 

Its simple (or crude in modern car terms) solid rear axle 
and cart springs only betrayed their lack of sophistication on 


concrete sections, where they set up a noticeable bobbing 
motion. 

A trip read out of precisely 30mpg seemed respectable 
- a moderately challenging off road course proved that the 
Amarok will shrug off anything an owner is likely to throw at 
his dream machine - but the 7.4mpg recorded on the rough 
stuff might be incentive enough in itself not to risk a scratch. 


TESTED 

Volkswagen Amarok 3.0 TDI Highline 

Engine: 3.0 litre diesel engine, 221 bhp 
Warranty: Three years, 100,000 miles 
Economy: The Amarok can do 37.2mpg officially 
Insurance group: TBC 
Price: TBC 



Clever Honda Thinking, 
The CR-V is full of it. 

See what the CR-V can do at Brindley Honda. 


HONDA 

The Power of Dreams 


c** . 


Exclusive offer to Brindley Honda £5,000*deposit contribution 5 . 5.9% APR Representative. 5 Years' Servicing for £555** Price includes metallic paint. 


Model 

OTR 

Customer 

deposit 

Customer 
deposit % 

HUK 

contribution 

Brindley deposit 
contribution 

Amount of 
credit 

36 monthly 
payments 

Final payment 
inc option fee 

Total financial 
amount payable 

APR 

representative 

Interest rate 
fixed p/a 

Option to 
purchase fee 

Duration of 
agreement 

Contracted 

mileage 

Excess 

mileage +vat 

CR-V 1.6 i-DTEC SE Plus 
(Honda Connect) 2WD Man 

£26,610.00 

£4,000.00 

34% 

£3,000.00 

£2,000.00 

£17,610.00 

£249.83 

£11,190.83 

£29,194.71 

5.9% 

5.77% 

£10 

37 months 

10,000 miles 

4.58p/mile 


BRINDLEY HONDA Visit: www.brindley-honda.co.uk 


Walsall Road, Cannock WS11 0JP 
01543 406608 


Millennium Park, Swan Lane, West Bromwich B70 0NR 
0121 629 0989 


West Street, Stafford Road Wolverhampton WV10 6HT 
01902 690600 


Fuel consumption figures for the CR-V SE 1.6 i-DTEC 2WD Manual mpg (l/100km): Urban 61.4 (4.6), Extra Urban 67.3 (4.2), Combined 64.2 (4.4). CO 2 emissions: 115g/km. 

Fuel consumption figures sourced from official EU-regulated laboratory test results, are provided for comparison purposes and may not reflect real-life driving experience. Model Shown: CR-VSE 1.6 i-DTEC 2WD Manual in Lunar Silver Metallic at £26,610 On The Road (OTR). Terms and Conditions: New retail CR-V ordered from 01 July 
2016 to 31 July 2016 and registered by 31 July 2016. Subject to model and colour availability. Offers applicable at participating dealers and are at the promoter's absolute discretion. Not to be used along with any other offers currently available. ‘Honda Deposit contribution: £3,000 Honda deposit contribution on CR-V models purchased through Honda Aspirations, Brindley Honda deposit 
contribution £2000 (exclusive to Brindley Honda). Honda Aspirations (PCP): Minimum customer deposit 0%, maximum customer deposit 30%. You do not have to pay the Final Payment if you return the car at the end of the agreement and you have paid all other amounts due, the vehicle is in good condition and has been serviced in accordance with the Honda service book and the maximum 
annual mileage has not been exceeded. Indemnities may be required in certain circumstances. Finance is only available to persons aged 18 or over, subject to status. All fi gures are correct at time of publication but may be subject to change. Brindley Garages Ltd trading as Brindley Honda are credit brokers, not lenders. Credit provided by Honda Finance Europe Pic. Cain Road, Bracknell, 
Berkshire RG12 1HL. Honda Finance Europe pic is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority, Financial Services Register number 312541. “5 Years' Servicing includes: All scheduled servicing, as detailed in the vehicle's service book, will be covered for 5 years or 62,500 miles, whichever comes first. 5 Years' Servicing is optional. It is being offered for £555 including VAT 
(usual value £1,430 including VAT, resulting in a £875 saving for the customer) and is available to finance or non-finance customers. Please note, should you sell the vehicle during the period of cover, the package remains with the vehicle. Cars must be ordered and delivered by 31 July 2016. § Offer excludes Black Edition. 
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Halesowen Autos • jb 

Quality Used Cars At Great Prices 



5 09/09 Range Rover Sport 2.7TDV6 HSE 
Diesel 5dr Automatic, 73k, Silver, Gloss Black Alloys, 
Black Leather, Sat-Nav, CD,Air Con 

£15995 / POA Per Week 


10/10 Jaguar XF Luxury 3.0V6 Automatic 
Silver,Alloys, Cream Leather, Sat Nav, 

Air Con, CD, EAA^indows 

£13995 / POA 


08/08 AudiTT 2.0T FSI 

2dr Convertible, 52k, Red,Alloys, Black Leather, 

Heated Seats, CD, E/Roof, EA/Vindows, Parking Sensors 

£10995 / £58 Per Week 


08/57 AudiTT 2.0T FSI 2drSTronic 

Convertible Automatic, 55k, Red Metallic, Alloys, 
Grey Leather, CD, E/Roof, E/Windows 

£10995 / £58 Per Week 



07/57 Mercedes SLK200K 1.8 

2drTip Hard-top Convertible Automatic, 56k, Blue, 
Alloys, Cream Leather, Heated seats, CD, E/Roof 

£9695 / £48 Per Week 



09/09 Mazda MX-51.8 

[Option Pack] 2dr, 22k Miles, Silver,Alloys, 
Black Leather, Heated Seats, E/Roof 

£9495 / £50 Per Week 



09/09 Audi A4 2.0TDI Diesel 143 SE 

5dr MultitronicAuto Estate, 88k, Black, Alloys, 
Digital Air Con, CD, EA/Vindows 

£8995 / £49 Per Week 


09/59 Mercedes C250 Blue-Efficiency U GDI Diesel Elegance 

84k, Grey, Black Leather,Alloys, CD, 

EA/Vindows 

£8995 / £49 Per Week 


06/06 Jaguar S-Type 2.7d V6 Diesel SE 
4dr Automatic, ONLY 45k MILES, Silver, Alloys, 
Black Leather, Sat Nav, CD Player 

£6995 / £37 Per Week 



06/56 Toyota Rav-4 XT4 D-4D 2,2 Diesel 4WD 

5dr, 75k, Silver,Alloys,Air Con, CD, 

E/Windows, E/Sunroof 

£6495 / £33 Per Week 


08/08 Nissan QashqaiAcenta 1.6 2WD 

77k, Black, Alloys, Air-Con, CD, EA/Vindows, 

Park Sensors 

£6495 / £33 Per Week 


10/10 Skoda Fabia l.9TDi Sport 
60k, Mauve with White Roof, Alloys, 

Air Con, CD, EA/Vindows 

£5495 / £28 Per Week 


07/07 Volkswagen Touran 1.6 S 
5dr 7 SeaterMPV, 70k, Black,Alloys, 

Air Con, CD, Electric Windows 

£4995 / £24 Per Week 


^*13/13 Peugeot 107 1.0 Allure 

14k, Black, *ZERO ROAD TAX* Alloys, 

Air Con, CD with Aux, EA/Vindows 

£4995 / £24 Per Week 




09/58Vauxhall Corsa l.4i 16V Design 
5dr Automatic, 45k, Blue, Alloys, Air-Con, 
a CD, EA/Vindows 

V £4995 / £24 Per Week 


08/58 Citroen Berlingo Multispace l.6i I6 vVTR 

5dr MPV, 49k miles, Beige, E/Windows, CD, 

Sliding Side Doors 

£4995 / £24 Per Week 


09/59Vauxhall Corsa 1.2 SXi 

3dr, ONLY 35k miles, Silver, Alloys,Air-Con, CD, E / 
Windows 

£3995 / £21 Per Week 


08/58 Fiat Bravo 1.9 Multijet Diesel Dynamic 

5dr, 61 k, Blue, Alloys, CD, Air-Con, 

EA/Vindows 

£3495 / £18 Per Week 




Finance example: 2011 Ford Focus Sport, Cash Price £4995, Deposit £300, Amount of credit £4695, Fixed interest rate 6.25% Flat rate, 11.8% Apr, 60 monthly 
Payments of £110.53 (£25.50 per week) Total amount payable £4991.04 (Includes Document fee and Completion fee, Subject to status) 


1 CROSS STREET, HALESOWEN B63 4RT 

Tel: 0121 501 3840 

www.halesowenautos.co.uk 


FINANCE AVAILABLE • PART EXCHANGE 
WARRANTIES AVAILABLE • WE BUY CARS 


DRIVETIME 


Commercial feature 



Cars at outstanding prices 


If you’re on the lookout for a 
used car Halesowen Autos 
really does take a lot of beat¬ 
ing when it comes to value 
and quality. 

The team behind this highly 
successful and friendly business 
hasrecently purchased the Cross 
Street showroom demonstrating 
their confidence in the local used 
car market. 

Paul Wilkinson says: “Over the last 
six years of trading, our sales continue 
to rise largely through repeat business, 
and we have new customers arriving 
through word of mouth recommenda¬ 
tion all the time. 

“We’ve wanted to buy our site for 
quite some time and we’re now delight¬ 


ed to own the showroom from which 
we operate. 

“We are looking to expand our show¬ 
room space which will enable us to 
offer a larger selection of Prestige ve¬ 
hicles at affordable prices. We’re here 
to stay to provide our customers with 
cars to match all tastes, budgets and 
lifestyles.” 

Based half a mile from Halesowen 
town centre, Halesowen Autos offers 
an enticing choice of hand-picked 
quality used cars from a wide variety of 
manufacturers. 

The aim has always been to offer the 
lowest price but best quality used cars 
available locally. 

A comprehensive warranty comes 
with most vehicles and independent 
inspections are always welcome. With 
HPI vehicle history and VOSA checks 


having been performed, every car is 
prepared to a superb standard. 

Cars are chosen for their overall 
quality, and the team’s wealth of motor 
industry experience ensures that only 
the best cars are selected for stock. At 
Halesowen Autos, part exchange deals 
are welcome and competitive finance 
plans are available on most cars, sub¬ 
ject to status. 

The dealership is open on most days 
for viewing and test drives,* and you’ll 
never be under any obligation to pur¬ 
chase after taking a test drive*. 

Visit www.halesowenautos.co.uk to 
see the cars online. 

*Terms and conditions apply on test 
drives. 

• Halesowen Autos, 1 Cross Street, 
Halesowen, B63 4RT. Tel (0121) 501 
3840 


IffrORSHOW 


REVIEW YOUR NEW 

REFORE 

YOU TEST DRIVE! 

__ 
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Citygo real am m v . . 
pleaser for ^ " x 

the d river £4 ^ 

and pocket 



By John Griffiths 


Yorkshire has some fantastic scenery and, 
luckily for the motoring enthusiast, it’s criss¬ 
crossed by some pretty amazing, bendy 
roads. 

So, even when you’re driving what is clearly des¬ 
ignated a city car these open roads are actually the 
perfect place to put it through its paces. 

This was the latest, and easily the prettiest, version of the 
Skoda Citygo, and even though it is kitted out with the latest 
technology such as touchscreen and satnav, this actually 
seemed a bit of a drive down memory lane for me. 

It took me back more than 40 years to the quieter roads 
of rural Shropshire and the sheer delight of driving a classic 
Mini. 

Outright performance just isn’t an issue as you tackle 
bend after bend, revelling in the pin sharp steering, excel¬ 
lent agility and wheel at each cornerstability of the small but 
perfectly formed car. 

All good features around town, of course, where the ex¬ 
cellent all-round visibility (and lack of big overhangs to catch 
the unwary) makes it a breeze to manouvre and park. 

Citygo isn’t new, of course, and mechanically it’s virtually 
identical to its VW Group city slicker sibling, the Up! And 
the Seat Mii. 

But my ride for a couple of hours was a new special edi¬ 
tion, the Citygo Monte Carlo, named in honour of Skoda’s 
sporting heritage including its win n the famous rally in 1936, 
which first spawned the badge on the company’s Popular 
Sport Monte Carlo a year later. 

It was reintroduced in 2011 as a Fabia special edition, and 
now versions of the Yeti have gone the full Monte too. 

As for Citygo, it’s already proved it’s practicality and ap¬ 
peal to the heads of buyers with a City Car of the Year ti¬ 
tle. The Monte Carlo is an appeal to the heart, with extra, 
eye-catching red and black colour scheme (inside and out), 
sports styling, and extra equipment. 

As a means of attracting young buyers, it’s a shrewd one: 
for under £11,000 it’s affordable, economy is over 50mpg, 
you tax liability is low and, best of all, there’s an impressively 
low group two insurance rating. 

It comes with front and rear spoilers, a rear disfusser and 
lowered suspension which not only turn the standard Citygo 
into eye-candy, it also helps to give the Monte Carlo its ex¬ 
cellent handling characteristics. It also comes with 15-inch 
alloy wheel, fog lights, and sunset glass. 

Inside the red and black theme continues with a sports 
steering wheel with red sticthing, glass black dash inserts, 
special badging and bespoke, sports-style seats and a com¬ 
prehensive satnav, trip computer and infotainment system. 

These features come on top of the standard Citygo SE 
specification. A convenience pack -including cruise control 
and rear parking sensors - were options added to the test 
car to take the price up to £11,325. 

The Monte Carlo’s engine is the standard Citygo 60PS 
petrol version (a 75PS option is available in other versions) 
which is capable of averaging nearly 63mpg according to 
official tests, with a low C02 rating of 105g//km. 

The benchmark 0 to 62mph takes 14.4 seconds. The en¬ 
gine does make itself heard when you’re pressing hard to 
get up to motorway speed, or using the lower gears to set 
yourself up for corners. 

But it’s smooth and rather growly - not at all harsh and, in¬ 
deed, an essential part of the experience for the keen driver. 

The ride on some of those less than perfect Yokshire 
B-roads was surprisingly composed, particularly for a small 
car with sports suspension: full marks there to the engi¬ 
neers. 

The Monte Carlo will no doubt add youth appeal to the 
competent and cheap to run Citygo range: but from my ex¬ 
perience you don’t have to be young to appreciate. It still 
brought a big grin to my face! 
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ApplianceRepairs 


Double Glazing 


Gardening 


EMifliQ 

and all White Goods 

"Don't go and m 

buy a new one> 
get it repaired... 1 


14 Hagley Road, Halesowen 

01384 413590 
07981 398758 





Blinds4Less 

Choose From a fantastic range! 
-Pleated -Venetians 
-Romans -Curtains 
-Verticals -Awnings 
-Rollers -Shutters 
New range of Chainless Verticals 
and Night and Day Rollers 
Give us a try before you buy! 
Contact us on 
01384 886162 
and 07989 588728 

Blinds4lessdirect.com 


ELITE 

FENCING 

We supply and fit FREE QUOTE 


01384238645 

07486036866 


Driveways & Patios 


DISCOUNT 

DRIVEWAYS 

Block Paving and Tarmac 
Drives • Paths • Patios 
Slabbing • Red Tarmac 
Car Parks 

5 Yean Guarantee 
On All Work 

Free Quotations and Advice 

Tel: 01384 79900 • 07583 170190 
www.discountdriveways.co.uk 



* 


ACE PAVING SERVICES LTD f 


Tarmacing • Concrete Imprint • Block Paving and Patios 
Landscaping • Turfing • Fencing and Decking 
Power Washing • 5 year guarantee 
FREE estimate *15 years experience • Fully insured 

01384 847115 I 01217692193 I 07448031419 

Web:wwwacepavingservices.co.uk 
Email:acepavingservices@outlook.com 
Cradley Enterprise Centre, Maypole Fields, 
Halesowen B63 2QB 


Ttont Driveway* 4. 
Putio GgfttwHftla 

• LANDSCAPING 

• BLOCK PAVING M 

•TARMACADAM 

• DRAINAGE SYSTEMS 

• AGGREGATES AND CHIPPINGS 

• HIGH PRESSURE CLEANING 


FREE WRITTEN QUOTATION 

Tel:01384 466 950 
Mob: 07708 332 005 


Ch# ^52£sr 


www.trentlandscapes.co.uk 


Cressage Paving 


Specialists in: 

Block Paving,Tarmacing, 
Landscaping, Gravelling, 
Patios, Forecourts, 
Fencing and Driveways 
All Groundwork undertaken 


FREE WRITTEN QUOTATION 


Mini Digger & 

Driver available grT ^ 

Checka ade.comKBl 
01384 944032 
Mob: 07879 073702 

www.cressage-group.co.uk 


MISTY UNITS 
REPLACED 

Buy Direct from the manufacturer. Est. 1999 


e 

: 


energy efficient glazing 1 


Reduce heat loss by up to 75% 


Also upgrade your existing double glazed units 
to Pilkington Energikare, it will help to reduce the 
amount of heat lost through your windows by up 
to 75%, lock, handles, hinges. 


WITH A10 YEAR GUARANTEE 
AND FITTING SERVICE AVAILABLE 


Delph Glazed Units 

Unit 32 Delph Rd Ind Est (by the tank), Brierley Hill DY5 2UA 
Visit our new website 
r C www.delphglazedunits.co.uk 

BSEN1279 Telephone: 01384 573 074 


GRASS CUTTING 


FENCING 


JET WASHING 



m 


EREPSUOjTES 


BIG ORjTOO.SMALL 


IS QUALITY ELECTRICAL SERVICES LTD 


Fuseboard upgrades / complete rewires / security alarms and lighting 
/ fault finding and repairs / shower replacements and more 



Contact now: 

0121 531 6884 / 07753 393562 

www.jsqualityelectrical.co.uk 

j.selectricalservices@hotmail.co.uk 




CERTIFICATIONS CAN BE FOUND ON OUR WEBSITE 


Domestic 


Industrial 


Commercial 


Electrical 

Kingswinford Lirr 
Fault Finding & Condition Reports 
Rewires/Part Rewires 
Additional Sockets 
Shower Replacements 
Intruder Alarms 
Security Lights 
Storage Heaters 
Electric Cooker Repairs 
Visit our website for more services 

1 6 Years 


-I — 01384 278471 




!K LANDSCAPING 
|& GARDENING SERVICES| 

CALL DARREN: 07963 142 <736 


ROWAN TREE & GARDEN SERVICES LTD 


*Tree Surgeon Specialist *Stump Grinding/Root Removal 
Hedges Pruned/Shaped Mungles Cleared/Full Landscapes 
fencing *Turfing *Concreting *Driveways & Patios 
*Plus Much More Call Now For a No Obligation Quotation 

www.rowangroup.co.uk 

01384 213644 or 07733 226568 


AGE CONCERN & Local Authority Contractor, N.P.T.C. qualified, 
Public Liability Insurance (£5 million) All staff C.R.B. Certified 

PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP OF COMPANIES 


OAKHAM 

TREE SURGERY 


★ Professional, Fully Qualified Insured Tree Surgeon 

★ Tree Felling 

★ HedgeTrimming 0% m 

★ Pruning 

★ CrownReduction-Lifts gLj ■■VUf 1 

★ Reshaping 

★ Conifer Topping ^|] niB# 9 l 

FREE QUOTATIONS 

www.oakhamtreesurgery.co.uk 


CALL 01384 212265 
OR 07702 756197 



MB&electric 

All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 
Home rewiring from £800 

For a high quality mmm 

local service call: 1 . Ht 


mbelectric. co.ukM 


Cs/~eet | 


Alison Berrill Dip CFHP, MPS Pract 
Foot Health Practitioner 
Mobile: 07467 448263 
Email; alison.berrill@ijahoo.co.uk 


Sureplast 

Plastering 

Services 

Fora 

competitive quote 
Please ring Mark 

07795472622 


uataiffimiiaij 


SERVICES 


_ __ trimmed | 

• Crown reductions • Tree Felling 

( Turfing • Fencing • Hedge Trimming 
Jungles & gardens cleared 
F uMyJnsur ed • NPTC Qualified; 
Stump removals 


QStUaDQSa m Q?0a£e30SDSD3 


(M> 


mmmsmms 



Gardening & Landscaping Services 

Including: • Tree Lopping • Hedge Cutting 
• Lawn Mowing • Fencing & Slabbing 
• Low Maintenance Landscaping • Gardens Cleared 

FULLY INSURED • OAP DISCOUNTS 


www.ragardenservices.net 


CARDINAL 

LANDSCAPES 

West Midlands 

Specialists in Patios, 
Driveways, Paths, Fencing, 
Turfing, Decking and 
Landscaping 

Call now for a 
FREE QUOTE 
01902 562600 or 
07539 887144 


GreenlabPestControl 

Wasps Ants 
Fleas Bedbugs 
Flies Rats/mice 
Free quotations 
B.P.C.A. accredited 
CEPA Certified 


Eel: 01384 829115 

Freephone - 0900 953 0093 
Mobile: 07913 355290 

www.greenlabpestcontrol.co.uk 

Email: 

sales@greenlabpestcontrol.co.uk 


Loft Ladders 


The Left Ladder Dlan 


Loft Ladders 
fitted from ^ 

11IICU IIUIII inclusive 

New or enlarged hatches 
T & G Flooring, Lighting w b e e ™ lM 
Call Luke on any like 

07779 118807 or f °^ t k e e 
01384 833025 

Iukejs248@gmail.com 


t ft 

Ice 1 ' 

:/ ■ i 

II 


Need a plumber or 
jobs doing around the house? 


Give Ian a call j. 

/ fit Bathrooms, Kitchens, * 1 
Outside Taps, Flat Pack, etc. < 

No job too small! No call out charge 


FREE QUOTES 

Call Ian on 07813 506025 • (01902) 276740 


Property Maintenance 


★ Interior/Exterior Painting And Decorating 

★ All Aspects Of Plastering And Rendering 

★ Fascias, Soffits & Guttering ★ New Fibreglass Roofs 
★ Roof Repairs & Re-pointing ★ Pressure washing 
★ Plus Much More.... 

www.rowangroup.co.uk 

01384 213644 or 07733 226568 


PUBLIC LIABILITY INSURANCE (£5 MILLION) ALL STAFF C.R.B. CERTIFIED 

PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP OF COMPANIES 


aSBS & (HMD SHE 


All size skips and all areas covered 
Same day delivery faster than 
A phone call!!! 

Open 7 days a week 

07920 88 57 74 or 01384 24 09 56 



To advertise your business and reach more than 53,000 potential customers... 

D 

Call us on... 

01902 319641 M 

_ 

E-mail us at... 'M 

martin.cartwright@expressandstar.co.ukB 

I 

Post to... ^ 

Martin Cartwright, Dudley Chronicle, 51-53 1 

Queen St, Wolverhampton WV11ES 
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Local Specialists 


Plumbing & Heating 


24/7 

Emergency 
Call Out 


Solutions 


WORCESTER accredited installer 


NEW GASTEK HOME SAFE PLAN 

Affordable Breakdown Cover from just £9.99 per month 

Annual Boiler Service Boiler Repairs Heating Controls 
Hot & Cold Piping Gas Supply Ripe i * Electrics 
& Toilet & Taps Unlimited Call Outs 
Internal & External Drains - -■ Gas Supply Ripe 
lO yr Boiler Replacement ' • Parts & Labour 
& Water Supply pipe 

Call us now for the following services 

• Boiler Services • Bathroom Installations 

• Landlord Checks • Power Flushing 

• Full Central Heating Systems • Gas Appliance Installations 

• Boiler Swaps and Conversions • All Domestic Plumbing Work 

• LPG Gas Appliance Service and Installations 

NEW SHOWROOM NOW OPEN 

Unit B 15 Anchor Business Park, Dudley DY2 9AF 
Office open 8am - 6pm Monday - Friday 8am - 4pm Saturday 

Tel: 01384 560856 


| info@Gasteksolutions.co.uk 

[ MMdvS (All prices are plus VAT) S 

y eg i^i 


| www.gasteksolutions.co.uk 



Central Heating & Boilers 

f Kitchens & Bathrooms 
' All other as P ec * s °L rtaken 
plumbing work 


mmM 


illforals^^'^r 

1C i for all other offers 


mmft 



WOLVERHAMPTON 
TREE SERVICE 

Trees felled, hedges 
trimmed, stumps 
removed, tree reports. 
Fully insured. 

Arboricultural Association & Council Approved. 

01902 892652 

www.wolvestrees.co.uk 
E: treebloke@aol.com 


offers you a wide range 
of local businesses 
and tradesman to deal 
with your needs and 
requirements. 


TILING - FELTING 
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 

Slate & Tile Repairs - Flat Roofs 
EPDM - Rubber Roofing - Fibre Glass 
Roofing uPVC Fascias, Soffits & Guttering 
Chimney & Pointing Work - Insurance Work 
Dry ridge, dry hip, dry valleys, dry verge 
Maintenance Free, no mortar needed 

ALL TYPES OF ROOFING 
WORK UNDERTAKEN 

LOCAL, FRIENDLY 
AND FULLY INSURED 

FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTES 

01543 887928 or 
0800 4748583 

www.rightwaysroofline.co.uk 





m 


ROOFIX ROOFING 


FLAT ROOFING SPECIALISTS 


All types of flat roofing systems 
Tiling Work, Fascia, Soffits and Guttering 
Chimney Repointing, FREE Quotations 

Tel: 01902 560892 Mob: 07952 442017 


www.roofixwm.co.uk 




To advertise your business and reach more than 53,000 potential customers... 


Call us on... 

01902319641 


X 


E-mail us at.., 


J 0 


Post to... 

Martin Cartwright, Dudley Chronicle, 51-53 
Queen St, Wolverhampton WV11ES 


] 



London Theatre 


Omega Holidays offer a superb portfolio of theatre 
breaks, managing the whole show package which 
includes travel, either by coach or rail, four-star 
accommodation and various price bands for each 
show. Make your own way breaks are also available to 
book. 


Rail inclusive breaks - Two days 

Saturday Night Theatre from £169 95 

Catch the Theatre Express and enjoy a super two-day 
weekend break in the capital. 

There’s a selection of London hotels to choose from 
(supplements may apply) and rail travel is standard 
class with the option to upgrade. Departs Saturday 
from Birmingham New Street, Shrewsbury, Stafford or 
Wolverhampton, returning on Sunday. 

The ticket is for the Saturday evening. 

Rail inclusive breaks - Three days 

Theatre Showstopper from £239 95 

This popular package to the West End departs from 
Birmingham New Street, Shrewsbury, Stafford or 
Wolverhampton on the Friday returning on Sunday. 
Standard class travel is included with the option to 
upgrade, plus two nights stay at a four-star London hotel 
(supplements may apply). 

Includes a top priced ticket for a Friday evening 
performance. 

Coach inclusive breaks - Two days 

Saturday Night from £149 95 

Theatre Weekend with Dinner from £159 95 

Both breaks include a standard priced theatre ticket (option 
to upgrade) and an overnight stay in an outer London hotel. 
For the Theatre Weekend with Dinner option see the 
matinee performance before heading to the hotel for an 
evening meal, whereas the Saturday Night option is for the 
evening performance (meal not included). 


Price includes: 

/ Return coach travel 

/ One or two nights bed and breakfast accommodation 
/ Evening meal (with certain packages) 

/ Free time in London 
/ Services of a tour driver 

/ Single rooms subject to availability (supplement applies) 


Organised by Omega Holidays (ABTA V4782) 

Prices are per person (unless otherwise stated). Please read brochures/web 
pages for full description plus terms and conditions. Please note Star Reader 
Travel are unable to take bookings. Dates subject to availability. Coach pick up 
points offered: Dudley, Shrewsbury, Telford, Walsall and Wolverhampton. 

*The “from” price and price bands vary for each show — see brochure/weh page 
for details. 


For more information or for brochures 
contact the Express & Star 
Promotions Team 

01902 319999 
Mon to Fri, 9am-5pm 
www.starreadertravel.com 


Hand picked holidays with you in mind 


THt I ibNilftNC 


DAYS: 2 OR 3 DEPARTS: VARIOUS DATES 
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"ClassifiedAds 


Buy Local, Sell Local 


▼ Index 


ki 

'u 
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Family 


Leisure Time 


Home & Services 


Pets & Animals 


Business & Farming 


Property 


Motoring 


Local Information 


Personals 


V 


FreeAds 


IT'S 


FRES 

E 

IT'S 

EAS' 

Y 

For items up to £250 

VISIT: 

bookanad .expressandstar.co.uk 

Simply press the free ad icon. 

Sorry, no pets, guns or livestock. 
Private advertisers only. 

L_ 


Place a paid for advert 


(g) By Phone 01902 317878 

8.30am - 5.30pm Mon - Fri. 

Closed Sat/Sun and Bank Holidays 


^ Online 


bookanad.expressandstar.co.uk 


In person 


At your local Express & Star Office. 
Cancel/amend, call before 3.00pm 
Monday - Friday for the next day’s 
advertisement or also before 3.00pm 
Friday for Monday’s advertisement. 


funeral directors 


J.R. JONES 


Lower Gornal 01902 880040 


DAINTY & 
DOWNING 


Dudley 01384 252772 


Independent family run 
Funeral Directors 
24 hour service 


www.nedowning.co.uk 


lost & found 


LOST—Black and white long 
haired female cat, Palmers Cross 
area, since last week. 01902 
757874. 


Family 


WOOL COAT dressing gown and 
jackets, 42/44 S. 

Call for details 01902 741096. 


ACORN/BROOKS STAIRLIFTS 
WANTED Working or not, rapid 
removal. Call: 07967 003600 


Capitol Mobility-Bilston 


ARE YOU ON DLA OR PIP’S! 

YOU COULD HAVE A SCOOTER OR ELECTRIC 
WHEELCHAIR ON WEEKLY TERMS! 


MOBILITY SCOOTERS from £350 
can deliver, servicing available. 
Call: Powerlink, Blackheath 01384 
255019/07831 246292. 

WREKIN STAIRLIFTS recondi¬ 
tioned lifts from £799. New avail¬ 
able. 01952 405397/07897 273617 


Leisure 

Time 


TOPPER SAILING DIGHY 

Sail no: 36717, includes launch¬ 
ing trolle^and cover. 

01384 893726. 


CAR BOOT SALES! 


Every Sunday and Bank Holiday Monday 

Every Sunday 

Muckley Corner, Hall Lane, 
Lichfield, WS14 OBE 


Booters £4 


07538 842842 


COL’S CAR BOOT 
& MARKET 
OPEN EVERY 
WEDNESDAY & SUNDAY 

at Himley Bypass, B4176 
Ring Colin: 07973 904585 
www.colscarboot.co.uk 

OPEN ALL YEAR 


Lilli 


I ill Ik 


A BEAUTIFUL PARK NR LUDLOW 

Caravans 35x12 DG & CH from 
£15,000. 11 month holiday season. 
01584823433. www.bcpark.co.uk 


ABI SPRINTER 400D 

Compact 4-berth caravan, 
1992, lovely little van, modern 
looking, exceptionally clean, 
lightweight easy to use. 

£1,275. 

07872 925071. 


We Want Your 
Motorhome 

Finance Cleared 
Fast Secure Payment 
Top Prices Paid 

Please Call 

AEG on 01384 848439 or 
Lee Jinks on 07740 895448 
www.aegmotorhomes.co.uk 


CARAVAN for sale in North Wales. 
Fees paid for 2016 season. Quick 
sale. Mint condition. 07590 124226. 


CLARACH BAY CARAVAN 
PARK 

ABERYSTWYTH 

3 bedroom static caravan, 
sleeps 8, CH, DG, timber 
decking, fees paid 2016. 

Sea view. 

£11,995. 

01902 441210/07816 272574 


CLARACH BAY CARAVAN 
PARK ABERYSTWYTH 

3 bedroom static caravan, 
sleeps 8, CH, DG, timber 
decking, fees paid 2016. 
Sea view. 

£11 995 

01902 441210/07816 272574 


STATIC CARAVAN 

ABI Vista, 2011, Bridgnorth 
Severn Valley, 36x12, 3 
bedroom, CH, DG, shower 
room, seperate WC, immacu¬ 
late, private fishing club house. 
£16,000. 

01902 418959/07938 776748. 


STATIC CARAVAN 

ABI Vista, 2011, Bridgnorth 
Severn Valley, 36x12, 3 
bedroom, CH, DG, shower 
room, seperate WC, immacu¬ 
late, private fishing club house. 
£16,000. 

01902 418959/07938 776748. 


STATIC CARAVAN 

With decking, on private plot, 
quiet site in Mid Wales, no age 
limit, 2 fishing pools, 20 minutes 
to nearest coast, ground rent 
included for 2016. 
£5,950 ono. 

Telephone 07555 303350. 


CARAVAN WANTED 

Cash on pick up asap. 
Caravan wanted. 

Call me on 07717 090817. 


FISHING TACKLE WANTED any¬ 
thing considered. New or Ole 
01902 754011 or 07931 568716 


RECORDS/CDS WANTED & SOLD 

Cash paid.Vinyl Shop,5a Cleveland 
Street, WV1 3HL. 07760 168972. 



self catering 
v holidays 


BURNHAM-0N-SEA 

Self Catering Holiday 
Apartments 
Disabled Facilities 
Pet Friendly 

01278 794111 

www.GoSomerset.co.uk 


GREAT YARMOUTH Chalet near 
sea, sleeps 6. 6th Aug reduced to 
£299. Sept/Oct OAP discounts! 
0121 601 7386 / 07737 290 629 


Free 


IT’S FREE, IT’S EASY 

For items upto £250. 
Online at 

bookanad. 

expressandstar.co.uk 





\ 
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massage 



TRADITIONAL CHINESE Massage 

‘Hot Stones’. 01902 903659, 
07741 696099. Compton WV6 8AF 



markets 


STOURBRIDGE 
CAR BOOT 

At Stourbridge 
Rugby Club 
Open every Wednesday 
from 18th May 

07957 399964 


summer fayre 


HURST HILL 
METHODIST CHURCH 

Hurst Road, Coseley. 

Come and join a Black 
Country Party. 

Traditional fooa and games on 

Saturday, July 9, at 2pm. 

Admission free. 


Home & 
Services 


niHiim 


ALBUMS OF used stamps approx 
25, European and World, also world 
catologues, 12 months old, best 
offer. 01299 270586. 


CANE CONSERVATORY suite with 
footstool, side table, beige covers, 
lovely condition. Genuine reason 
for sale. £60. 01902 880490. 


STATIC CARAVAN 35 X 10 

6-berth with decking, Mid 
Wales. Site fees paid for 2016. 
Doc -- 


s.4,500. 

07922 351352 No texts. 


A ABSOLUTE beautiful cultivated 
lawn turf, grown locally, next day 
delivery from £1.50 per roll. 01902 
453794 / 0844 3350820. 


quality turf, laying 
01902 898313, 01 


17970 868787. 


panel. Supply/Fit. Free Quotes: 31 
Bank St. WV10 9DU.01902 723910 

HUGE STOCKS of new 6x5 close- 
board panels £12.50+vat. Delivery. 
Codsall Stone, 01902 842216. 

HUSQVARNA 46IN Ride on Mower, 
2016 model, (unused), £2,395. 
Husqvarna 22in Lawnmower, 
(unused), £400. Call 01743 718939 


HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 


ALL GOLD 9CT UP TO £300 PER OUNCE 
CASH PAID TODAY 

A GENUINE LADY BUYER 

All Beswick • Doulton • Worcester Moorcroft 
•Lladro • Old coins 

• WATCHES • COSTUME JEWELLERY 
• Diamonds and Gold Coins • Clocks • Paintings 
• ALL SILVER • All Oriental Items 
Pre‘47 silver coins All war medals etc 
ANYTHING OLD & INTERESTING 

01922 495066 or 07971 783206 


A BEST CASH PRICE 


FOR ALL RAILWAY 
COLLECTIONS 
Any gauge or age 

Hornby / Bachmann / Bowmans 
/ Roundhouse / Graham / Farsh 
/ any live steam. Also Die Cast, 
Corgi, Dinky, Spot On. 

01384 836219/07891 713547. 
thetrai nmaster67 @ 
hotmail.com 


A BEST CASH PRICE PAID 


ALL TOYS, CARS, LORRIES 
WANTED. 

All conditions 
*Dinky* *Corgi* *Spot-on* 
*Britains and Airfix* 
*Wilesco Steam 
Engines * Star Wars Figures * 
*Scalextric Pre 1970’s. 

* Tri-ang Minic motorways, 
cars or complete sets.* 
*Old Enamel Advertising 
Signs * Railway collections* 
*Pre 1970 Annuals wanted, 
Beano, Dandy, Rupert the 
Bear, etc* 

Plus Omega watches. 

01902 745598 / 07984 159571 


ALL BRASS/COPPER ornaments/ 
brassware, all descriptions, miners 
lamps, old medals, dinky, corgi toys 
and railways. 01902 745598. 


FOOTBALL PROGRAMMES 

Tickets and other sports 
memorabilia. 

Top prices paid for the 
right item. 

Call Paul on 01543 251743. 


WHILE STOCKS LAST... WHILE STOCKS LAST... WHILE STOCKS LAST... 

STOCK LIQUIDATION 

£2,000,000 OF BRAND NEW PERFECT STOCK MUST BE CLEARED 

DIRECT FROM MAJOR RETAIL GROUP 

"WilOJL OFF RRP! 

HURRY...AT THESE PRICES THEY WON’T BE IN STOCK 
FOR LONG! WHEN THEY’VE GONE, THEY’VE GONE! 
FRENCH GREY SATIN MIST BEDROOM RANGE PROVENCE OAK BEDROOM RANGE 

FANTASTIC QUALITY SELF CLOSE DRAWERS, WITH SOLID & DOVETAILED DRAWERS 

FLAT PACK TO GO OR ASSEMBLED (extra cost) ELEGANT & FULLY ASSEMBLED TO GRACE ANY BEDROOM 



CHEVAL MIRROR 
RRP £149 NOW £59 

2 DRAW BEDSIDE 
RRP £85 NOW £29 


RRP £85 NOW £29 
4+3 LARGE CHEST 
RRP £299 NOW £109 


4 DRAWER WIDE CHEST 
RRP £179 NOW £79 
2 DOOR WARDROBE 
RRP £329 NOW £129 
DRESS TABLE & MIRROR 
RRP £199 NOW £89 
ALL ITEMS ALSO AVAILABLE 
IN CREAM SATIN 


2 DRAWER BEDSIDE 
RRP £159 NOW £69 

5 DRAWER NARROW CHEST 
RRP £649 NOW £159 
OAK FINISH DRESSING TABLE 
RRP £349 NOW £149 
2 DOOR DOUBLE WARDROBE 
RRP £659 NOW £249 


CHEVAL DRESSING MIRROR 
RRP £189 NOW £79 
LARGE BLANKET CHEST 
RRP £529 NOW £189 
PLUS LOTS MORE ITEMS 
TOO NUMEROUS TO 
MENTION-COME & SEE FOR 


BFC FACTORY OUTLET CONEYGRE ROAD IND EST, 
GREAT BRIDGE RD, TIPTON DY4 8XF. OFF A461 

_ 2 MINS FROM NEW TESCO & TOBY CARVERY r - 

QE1 0121 557 6885 fc 


MAMOD STEAM engines/trains 
wanted all conditions, railway col¬ 
lections, Dinky, Corgi vehicles, any 
condition. 01902 745598. 

READERS ARE ADVISED to care¬ 
fully consider all of their options 
before agreeing to the sale of any of 
their items. 

WANTED Any memorabilia associ¬ 
ated with Enoch Powell or Ruberry 
Owen. 

Telephone 01666 837747. 



aerials 



©0029 ££©53057 
@53903 <£205700 






I P\tA 


ALAN JONES 

THE ORIGINAL. AERIAL 
SPECIALIST, THE BEST! 

Est 1955 - 59 years at the top! 

Recommended by thousands 
Genuine, honest, 100% reliable 
WE HAVE WATCHED THEM ALL COME AND GO 
Call: 01902 885985 

ANY PROBLEM SOLVED 


CLEAR VISION AERIALS. Free- 
view, FreeSat, Sky, CCTV. Aerials 


alarms/security j 


PREMIER 

ALARMS 

Supplied and Fitted £195 
Servicing and Repairs 
12 Months Warranty 
All areas covered 
All quotes beaten! 

Call: 0121 601 9791 


carpet & upholstery^ 

cleaning| 


A CLASS CARPET & 
UPHOLSTERY CLEANING 

OAP discount. Recession Prices. 
Unbeatable Value: Rooms cleaned from £19 

Call Paul 07870 341089 


domestic 
y cleaning 


j 


CLEAN iiiou 

Domestic Cleaning & Ironing Service. 
Friendly, Reliable & Trustworthy. 
Call Anita on: 97854163 894. 


domestic repairs^ 

y & services 1 


SAME DAY Low Cost Repairs. 
Washers, Dryers Electric Cookers. 
12 mths guarantee. 07850 355552. 


drain clearance 


ALL DRAIN AND SEWER 

Blockages cleared fast. 

Call Fast Clean: 01902 736424. 


driveways & ^ 

patios| 


CRETE BY DESIGN 

Concrete Imprinting 


• BLOCK PAVING • TARMACING 
FREE QUOTES 

01902 489633 (day) 

or 01902 604187 (eve) 


electrical 

services 


A BARGAIN PRICED house re-wire, 
fuseboards etc. Grahams Electri¬ 
cal. 01902 842739, 07783 471949. 


fencing 


A BARGAIN AT BUSHBURY 
FENCING/GATES LTD. Supply/fit. 
WV10 9QQ. Call 07816 863810. 


PORTWflH 
* FENCING 


SPECIAL OFFER 


0121 531 5250 / 07866 137 656 
Nlon - Fri 8am - 4.30pm 
Sat 8am -12noon 
83 Portway Rd, W'bui 


gardening 

services 



GARDENS TIDIED from £5 per 
garden. 25 years experience. Call 
01902 713106 / 07813 184086. 


gas fitting 


GAS 

SERVICES 

• Boilers 

• Cookers 

• Fires 

• Gas Checks 

• Landlord Certificates 

• Gas Leaks Traced 

Fitted, Serviced and Repaired 
Same Day Service 
Free Quotes 

DISCOUNTS FOR OAPs 


Call: 01902 366855/ 
07761 973975 


READERS ARE ADVISED 
To check that anyone 
carrying out any Gas work 
is Gas Safe Registered. 

It is an offence under the Gas 


being on the Gas Safe Register. 


A BOILER BREAKDOWN, 
COOKER, FIRE, 
FITTED-SERVICED-REPAIRED 

y\ Landlord certs. 

All areas covered. 

/'safe J * E ,t 1 ? a i ing - 

£ — Call John: 

01902 562664 
/07969 687832 


handyman 

services 


FREE QUOTES 

All work guaranteed, Most trades 
covered, References available on 
request. No job too big or too small! 

CALL MIKE: 07947 621047 
0121 6010479 


ClassifiedAds 



IT WORKS 


I average around 1 to 2 
phone calls a day from 
customers as a direct result 
of my Classified Advertising. 
I am very happy with my 
response levels. 

Mr Causer. 


FOR GREAT BUSINESS RESULTS CALL 

01902 319 191 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


LOCK AND CARPENTRY plumb¬ 
ing, plastering, slabbing and roofing 
01902 683100 or 07934 460864 
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house clearances 


A ABSOLUTE BEST 
CASH PRICE PAID 

for house clearances and bereavements. 
Shops, Schools and Commercial clearances 


Also removals undertaken. 

All rubbish removed. Carriers licence held 

07852 172641 / 07710 360327 


YMCA REQUIRE FURNITURE Free 
Collection. Telephone 01384 
231714 for details. 


oven cleaning 


AAA OVEN CLEANING, Ovens, 
Hobs, Aga / Range / Micro / Extrac¬ 
tors. 01902 689418 / 07910 921736 


OVENBLITZ MIDLANDS Affordable 
oven cleaning specialists. See 
website or call 0800 773 4870. 


painters 

decorators 


□ 


CALL M&B DECORATORS 

City & Guilds 
No job too small 
Free Quote 
01902 494555 


t PROFESSIONAL DECORATING 

service by RC Decorating. Free 
competitive quotes: 07773 025880. 


LOVE 2 WALLPAPER 

Reliable & Friendly, Professional 
Female Painter & Decorators 

Attention to detail, competitive prices. 

For the Perfect Finish with minimum hassle. 
Plastering & Coving Work Undertaken 

01384 287577 or 07812 484194 

www.love-2-wallpaper.co.uk 


C I PAINTING & DECORATING 

Over 30 yrs experience.City & 
Guilds approved. Free Quotes. 
07890 879 892 01902 650716. 

INTERIOR PAINTER AND DECO¬ 
RATOR Friendly and reliable, clean 


pest control 


WASP NESTS DESTROYED £50. 
Bed bugs, all insect pests. Tele- 
—e Jol-- 


phone John on 01902 712244. 


plans prepared 


ADAM DESIGN, Building Plans. 
Drawn and submitted to council. 
Tel: 01902 620200/07841 654037. 
Email: adamdesign@sky.com 


BUILDING Plans: Prepared/submit¬ 
ted. K J Bradley 01902 373248 
07792 165767. www.plans4u.co.uk 


plastering 


DOMESTIC 

PLASTERING 


rendering & small building 
' ndei'- ' 


work undertaken. 40 years 
experience. For a free quote 

Call Roy 
07887 495726 
07583 643932 


M & S PLASTERING & BUILDING 
SERVICES.For All Your Home and 
Garden Improvements. Over 30 
Years Experience. Call Mark or 
Sara on 07741 770897. 


STEVES PLASTERING SERVICE 

Clean and Reliable, All Work 
Undertaken, All Areas. Call 
0121 567 5919 / 07977 262943. 


plumbers 


G M PLUMBING SERVICES Com¬ 
plete Bathrooms, Kitchens, Taps 
Showers, Blockages 07976 012468 


plumbing & J 


heating 


ClassifiedAds 


BUY LOCAL, SELL LOCAL 


CENTRA HEAT 


IT WORKS 


m 


We are really happy 
with our Classified 
advertising package 
and the business it 
brings us. 


Martin - Centra Heat 


FOR GREAT BUSINESS RESULTS CALL 

01902319191 


Brought to you by Express & Star 


CENTRA HEAT 

Boiler Servicing inc Free Landlords Certificate. 
Power Flushing, Boiler/ System Repairs 

£200 OFF/Trade in old boiler 

Installed in July, t&c apply 

A 

iP 

01902 845211 



DAVIES & SON BUILDERS 

Over 35 years experience in the industry 

All aspects of building work including: 
Extensions, loft conversions, roofing, 
driveways & landscaping. 
Discounts offered. 

01902 579592/07837 994465 


removals 


A & M CHEAP 
REMOVALS 

Local 

Careful Firm 
Full or Part loads 

Call Don: 
07749 941319 


A1KINGSWINFORD 

REMOVALS & HOUSE 
CLEARANCES 


Single items, 

Full houses, Offices etc 


Recession rates, 
FREE QUOTES 


We take the stress away 

40 years experience 

07966 281957 


A MAN WITH A VAN Single items, 
flat/house removals/clearances, 
local/nationwide. Call Steve 0121 
422 2999 or 07815 043724 


A2B REMOVALS Cheap and reli¬ 
able removal service. Insured. 
07817 842980 or 01902 744829. 


CALL DEAN NOW: For all your 
Removal needs. 07429 453209/ 
01902 830870 / 01384 940260. 


CALL PETE - MAN WITH A VAN, 

Removals, clearances, large/small. 
01902 741546, 07899 635852. 


KINGS OF THE ROAD REMOVAL 

Single Items/Full loads from £20. 
OAP discount. Andy 07512 
395370, Keith 07545 618231. 


roofing 


S&F ROOFING 


& GUTTERING 

Flat, Main roofs, rubber or felt, repaired and replaced, 
all repointing. Guttering repaired and replaced. 

BEAT ALL QUOTES GUARANTEED 


Call Sean 01902 829158 8am to 8pm 


A ROOFING 


main, flat, felt, firestone 
rubber, fibreglass, all 
repointing, fascias, soffits, 
gutters. Free quotes. All 
quotes beaten. 8am-8pm. 
01902 722447. 


MG ROOFING Flat roofs, tiling, roof 
repairs, fascias and gutters. Call 
019-— 


01902 238989 / 07580 465449. 


rubbish removal 


LETS TALK RUBBISH No Skips 


dps 

Needed.Load/Remove any Waste, 
House Clearance. 07969 628382 


skip hire 


j 


Champion 
Skip Hire 


West Birmingham and 
Black Country Skip Hire 

Call us today on 
0121 291 2096 


Cheap as skips 



BIG JOHN MOVES RUBBISH! 

No Skips, we load, fast friendly 
service, 25 Lister Rd, Dudley DY2 
8JR, Est 35 years, 01384 232359. 


AN ABSOLUTE 
AFFORDABLE 

CASTLE 
SKIP HIRE 

Mini, midi and 
large skips 

Also available mini 
digger with driver 

1 01384 237577 ■ 
019024057451 
07719 671845 S 


ATM&M 

SKIPS 


Fast, friendly service 
All areas covered 
All sizes 

Same day service 

Freephone 
0800 619 0189 
07904 915016 


ClassifiedAds 


BUY LOCAL, SELL LOCAL 


jRINSELL! 


GRINSELLS 
SKIP HIRE 


IT WORKS 


iMxl 


Thanks to our 
Classified advertising 
in the Express & Star 
we are really busy! 

It definitely 
works for us! 


Grinsells Skip Hire. 


FOR GREAT BUSINESS RESULTS CALL 

01902 319 191 


Brought to you by Express & Star 


STONES SKIP HIRE 

0121 557 1480 / 07886 721875 
www.stonesskiphire.co.uk 


upholstery 


UPHOLSTERY SERVICES 3pcs/ 
springs/caravans/pubs/club/antiqu 
es. 01902 689844 / 07817 842980. 


ZX 


Pets & 
Animals 


ALL READERS are advised to 
check if Horses have the required 
Passport information. 


NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 

Advertisers must ensure that 
they meet all necessary legal 
requirements for owning and 
using guns. 


AIR RIFLES, SHOT GUNS, Antique 
guns, taxidermy- big bore guns, 
' 3d. -- 


traps etc wanted. 07968 624202 


Express & Star 


THIS SPACE 


COULD BE 


PROMOTING 


YOUR 


BUSINESS 


Every day our 
customers get a 
great response 
from Classified 
Advertising. 


So could you by 
calling our friendly 
experienced Sales 
Advisors on 
01902 319191. 


GREYHOUNDS MAKE 
WONDERFUL PETS 

All neutered, innoculated 
and microchipped. 

Call 01922 412212 or 
www.rgtwolverhampton.co.uk 
u RGT Wolverhampton 
@RGTWolves 


NOTICE TO READERS 


Please be aware that when 
purchasing a puppy there are 
some simple guidelines you can 
follow to ensure that you are not 
purchasing from a Puppy 
Farmer: 


1. Try to ensure you visit the 
puppy whilst it is still with it’s 
Mother. 


2. Do not arrange to collect a 
puppy from any other location 
than that of the breeder. 


3. Ensure that you are given any 
KC documentation, if pedigree. 


Whilst Midland News 
Association publications take 
great care to avoid publication 
of advertisements from Puppy 
Farmers we cannot accept any 
liability should readers 
purchase from this kind of 
establishment. 


AMERICAN COCKER Spaniel 
pups, 9wks, KC reg, health 
checked, vaccinated, chipped, 
wormed, 2 boys, black, white chest 
markings. £650. 07974 749908. 


BABY BUNNIES Lovely 8 week old 
bunnies for sale. Parents can be 
seen, love being handled, various 
colours £20 07784 908455. 


BEAUTIFUL TOY Schnoodle 
puppies, (miniature Schnauzer 
cross Toy poodle) happy, healthy, 
home reared by ex vet nurse, £650. 
01630 661395. 


KIND HOMES NEEDED FOR: 

BORDER COLLIES 
MINNIE 2yr old mostly white. 
BRYN 2yr old black and white. 
BENJI 4yr old tri colour. 

PIP 1 yr old black and white. 


Puppies tri colour 12 weeks. 
Also, 

ALFIE 2yr old Shar Pei. 
ROXY 4yr old dogue de 
bordeaux. 

ELLIE Big golden fluffy gentle 
girt, cross breed. 

01588 676106 


POLECATS X Black eyed white 
ferrets, only £4 each. 

07768 899924. 



LOST MUCH 
LOVED MALE CAT 

Named Diesel, black with 
distinctive white patch, 
very friendly. 

18 months old, last seen 
Saturday, May 28, 
Wolverhampton WV3. 
Microchipped, was wearing 
blue metallic collar with bell. 
Please check sheds/garages 
Please call 07823 557740 


THREE KITTENS, 1 male, 2 female, 
black and white, 8 weeks old, £30 
each. 01902 218944. 


WANTED HEALTHY Golden 
Labrador puppy, male or female, 
near Stourbridge. 01384 371958 or 
07990 548570. 




Business & 
Farming 


READERS are recommended to 
take appropriate professional 
advice before entering any obli¬ 
gations. 


UNITS AND OFFICE SPACE to let in 

Oldbury, West Bromwich and 
Walsall. Easy Terms. Ashmore 
Properties: 0121 520 5318. 



accountants 


ACCOUNTANCY SERVICES 

for Small Business. Competitive 
Rates. Call 01902 882600 


building and 
construction 


Premier 
Estates Home 
Improvements 

INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR 
• Windows • Doors • Conservatories 

• UPVC Fascias and Gutters 

• Garden work and Garden Walls 

• Driveways and much more 
Call 01902 836573 or 

07506 457714 

www.home-improvements-midlands.co.uk 


Property 


A 3 BED HOUSE to let Whitmore- 
ans. 1 bed Flat Finchfield. DSS OK. 
01902 686605. 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments. 


NOTICE TO READERS It is an 

offence under the Accommodation 
Agencies Act 1953, for an Agency 
to charge a fee simply for the regis¬ 
tration of your requirements and/or 
supplying particulars of premises to 


let. 


APARTMENTS. Magnificent spec., 
Dudley centre, 1 / 2'bed, from £350 
pcm. Parking. 01384 230222. 


CASTLECROFT, WV3. Clean 1 bed 
flat, new kitchen, CH, DG. £105f 
01902 340073 or 077701 


HIGH QUALITY Furnished studio 
flat.Tettenhall area. No DSS 
07976263435 / 01902 700 028. 


SELF CONTAINED flatlet, Lower 
Gornal, own amenities, recent 
refurbish, suit single mature 


refurbish, suit single mature 
person. Call Nathan 07715 603357. 


TIVIDALE one bed ground floor flat, 
DSS considered. 

Call /text 07779 615293. 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments. 


properties wanted 


rEVERY TIME!] 

WE PAY 100% of purchase price 


We buy any house 


BLACK 

COUNTRY 

HOMES 


• FAMILY BUSINESS 

• FAST FRIENDLY SERVICE 


• COMPLETION TO SUIT YOU 

• NO FEES/FREE SOLICITORS 


WE ALSO BUY LAND 



ClassifiedAds 


BUY LOCAL, SELL LOCAL 



IT WORKS 




We have been advertising in the Express & Star and Chronicles 
for over 20 years and consider it a key part of our business with 
the regular flow of calls, which our advertising generates. 

Black Country Homes 


FOR GREAT BUSINESS RESULTS CALL Broughttoyou by 

01902 319 191 Express & Star 


NEED TO SELL YOUR HOME FAST? 
NEED A FRESH START? 


MARION PROPERTIES CAN HELP YOU! 

Purchase agreed within days and completion 
on a date to suit 

LOCAL COMPANY - FREE VALUATION, 
FREE LEGALS & FREE ADVICE 

ALL CIRCUMSTANCES CONSIDERED 

Why not call us today for an informal, friendly and 
confidential chat? 

PHONE: 01384 930979 

LINES OPEN 24/7 


Home Cash Buyer 

Sell today, sign today, complete when u wish 

£££ RENT BACK OPTIONS £££ 

Houses /Land Required 


Ring Paul 24/7 Local 07870 341 089 

Sandwell area: Call 0121 696 4154 
Walsall & Cannock area: Call 01922 432049 
Wolverhampton: Call 01902 489901 
www.homecashbuyer.co.uk 


A LOCAL BUYER pays full market 
value and more for your property. 
Call Rick 07729 297901 


Jobs 


BUILDERS WANTED For sub con¬ 
tract new build Also Groundwork- 
ers Tel 01384 230222 


CLEANER/DEPUTY CARETAKER 

required, 12 hrs a week, send CV to 
The Community Centre, High 
Street, Kingswinford, DY6 8AP 


HGV DRIVER with experience in 
steel deliveries. Contact Paul 
Bradley on 01384 77343. 


BRICKLAYERS REQUIRE full time 
work. Anything considered. 
Telephone 07871 194208. 


HAIRDRESSERS 

required 

Self-employed/rent a chair 
in a friendly salon. 

Full help and support 
Tel: Karina 07581 523732 
or Mike 07805 844493 
email karinahair@mail.com 


BATHROOM FITTER required. 

Call 01384 400016 or 07813 
908522. 


BODYKRAFT GROUP 


EXPERIENCED PAINTER/ 
PREPPERS & STRIP & FIT 
TECHNICIANS 


Preferably with ATA 
accreditation 
We offer above industry 
standard wage structure 


Send your cv by email or post 
to: 

Dawn Owen, Bodykraft 
Group, Building 28, First 
Avenue, 

Pensnett Trading Estate, 
Kingswinford, DY6 7UA 
Dawn.owen@ 
bodykraft.co.uk 


Motoring 




ALFA ROMEO GIULIETTA 2010, 
white, fully serviced, 6 months MoT, 
good condition, part leather interior 
£6,700 ono 01902 846452. 


AUDI A4 SLINE CONVERTIBLE. 

Bargain. Silver, 2007. Manual, 2 
litre TDi, excellent condition, new 
engine fitted by Audi at 60k, £5,995. 
- 1315 


07773 279315. 





BMW 120D SPORT 


Diesel, black 2.0L, 2006, FSH, 
10 months MoT, tinted rear 
windows, new discs and pads, 
152k, CD player, smart inside 
trims, lady owner, lovely car 


£3,895 ono 
07967 779910. 


SELLING 


YOUR CAR? 


We have a package to 
suit every budget. 

Packages start from as 
little as 

£21.00 for 6 nights 

Plus 

6 nights free if you do not sell. 


CALL 


01902 317878 


CITROEN C4 2008, 2 door hatch¬ 
back, 1.6 VTR petrol, blue, 36,000 
miles, fsh, MoT, good condition/ 


runner. £2,695 ono. 07847 456061. 


CITROEN XSARA PICASSO 1.6, 
diesel, 2006, 42,800 miles, fsh, 
black, full mot, very good condition. 
£1,999 07879 403302. 


FORD FIESTA 1.2 05 reg, 5dr hatch¬ 
back, silver, 2 lady owners, full 
MoT, super car, great first car, 
—— ■"''174S 


£1,750. 07739 420749. 

HONDA CR-V 2.0, EX model, 2007, 
71,700 miles, black, long MoT, 
cruise control, sunroof, Sat Nav, 
very good condition, £5,999 ono. 
0/977101731. 


- ... :eg, jl..- 

13,000 miles, FSH, Air con, alloy 
wheels, low tax, £4,750 ono. 

07963 935549. 


HYUNDAI TRAJET 7 seater, 2005, 
2.0 diesel, EW, AC, long MoT, new 
clutch, £1,850. ono. 07730 580393. 


JAGUAR XF PREMIUM 
LUXURY V6 

Auto, diesel, 2009, 3 owners, 
low mileage, fsh, new MoT, 
very good condition. 

£9,750. ono. 

Telephone 01902 737671. 


MERCEDES C200 CDI, 2008, black, 
all optional extras including Blue 
Tooth and multi change CD, MoT, 
auto, 2 door. £4,750 ono. 

07853 456878. 


NISSAN XTRAIL 2.2, SVE, 53 reg, 
diesel, MoT February 17, £2,100 
ono.07415189836. 



PEUGEOT 107 

2011, 22,000 miles, yellow, 
abs, air bag, fsh, MoT, CD, 2 
female owners from new. 
Insuance Group 3. £20 tax. 

£3,400 ono. 

07805 097597. 


PEUGEOT 308 

1.4 Active, 2011,38,000 miles, 
Silver, fsh, Long MOT, one 
owner, very good condition, 

5 Good Tyres 

£4,350 ono. 

01384 829124. 


SEAT IBIZA 1.2 Reference Sport, 
2007, one owner from new, 20k, 
verv good condition, just serviced, 
MoT, £2,650 o.n.o 07785 384166. 


VW BEETLE 1.9TDi, (54), silver, 
leather, heated seats, alloys, MoT 
Dec 28, 2016, 91,000 miles, s/h, 
must be seen, £2,500. 

07976 479761. 
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ClassifiedAds 



ADVERTISERS ARE 
REMINDED 

that the Business Advertise¬ 
ments (Disclosure) Order of 
1977 requires that advertise¬ 
ments must clearly 
differentiate between Private 
and Trade. 


CHEVROLET KALOS, 2005, 
76,000 miles, red, abs, e/w, air bag, 
fsh, MoT, central locking, pas, 
alloys, stereo, CD, £575 ono. 
07955 885186. 



SUZUKI SV650S 

54 reg, immaculate condition, 
5,400 miles, 650cc V Twin Fuel 
Injection, new MoT. 

Great first big bike. 


FIAT PUNT01200, 04, 4door, MoT 
May 2017, new tyres and battery. 
£750 ono. 

07800 716267. 

FIAT STILO Active, 16V, 5 door 
hatch, 04 plate, full MoT, blue, good 
condition. 67k miles, £550 ono. 
Quick sale. 07783 039980. 

FORD KA 2 1.3 S reg, MoT end Oct, 
good little runner, sfight damage on 
passenger door, 92,000 miles. 
£295 ono. 07730 596969. 

FORD KA, 2004, low miles, full MoT, 
CD, PAS, very clean condition, just 
serviced, £475. 

07486 465406. 

FORD MONDEO 2 litre diesel, 
1000,000 miles, 03 reg, excellent 
car, blue. £600. 01902 336053. 

JAGUAR X-TYPE 2.0 V6 SE petrol, 
manual, 2003, two owners, 73,000 
miles, MoT October, lovely, £1,100. 
Stafford. 01785 662224. 

MERCEDES C200, 02 reg, auto¬ 
matic, beautiful car, excellent con¬ 
dition, must sell. £1,495. 

01746 218519 or 07977 481574. 

NISSAN MICRA 1.0. S reg., 88,000 
miles, 1 owner last 12 years. 
12 months MoT. £400. o.n.o. 

Telephone 01902 738257. 

PEUGEOT 206 Sport, black, 60,500 
miles, 55 reg, kept and driven well, 
six months MoT, no faults £1,100. 

07982 829876. 

RENAULT KANGOO, 53 plate, 
auto, petrol, long MoT, 95k. £1,100 
ono. 01384 864058 or 07947 
950882. 

ROVER 25 1300cc, 12 MoT months, 
3dr hatch, 7 alloy wheels (3 spare), 
immobiliser, £475 ono. 07923 
191378 or 07478 478831. 

ROVER 75, diesel, estate, 2001 reg, 
£650 ono. 

0121 5304585 or07516915799. 

TOYOTA MR2 CONVERTIBLE 

Roadster, 2001, 101,188 miles, 
MoT July 2017, £1,495. 

Telephone 07796 628908. 

TOYOTA YARIS X reg, long MoT, 
low mileage, top of range, excellent 
condition. £850 ono. 01902 756922 
/ 07870 959324. 

VAUXHALL ASTRA ESTATE 1999, 
MoT November. 

£350 ono. 

01902 784244. 

VAUXHALL ASTRA ESTATE 54 

Reg., automatic, petrol, 48k miles, 
very good condition, new tyres, 12 
months MoT, £995. 07947 950882. 

VAUXHALL CORSA 973cc, 3dr, 
petrol, 8 mnths MoT, new clutch 
and tyres, regular service, 110,000 
miles. £250. 07934 249549. 


VW GOLF 1.6 petrol, 03, 67,000 
miles, FSH, 12 months MoT, EW, 
excellent condition, first to see will 
buy, £1,450 ono. 07542 146679. 

VW PASSAT 1.9 TDi, 02 plate, 12 
months MoT, EW, AC, £450. 

07871 413444, 0121 531 8316. 


BMA Bit. Here- 25 YtArs 

Quality Cars From £500 
Full Mot’s and Warranties 
OPEN EVERY DAY 
07956 988517 
Dale Street, Bilston, WV14 7JY 


WANTED, CLASSIC Cars. Private 
cash buyer.Instant cash settle¬ 
ment. Any age. Any condition. 

01630 652993 or 07773 462797. 



FORD TRANSIT 57 Reg., T430, 
alloy drop side pick-up, 13ft body, 
12 months MoT, very good condi¬ 
tion, £4,500. 07836 568903. 


, de picl 

12 months MoT, vi 
tion, £4,250. 07836 



£2,350. 


Telephone 07881 946919. 



OUR ADVERTISERS are reminded 
that it is an offence under the Scrap 
Metal Dealers Act 2013 to buy 
scrap cars/metal for cash. 


MOB 

TOP PRICES PAID FOR 
ALL SCRAP CARS, 
VANS, BIKES, CLASSICS 

Tel: 01902 408176 

lOOO’s of parts 
available at all times 

M0NM0RE RD. WV1 2TZ 


A BETTER PRICE 

for scrap or damaged cars and 
commercials. Spares for sale. 

NINE LOCKS VEHICLE 
DISMANTLERS LTD 
Brierley Hill 01384 76566 or 
70553. Evenings 75397. 
DY5 3JZ. 


ABC AUTO SALVAGE 
WANTED URGENT 

Scrap & MOT Failures Best 
Prices Paid ELV Registered 
Spares Always Available 

0121 557 0800 or 0121 557 
0400. Evening 07813 184611 
Oldbury Area. 



CROWN MOTORS guarantee best 
price for your unwanted cars/vans. 
07903 549849, 01902 597035. 



clutches / brakes^ 

v / gearboxes I 


A CLUTCH 
CHANGE 
MOBILE 

30 yrs experience 

ALL AREAS COVERED 

Call l3ol> 

01384 251328 or 
07972169554 anytime 

For Example: 

Citroen Cl, C2, C3 
Hyundai 110 
Toyota Yaris 
Clios & Micras 
Ring for quotes on 
others! 


spares/parts 




HONDA XL125 V5, 2006, grey, 
full MoT, very good condition, 
£1,095 ono. 

Telephone 07866 030218. 

WE BUY BIKES immaculate, as 
new, garaged / non runners. Cash 
paid. Peter All Bikes, 01902 312939 
bikesallspares @ gmail.com 
YAMAHA MT125 ABS 2015, excel¬ 
lent condition, 2,400 miles, race 
blu, FSH, screen/tank bag. £3,350. 
07810 870538. Kingswinford. 


ROOF BOXES & BAR package 
deals from £149.95. Cheapest in 
Midlands. Wolves Hire 01902 
746723. Tettenhall Rd, WV6 OLE. 


9 

Local 

Information 



LEGAL / PUBLIC NOTICES 

For convenience you 
may fax any advertising 
requirements to 

Marie Hogg on 
01902 713146 


or email marie.hogg@ 
expressandstar.co.uk 

(remember to include a 
name/contact number for 
confirmation of receipt) 


10 

Personals 

L 



START DATING AGAIN AND 
GIVE YOURSELF A BOOST! 


fjtperfPsWie right someone for* 
mever yonejet us hold your hand „ | 
Jand find'ttmn,aU you have to J, 
Wdo is havepLopen heart. 

Ig!E usffi^W0121 5 2 0,3715|tol 
f find out more information?! 



BRITISH CARIBBEAN GUY 

40’s, Professional, attractive, 
slim, no ties, well groomed, non 
smoker. 

Enjoys travel, keep fit, cinema, 
wining and dining, theatre and 
concerts. 

Seeking genuine female, 25 
-45, for friendship, relationship. 

Box Number P20412, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


GENTLEMAN, 

LATE 70’S, 5ft 3. 

WLTM lady, non smoker for 
Friendship, possible relation¬ 
ship, for days out in car, pub 
lunch. Hobbies, music, country¬ 
side. Genuine replies please. 
Wolverhampton area. 

Box Number P20416, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 




GYM BUDDIES 

Professional, British Caribbean 
guy, looking for males and 
females 18-45, into home 
fitness, weight training, cardio, 
swimming etc, for workouts and 
friendship. 

Box Number P20413, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


LADY YOUNG AT HEART 

WLTM gent, 58-62, for 
Friendship / relationship. 
Wolverhampton area. 
Enjoys walking, holidays home 
and abroad. 

Box Number P20414, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


★ ★★ 

MALE 44, WHITE, 
5.6INS, SLIM 

Own house, own business, 
seeks special lady 30-48 for 
long term relationship. 

Box Number P20415, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 


Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 

★ ★★ 


PROFESSIONAL LADY 
EARLY 50’s 

Looking for professional male 
who is attractive, genuine and 
caring, enjoys quiet nights in, 
outdoor life and holidays 
abroad. 

Early 50’s to mid 60’s, who is 
caring, honest and respectable, 
no ties, must be willing to travel, 
for Friendship maybe more. 
Genuine replies only, previous 
responders need not write 
again thank you. 

Box Number P20409, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


SOLVENT GENTLEMAN 
PENSIONER 

Who travels a lot, is seeking a 
lady companion who drives, 
with no ties to travel to different 
countries. 

Must have a passport and good 
sense of humour. 

There must be someone out 
there in Shropshire. 

Box Number P20426, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


SOLVENT GENTLMAN 
PENSIONER 

Who travels alot, is seeking a 
lady companion who drives, 
with no ties to travel to different 
countries. 

Must have a passport and good 
sense of humour. 

Box Number P20411 , 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1 ES. 


★ ★★ 

WIDOW 

Classy, attractive lady, late 
60’s, young outlook, very 
modern, seeks genuine 
gentleman for evenings out. 
Photo appreciated and 
returned. 

Box Number P20421, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1 ES. 

★ ★★ 

WIDOWER 

With own house and car, 
looking for relationship. 

I have everlasting love to give to 
that special lady. 

Aged 62 to early 70’s. 

Box Number P20424, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


WOULD LIKE TO MEET A 
LOCAL FEMALE TO 
DUDLEY 

Slimish build, kind and trustwor¬ 
thy, for relationship/romance 
and see where it leads. 
Attraction is important, if you 
are serious, I would like a photo 
(returned). 

I am a 59 year old guy, own 
home and car, N/S, young at 
heart, enjoys cosy nignts, 
meals in/out, holidays, old 
pubs, walks, most music and 
interesting places. 

Box Number P20422 , 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1 ES. 


YOUNG AT HEART 

Affectionate widow gentleman 
seeks genuine lady aged 
between 60-70 years looking 
for Friendship and companion¬ 
ship for days out together. 
Box Number P20428, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1 ES. 



# % 

»!' 

WRENS NEST FCU15’s 

Year 10 from September are 
looking for players all positions 
to join existing team with a great 
set up FA chartered club with 
great future prospects. 

We have JPL teams and adult 
first team, all coaches CRB 
checked, safeguarded and 
Level 1 coaching, first aid 
trained. 

Contact Nicky Westwood 
07532 019230 for training 
details. 



HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 


Expr^M a Star 


DATING 

■■m4.i.mii^l|i|||i|||||| |||him 

your advert ca||p^^^^^®our ad by text 

0844 381 5936 

id to FREE Standard Network rates apply. 

YOU can now Date ONLINE or via your mobile just visit: 


http://dating.expressandstar.com 


YOUR regional dating service, run by the 
dating experts who have been established 
since 1990. REAL people in YOUR region 


0906 500 3955 


To Reply 

by text: 

Text... REPLY26 (leave space) box number (leai 
space) and then enter your message & send 
80098 eg: REPLY26 123456 hi get in touch 
then send to 80098 Successfully received me 
sages cost £1.50 per SMS received (Max If 
characters). You must exchange 7 messages ear 
before you can swap contact details. Messagr 
may be moderated for your safety and security. 



0906 500 3957 


Single Women 



SABINA, 35, outgoing attractive 
brunette, fit and carefree just 
looking for fun times without 
complications, maybe more later. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
423003 | 

KATIE 35yrs, slender well 
educated brunette seeks no 
strings mutual pleasure with gent 
40+ Must be discreet, married or 
single. ACA. Tel: 0906 515 3003 
Box 419673 

EILEEN 49, lovely brunette, 
adventurous and eager to please 
seeks intelligent male to share 
the fun side of life together. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
423007 | 

KIM, 32yrs, attractive blonde 
lady seeks discreet gent for 
daytime distractions. ACA. Tel: 
0906 515 3007 Box 421657 
YOUNG, big boobed, single 
mum. Looking for a fun guy, but 
wants to be spoiled. Relationship 
ideally but happy with no strings 
fun. Text only Mailbox: 
5496828 

JANE, young 41, very 
broadminded seeks chap any 
age for discreet no strings fun, 
any age, no time wasters ACA. 

Tel: No: 0906 515 3011 Box: 
409715 

ATTRACTIVE slim 54yr old 
female looking for caring genuine 
male 50-58 yrs to wine and dine 
with, share nice times with, 
please get in touch. Text only 
Mailbox: 5395695 
KERRY, 35yrs, married in open 
relationship, attractive, tall, slim 
and very presentable. Seeks 
discreet gent any age for casual 
pleasurable encounters. Tel: 
0906 515 3043 Box 422363 
TINA, 41, WLTM Muslim men, 
Indian Pakistani Kurdish or 
Turkish for daytime or evening 
fun, can accommodate, can 
travel, very discreet. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 422927 
SOPHIA young 40yrs, married 
but bored, seeks discreet adult 
fun, any area, all calls answered. 
Tel: 0906 515 3019 Box: 

413399 

JACKIE, 49, dark hair, green 
eyes, cuddly build, likes going 
out, gym, reading, looking for an 
honest gentleman for 
friendship/possible relationship. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
422257 | 

EMILY, mature well educated 
lady, blonde and smart and 
broadminded seeks gent any 
age for no strings fun. ACA. Tel: 
0906 515 3023 Box 421375 
MANDY 44, fun flirty blonde, 
petite size 6-8, gorgeous green 
eyes seeks special male for 
friendship and uncomplicated 
love. Age unimportant. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 

422863 | 

WENDY, mature, passionate 
ladylike divorcee seeks no 
strings casual friendship/fun with 
gent any age. Tel: 0906 515 
3035 Box 421605 
FEMALE, 33, blue eyes, long 
blonde hair, pretty, slim, looking 
for Asian man to have some 
discreet no strings fun with. Text 
only Mailbox: 5495296 
JESS, pretty blonde lady. 29yrs, 
feminine and caring. Loves older 
mature men who are worldly 
wise. Looks unimportant must 
have GSOH. Text Only Box: 
4000683 

GILL 61, slim dark eyed blonde 
seeks tall carefree male who is 
looking for someone special for 
fun times with no complications. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
422843 | 

KATRIANA, professional sincere 
lady, 48yrs, loves to have a good 
time. Very sensual and loves 
men of all ages. Please text me 
for a chat. Text Only Box 
4148978 


CILLA, 40, tall blue eyed size 12 
brunette, loves horses, 
country/beach walks, cosy nights 
in front of fire, good wine/food, 
WLTM similar male who 
appriecates my interests. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 

422009 I 

SINGLE 40s, seeks Indian 
Pakistani Kurdish males, for no 
strings, day or evening fun, I am 
discreet, I can travel and I can 
accommodate. Midlands/Stoke 
on Trent. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No:422921 | 

ANNE, 40, pretty professional 
fun female with great curves, 
looking for fun and romance with 
down to earth male looking for 
similar. Any age/status. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 

422711 | 

FEMALE 38, large breasted, 
seeks Indian/Pakistani/Kurdish 
male for daytime fun. Can 
Travel/accom. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 417233 
ALISON, lonely shy blue eyed 
blonde, 46, just wanting to be 
loved, looking for caring man to 
pamper in return for mutual TLC. 
ACA. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No:422859 | 

BARBARA, 44, friendly and 
outgoing but lonely, seeking 
similar lonely male to pamper, 
enjoy fun times and affection 
with. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:422839 | 

MAUREEN, 38, pretty brunette, 
new to the area and very lonely, 
looking to meet someone 
understanding for convenient 
friendship, 30-60yrs. Can travel. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
422815| 

TINA, 43, young looking 
attractive single female looking 
for love, with similar lonely heart 
resorting to advertising in the 
hope of finding love. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 

421613| 

JACKIE 40, slim brunette, with 
sultry green eyes seeks tall guy 
with nice eyes who understands 
women, for some really good 
times. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 422819 I 
AFRICAN ladyT 45 yrs, 5ft 8, 

slim, sensual, creative, 
interesting, looking for NSA fun 
with a man of means. Must be 
non-smoker. Text only Mailbox: 
5475056 

RITA 41, exotic olive skinned 
female, friendly, chatty, loves to 
entertain, seeks loving honest 
male to pamper and make 
happy. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 422723 | 

PETRIANA, 44, very attractive, 
voluptuous blonde, with old- 
fashioned values, seeks 
romantic down to earth male for 
a special relationship. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 

422717| 

PASSIONATE, broadminded 
curvy lady 67 seeks very 
assertive discreet younger male 
25-45 for no strings fun, looks 
unimportant. Text only Mailbox: 
5480845 

JULIE, petite, slim, attractive 
blonde young looking early 40's, 
enjoys wining, dining, theatre 
seeking good looking romantic 
male, 45-55, for mutual spoiling. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
422709 | 

LADY, 48, 5ft2, hazel eyes, 
brown hair, likes bowling, meals 
out, nights in, ice skating, looking 
for a toy boy, 30-42, who is fun 
and enjoys life to have a good 
time with. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 422679 (§ 
WIDOW, 5ft2, looking for a 
gentleman for friendship, days 
out, meals out and for friendship 
and companionship. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 422657 
JEAN, 75, black hair, hazel eyes, 
medium build, likes dancing, 
singing, gardening, bingo, meals 
out, days out, Scotland, WLTM a 
gentleman any age for company 
and friendship. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 422651 | 


SARA 34yr old single mum 
looking for a genuine male to 
make me laugh again and help 
put the spark back into my life. 
Looks unimportant. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 422541 | 
SARAH, brown hair, dark eyes, 
likes crafts, cooking, cinema, 
socialising, looking for a male 
friend, 30-35, possibly leading to 
relationship. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 422589 | 

JEAN, 75, lives in West 
Midlands, likes gardening, bingo, 
dancing, travelling, generally 
nice things, WLTM local 
gentleman for company and 
friendship, hoping to hear from 
you. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:422571 

JOANNE, 48, curvy black 
female, likes cooking, cinema, 
socialising, seeking friendship 
leading to LTR, must be honest, 
romantic, caring and loyal and 
have a GSOH. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 422633 | 
50YRS, old attractive lady. 
Sheila, caring honest, seeks 
discreet gent. ACA. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 422469 | 
JOANNA, 49 years old, looking 
to meet a man for friendship 
50/60 years old. Text only 
Mailbox: 5428223 
JO 45, hardworking nurse with 
crazy sense of humour, looking 
for fun male with plenty of ideas 
to spice up her spare time. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
422545 | 

SARA 34yr old single mum 
looking for a genuine male to 
make me laugh again and help 
put the spark back into my life. 
Looks unimportant. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 422541 | 
LORNA 28, sensual blue-eyed 
blonde with a beautiful smile, 
seeking intelligent guy in good 
shape for new experiences and 
fun loving. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 422491 | 
MICHELLE, 377 pretty, very fit, 

well travelled seeks active, 
broadminded male to share new 
experiences and adventures 
with. ACA. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 422459 ® 


Single Men 



IAN, 5ft8, medium build, ohoc, 
late 50s, likes most things, holi¬ 
days, gardening, motorbikes, 
wltm similar aged lady, 50-60, 
with nice personality. Tel: 0906 
515 3040 Box 421345 
MALE, mid 60s, broadminded, 
WLTM female for intimate adult 
fun and pleasure, ACA. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 

422557 | 

JIMBO, friendly fun loving chap, 
42yrs, own building company. 
Divorced, no kids. Wants a kind 
caring lady to spoil, any age, 
single mums welcome. Text 
Only Box: 4036422 
TALL male 56, seeks close adult 
fun with open-minded woman, 
40 to 75, any status or size. Text 
only Mailbox: 5410860 
52 yr old male, average build, fit. 
Lonely, seeks a lady for fun 
times, LTR, soul mate, or 
discreet dates, can travel. Text 
only Mailbox: 5418572 
1 YR old male WLTM local lady 
for no strings fun and meets. 
Honest, kind, gentlemanly, can't 
accommodate. Coventry. Text 
only Mailbox: 5498485 
MALE, 49, 5ft 10, brown hair, 
brown eyes, average looks, 
GSOH, OHAC, honest, romantic, 
animal lover, likes country pubs, 
walks along the canal and 
countryside, looking for 
somebody who is down to earth 
and fun loving. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 396440 ® 

GUY WLTM attractive smart 
lady, likes a dance or 2 and 
enjoys days out. Text only 
Mailbox: 4823044 


STAFFORDSHIRE man, 40, 
loves sport, music, dancing, 
politics, looking for friendship, 
possibly relationship, any 
age/race/looks unimportant. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
422955 

CARING male, 45, kind, loving, 
animal lover, seeks female with 
similar qualities. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 394149 
MALE 46, brown hair/eyes, 
average looks/build, loving, 
caring, understanding, seeks 
female to share good times with. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
410845 

SHAUN, 49, brown hair, brown 
eyes, average looks, 16 and a 
half stone, good sense of 
humour, animal lover with loads 
of love and security to give to the 
right person. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 418783 
JOE, semi retired, young looking 
and acting, slim and fit, 5ft8, 
considered good company, 
looking for daytime meets. Let’s 
see if we click. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 422803 ® 
SEMI retired business man, early 
60s, well travelled, fit, tanned, 
good looking, solvent, very 
discreet, WLTM a female, 35-55, 
married or single, for wining, 
dining daytime fun. West 
Midlands or Staffs. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 422805 
MALE, 50s, tall, attractive, seeks 
mature female, 40-70, for mutual 
spanking. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 422429 
DAVE, passionate and tactile, 
lives alone, seeking similar 
female for company, no strings 
necessarily. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 422973 ® 

TALL, attractive male, 62, 
GSOH, enjoys the normal things 
in life, going out to staying in, 
holidays etc, seeks lovely active 
petite/slimmish lady, 62-72, for 
an nice relationship. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 422931 
MARK, genuine male, 52, 
considered attractive, home 
owner, well travelled, likes 
keeping fit, looking for a lady for 
my soul mate, first time 
advertiser. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 422935 
ANDY, single, 53, looking for a 
mature, sexy lady, age/looks 
unimportant, for fun and 
adventure. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 422893 | 
RETIRED male, caring person, 
looking for friendship. I am into 
music and I am quite witty. I also 
like going out on a Saturday 
night! Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 422847 (§ 

GENUINE male, 52, attractive, 

home owner, well travelled, loves 
live music, keeping fit, first time 
advertiser hoping to find a soul 
mate, 35-50. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 422933 ® 
LIKEABLE easy going honest 
white male, slim build, likes 
sport, country walks, music, 
theatre, pubs, eating out WLTM 
attractive lady for 

friendship/relationship. Text only 
Mailbox: 5489438 
NICK, 41, 5ft7, Taurus, n/s, 
handsome, likes keeping fit, 
seeks female 30-40s, for 
friendship and relationship. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
421863 | 

RAY, late 50s, widow, 5ft10, 
average build, very sporty, 
broadminded, WLTM a nice lady, 
to go out, have a drink and see 
how we get on. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 422789 ® 
ALAN, 49, genuine, builder, 6ft, 
six pack, GSOH, likes a laugh, 
lives in Coventry, wishes to meet 
a woman of any age for 
relationship. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 422755 ® 

VERY broadminded male, 
looking for some adult fun with a 
hot sexy female, any age, 
preferably broadminded too. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
422823 | 

SEMI retired business man, early 
60s, well travelled, fit, tanned, 
good looking, solvent, very 
discreet, WLTM a female, 35-55, 
married or single, for wining, 
dining daytime fun. West 
Midlands or Staffs. Tel No: 0906 


Customer support 

Call 0207 720 7130 Monday - Friday 10am - 4pm 
or email us at support@jmediauk.co.uk 


500 3955 Box No: 422805 


http://dating.expressandstar.com 


CALL CHARGES*: DATING 18+ and have the bill payer’s permission. 0844 calls cost 7 pence per min, 090 calls cost £1.55 per min, plus your 
phone company’s access charge. Calls are recorded and may appear on your bill. TEXT*: Text alerts are charged at £1.50 per week. To unsub¬ 
scribe to text alerts, text DATING STOP to 63333. To cancel free match alerts, text STOP to 07781474042. For full T&Cs go to www.localdates- 
terms.co.uk/. REPLY BY TEXT*: 80098/89990 costs £1.50 per SMS received (max 150 characters). Guaranteed up to 4 messages for each 
message you send, Service only available where phone icon shown. Messages are moderated. Minimum 7 messages must be sent before con¬ 
tact details can be exchanged. This service is not computer generated. All messages are responded to by real service users. No meetings can 
be guaranteed. If arranging a meeting be sure to choose a public space and do not give personal details to people you have not met. To STOP 
text stop to 80098/89990. Service provided by No Goats Ltd. Help: 0207 720 7130. ALL SERVICES*: By texting any shortcode you consent to 
the owner of that shortcode sending you the occasional marketing message. To opt out of receiving these send NO INFO to 80098. DATA PRO¬ 
TECTION: Service provided by JMedia UK Ltd, SW4 7BX, 0207 720 7130. We will collect the details you provide and may send you details of 
other services and events operated by us. We may pass your details onto this newspaper for marketing or PhonePayPlus for regulatory purpos¬ 
es. Advertisers may come from our national database and from our pdc app. w/c 04/07/16 






























































































































Sandwell and Walsall battle it out on the track during the Black Country School Games 


Jaiden Gamble of George Salter Academy races home 


Gabriel Stone, of Whitgreave Infants, Wolverhampton, does the racket balance 



A Walsall youngster takes the javelin challenge 


Games on! Sport is the 
winner for youngsters 


MORE than 1,400 youngsters from 
across the region joined forces for a fes¬ 
tival of sport at the Black Country School 
Games in Walsall. 

A host of different sports were on offer for 
the primary and secondary school pupils, who 
all came through qualifying stages to reach the 
final showpiece. 

The Black Country School Games was being held 
for the seventh time and saw 9,000 children partici¬ 
pate this year alone. 

The event has grown at such a rapid rate over its 
short existence that the 2016 finals - which were held 
at the University of Wolverhampton’s Walsall campus 
- welcomed their 10,000th competitor. Reedswood 
Primary’s Paris Ebbans was awarded a unique trophy 
by a special guest, Wolverhampton’s double Paralym¬ 
pic athlete Darren Harris, to mark the milestone. 

Artificial 

In all, 82 schools, from the boroughs of Walsall, 
Dudley, Sandwell and Wolverhampton battled it out 
across 12 different sports, including athletics, round¬ 
ers, multi-skills, cricket, tri-golf, rugby, football, 
dodgeball and a triathlon. These were contested in 
the sports hall, on the artificial pitches and full-scale 
athletics track. 

At the end of it all, the green shirts of Sandwell 
lifted the trophy. 

Black Country BeActive headed the event. Paul 
Wicker, one of the organisers from Walsall Council, 
said: “It’s sport for young people, delivered by young 
people.” 

He added: “The idea is to create a mini-Olympics 
for the Black Country, and to have an opening cere¬ 
mony it adds to it and makes it different for them.” 

The first Games were held in 2010 at Wolverhamp- 


SPORTING FEATURE 


By Lewis Cox 


“The Games are all about 
young people setting out 
what they want to achieve in 
school sports in the region.” 


ton’s Aldersley Leisure Village. BeActive director 
Simon Hall has seen first-hand how the Black Coun¬ 
try School Games have grown in stature. 

“We’re not looking for the most elite athletes in 
schools, we’re looking for ways to get more children 
active in sport,” he said. “The Black Country Games 
gives young people a chance to experience that sort of 
multi-event experience, not quite the Olympics, but 
something they can really treasure. 

“What’s been really special is being able to identify 
the pupil who was the 10,000th competitor, which is 
a huge achievement. 

“The Games are all about young people setting out 
what they want to achieve in school sports in the re¬ 
gion.” 

A former ambassador for the Games was Joel Rich¬ 
ards, who was tragically killed in Tunisia while on a 
family holiday just over a year ago. 

Joel attended Stuart Bathurst Cathlolic School in 
Wednesbury and played a huge part in local sport in 
the Black Country. 

The day’s trophy, lifted by Sandwell, was named 
after the former Black Country referee and presented 
by Joel’s brother Owen, also a recently qualified offi¬ 


cial. Wicker explained how the games have developed 
and how the organisers and leaders try to follow the 
mentality of school sports while delivering such an 
event. 

Friends and volunteers of Joel were gathered to 
raise funds for the ‘Smile for Joel’ appeal, a charity 
that aids victim support. 

Kallianne Titley and her brother were friends with 
Joel and she explained how such a monumental sport¬ 
ing event proved a perfect fit. 

She said: “Sport was what Joel did best and that’s 
what he wanted people to do. 

Remember 

“Every time I saw Joel it was through sport, 
whether it was helping him by being a guinea pig 
when he finished his A-Levels or organising an event 
or football, it was what he did. 

“There is no better way to remember him. I was 
younger and competed here when he was an ambassa¬ 
dor so I know he’d be really proud of what everyone’s 
doing.” 

Schools representing Sandwell were: George Salter, Sandwell Acad¬ 
emy, Q3 Academy, Bristnall Hall, Uplands Manor, Moat Farm, Pennyhill, 
Oldbury, St Phillips, Langley, Gelebfields, Tipton Green, Lyng, Hargate, 
Abbey Junior, St Pauls, ACE Academy, St Michaels, Hollylodge and 
Wood Green Academy, 

Schools representing Dudley: Leasowes, Old Swinford, Bishop Milner, 
Ellowes, Manor Way, Glynne, Windsor, Dudley Wood, Woolescote, 
Milking Bank, Maidensbridge, Church of the Ascension, Hagley, Sutton, 
Summerhill and OSH. 

Schools representing Walsall: St Francis, Shire Oak Academy, Pool 
Hayes, Jane Lane, Castle, Lindens, Barcroft, Blue Coat, Walsall Acad¬ 
emy, Ormiston Shelfield Community Academy, Whetstone Field, New 
Invention, Holy Trinity, Birchills, Butts, Reedswood, Cooper and Jordan, 
Beacon, St John’s, The Jane Lane School, The Streetly Academy and 
Brownhills. 

Schools representing Wolverhampton: Highfields, St Peter’s Collegiate, 
Wolverhampton Grammar School, Oak Meadow, Fieldview, Uplands Jun¬ 
ior, St Michaels Catholic, Northwood Park, Wolverhampton Girls, St Peter 
and St Paul, Whitgreave Infant, Woodthorne, Bilston, Christ Church, St 
Stephens, St Andrews, St Michaels G of E, Aldersley, Moreton, Our Lady 
and St Chad, Colton Hills, South Wolverhampton and Bilston Academy, 
Coppice and The Royal School. 
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Show goes 
on with town 
hall fight bill 

TYSON Fury versus Wladimir Klitschko 
may have been delayed, but the show is 
most definitely on at Walsall Town Hall 
that same evening. 

The ‘Summer Scorcher’, promoted by 
Errol Johnson’s Black Country Boxing, 
was due to take place with the world 
heavyweight multi-title fight on July 9. 
But Fury’s withdrawal through injury 
means the BoxNation bill at the Man¬ 
chester Arena will be postponed. 

Fight fans in Walsall can still get 
their fix with a busy 10-contest card. 

Top of the bill in an 
eight-rounder will be 
Halesowen’s Lennox 
Clarke, who will get 
an opportunity to 
make it a dozen wins 
without reply. The 
super middleweight 
has raced to 11 victo¬ 
ries - with four inside 
the distance - and 
takes on Dean Gillen 
Lennox Clarke of Nottinghamshire. 

The supporting 
cast includes Tipton’s Lee Glover, re¬ 
building again, after losing two title op¬ 
portunities. He’s been beaten twice for 
English super feather honours and the 
Midlands crown at feather and appears 
on a Town Hall bill for the first time 
since November 2014, against Jordan 
Ellison. 

Unbeaten middleweight Tom Stokes 
is targeting his seventh win, up against 
busy scrapper Lewis van Poetsch. Fel¬ 
low West Bromwich fighter, super feath¬ 
erweight Jack Summers goes toe-to-toe 
with Brett Fidoe. 

Wolverhampton’s Joshua Burke steps 
back through the ropes for the first 
time since his spirited six-round cruis- 
erweight defeat to the useful Courtney 
Richards in Plymouth. He and Luke 
Heron (Walker), have yet to be paired. 

Yozza's on target 
as England clinch 
Six Nations crown 

TIPTON’S Jamie Hughes was the star 
performer as a five-man England team 
were crowned BDO Six Nations champi¬ 
ons for the third year in a row. 

It was the first time ‘Yozza’ had been 
involved in the competition and he was 
named Player of the Tournament after 
winning 17 of his 20 games. 

Ireland were the hosts with the event 
taking place at the Great Southern Hotel 
in Sligo. It took Hughes’s number of ap¬ 
pearances for his country to 12. 

The 30-year-old, ranked No 5 by the 
BDO, lined up alongside captain Scott 
Mitchell, Mark McGeeney, James Hur- 
rell and Dennis Harbour. 

‘Yozza’ said: “I’m used to winning 
matches with England and all of the 
other countries seems to step up their 
game against us. 

“It still means a lot to me to play for 
my country and I always consider it an 
honour. When I started playing darts, it 
was my only real ambition. 

“I’ve been performing well of late so, 
hopefully, I can keep that up. I’m deter¬ 
mined to keep on improving and achieve 
whatever I can in the sport.” 



'No strings' introductory sessions 



Coaches Geoff Cotterill, Libby Hewitt, Anita 
Price, Hattie Alford, Jon Cooper 


A BADMINTON club is looking to get adults with 
little or no experience into the game. 

Hagley, Clent and Kinver Badminton Club have 
been playing competitively in Hagley and Stour¬ 
bridge for many years and have previously strived 
to attract new members who can play to a profi¬ 
cient level. 

Now, a beginners’ club has been launched with 
sessions run an hour before the main club night 
on Fridays from 7-8pm at Hagley Catholic School. 
They have now been running for four weeks and 
are going strong, said club secretary Keith Price. 

He said: “The launch event was well attended 
with players learning the backhand serve before 


Badminton 


moving on to playing doubles matches. The age 
range of players spanned the decades from teens 
to 50s and all appeared to have an enjoyable time. 

“The event is not aimed at generating profit 
but will have to prove to be self-funding.” 

Coach Hattie Alford said: “It’s all about getting 
people active in an friendly supportive environ¬ 
ment. Social badminton is just as important to 
the long term growth of the game.” 

For further details, call Keith Price on 07815 
650718 or email kpprolet@gmail.com 


PLATFORM FOR 
YOUNGSTERS 



Members of the Black Country Vipers Academy, based at Ellowes Hall Sports College, Dudley 


50 miles, that’s a Wright run round track 


THE West Midlands’ only 
American football academy is 
aiming to make a real differ¬ 
ence to the lives of young peo¬ 
ple in the area. 

The Black Country Academy of 
American Football, based at Ellow¬ 
es Hall Sports College in Dudley, has 
launched youth and junior sides ahead 
of joining the British American Foot¬ 
ball League next year. 

The teams are aimed at youngsters aged 14 to 
16, and then up to 19, with around 40 aspiring 
players already taking part in training twice a 
week. 

Academy CEO Stuart Potts-Perkins has been 
involved with the sport in this country for three 
decades. 

He said: “One thing the game has always suf¬ 
fered from in this country is that everything is 
senior focused. 

“We thought we needed to start at a younger 
age, to get them involved and to try and get the 
sport to where it should be.” 

Progression 

The academy is looking to cater for all ability 
levels, and even for those who may not wish to 
continue playing when they reach senior level. 

“It’s all about progression for the youngsters, 
giving them a platform,” said Potts-Perkins. 

The Vipers youth and junior sides will play the 
contact sport but flag football, a variation of the 
game similar to tag rugby, is to be provided in 
the future for children as young as seven. 

Summer training is on Wednesdays from 7.30 
to 9pm and Sundays from 10.30am to 12.30pm. 
Winter sessions are on Sundays only. 

“We have got the two sides at the moment and 
we will enter the league next year,” Potts-Per¬ 
kins said. “There are about 40 players at the 
moment, all aged 14 to 19, but in the long-term 
we’re aiming to extend the age range from seven 
to 19. 

“We have got six or seven coaches at the mo¬ 
ment, but we are looking to double that. We want 
at least 12 coaches here by this time next year 
but the thing is, there are not many coaches in 
the country.” 


DUDLEY Kingswinford Running Club boasted 
a bumper turnout for the Baggeridge 5k, with 
Simon Blizzard first home for the blue hoops in 
seventh place in 21.07. 

Among the other entrants, Richard Bate made 
his long awaited return to racing, coming home in 
21.53 to take 13th. 

Sally McConville ran a little further on Sat¬ 
urday taking part in the Eastridge Trail Half 
Marathon finishing the 13.1 mile course over 
hilly terrain in 2.37.35. Meanwhile a group were 
completing lap after lap at Wolverhampton’s Al- 
dersley Stadium in the charity Best Foot Forward 
event where local businesses and patrons had do¬ 
nated money to a pot which would be released to 
charities based on the number of laps completed. 

With each circuit representing £1 the further 
people ran the more money was donated. In all 


over 12,000 laps were completed with DK run¬ 
ners responsible for a fair proportion over the 12 
hour event, with Graham Wildgoose completing 
82 laps, Mark Judge 100 and James Wright man¬ 
aging 200 laps, equal to 50 miles. 

There was also the option of the Birmingham/ 
Black Country Half Marathon between Wolver¬ 
hampton and Birmingham, the point-to-point 
course following the canal network and finishing 
at Brindley place. Sam Hemmimg completed her 
fourth race in eight days as part of the DK con¬ 
tingent. 

On Sunday, a handful of runners competed in 
the Black Country 10k, a two lap race around the 
centre of Halesowen. Among the DK runners, 
Dave Norman claimed his third top 20 finish of 
the week and Helen Tromans finished as second 
lady to claim a cash prize. 


Play-off bid 
is boosted 
by away win 

CRADLEY boss Will Pottinger described 
Sunday night’s 52-38 win at Rye House 
as a turning point as they secured their 
first away league points of the season to 
bolster their play-off bid. 

Said Pottinger: “It was a great team 
performance but with no disrespect to 
Rye House, this was a track we always 
felt confident of getting a result at.” 

RYE HOUSE 38: Robert Branford 12, Ben Morley 8, 
George Hunter 6+2, Luke Priest 6+1, Matt Saul 2+1, 
Connor Locke 2, Kenny Bowdery 2. 

CRADLEY 52: Max Clegg 13, Ashley Morris 11+2, 
Bradley Andrews 10+3, Luke Chessell 8, Richard 
Andrews 8, Layne Cupitt 2+1, James Purchase R/R. 

It was the second win in a row on their 
travels for Cradley after an impressive 
47-43 Challenge win at Sheffield. It came 
at a cost, though as Ben Basford suffered 
concussion and whiplash in a heat 11 
crash and faces a spell on the sidelines. 
Sheffield: Arthur Sissis 12, Nathan Greaves 9+1, Jack 
Smith 9, Jack Parkinson-Blackburn 5+3, Joe Lawlor 
4+1, Chris Widman 3+1, David Speight 1. 

Cradley: Ashley Morris 13+1, Luke Chessell 10, Max 
Clegg 10, Bradley Andrews 6+2, Layne Cupitt 4, Ben 
Basford 3, Richard Andrews 1 +1. 

Chairman Nigel Pearson has hit out 
at ‘amateurish’ behaviour after the Hea¬ 
thens were awarded the points from the 
cancelled match at Mildenhall - a deci¬ 
sion announced on Fen Tigers’ website. 

The June 19 trip was cancelled on the 
day by home promoter Kevin Jolly after 
Cradley - as permitted by regulations - 
named Matt Williamson as a guest to 
replace Luke Chessell, who had no ma¬ 
chinery. 

Mildenhall were hauled before a 
Speedway Control Bureau disciplinary 
hearing but before Heathens were offi¬ 
cially told, the Fen Tigers’ website said 
Cradley had been awarded the points 
with Jolly fined £250, suspended until 
the end of next season. 

Pearson said: “I find it quite ama¬ 
teurish that officials of other clubs have 
started to debate on social media, based 
on what they have read on the website.” 

Four new recruits 
for the Glassboys 

STOURBRIDGE have completed the 
signing of four new players ahead of 
their first pre-season friendly away at 
Leamington on Saturday (3pm.) 

Jack Duggan, Jake Heath and Luke 
Benbow, who spent three seasons with 
the Glassboys before moving to Dales 
Lane 12 months ago, have all joined from 
Rushall Olympic. Former Yeltz man 
Aaron Daniels is the other new arrival, 
while Drew Canavan has re-signed. 

Sam Whittall, who signed from Brack- 
ley Town in January, has left the club 
and experienced striker Karl Hawley 
has joined League Two Mansfield Town 
as first team coach. 
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